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The Notre Dame Men Won't Let You Down During This Wovena, Tom.

"I can now write you that long past due letter that I have been
wanting to send you for a very long time. I have been through so much
that I had to postpone my correspondence for a while. You see, evenbs
of the past autumn have brought home more clearly than ever the true value
of the real fire and fighting enthusiasm that has made Notre Dame famous
and which you have helped me develop out here by your letfers and the
sperts material you've sent me.

HThe breaks have been hitting me pretty hard, dbut you can just
wager that I'm sticking in here and trying with all I've got because
I want to win badly.

"One thing I have plenty of is my enthusiasm for Notre Dame and the
wonderful spirit developed up there. Tou know, as long as I can remember,
the Golden Dome has been in my dreams and in my life, I have tried to
conduct myself as one of you —~ clean, hard to beat and a fighter. I hope
in my fight acainst this tuberculosis germ, I can show the same will te
win that evervone naturally associates with Hotre Dame, both in the
classroom and on the field. You just-can't beat that spirit,

"During October, sensing that something had gone wrong inside, 1
asked my doctor for a complete check-up, just to be on the safe side.
A new flare-up, and if it doesn't show signs of definitely being healed
on the x—ray which will be due soon, it will be necessary to receive
further treatment, other than the simple bed cures, which have been the
order to date.

That is the situation at present, and look — I want to ask you fc do
this for mes I realize you know very little about me, exceuwt that I wor-
ship Notre Dame and the memory of Our Lady of the Lakes. However, some-
times please say Jjust a tiny prayer for a friend, that he may take
what'!s ahead with a grin - the way he has talten everything else. I have

vouth and enthusiasm and think that is in my faver. As I mentioned,
I have wanted to write you before this, but I have been kept pretty
quiet since my fumble - and to crown the whole darn thing, I messed
the play up on the goal line for I was ready for a discharge as cured
when I broke down. My having to start from scratch plus the new
danger is what they call life, I guess.

iTime drazs on pretty slow when you are confined completely to bed
and reading helps pass the tine as enjoyably as mcssible.

tWell, I suppose I had better clese, but I want to impress upon
you how urgently I need your help and just a short prayer sometime.
When it is convenient, please drop me another letter and let me know
that you are standing by in this rough weather. I am trying to beat
this germ with the fighting enthusiasm that won the Chio game of '35
and the Sea Havk game of 42,1
Your friend,

Tom Abell, Jr.
Waverly Hills Sanatarium
Waverly Hills, Kentucky

Prayers: (deceased) sister of J. Richard Yock (Dil); friend of Francis
Tenezcr: aunt of Francis (Sor) and Ted (Z) Tenezor, (Ill) Mrs. Ernst Schwark.
FPive Srecial Intenbionss One Thanksgiving.




