
Lenten sermon and 
B e n e d ic t io n  f o r  a l l  
Wednesday, 6 :50  and 7 :00 .

U n iv e rs i ty  of N otre  Dame 
R e l ig io u s  B u l l e t i n  

A p r i l  6 , 19L3

Make a good c o n fe s s io n  
b e fo re  leav ing  f o r  th e  
S e r v ic e ,  and ge t  b l e s s i n g .

B e n e fac to r  And Prominent Executive  D ies .

The l i f e  and d e a th  of James A. F a r r e l l  should n o t  pass  by u n n o ticed  by the  s tu d e n t  
body. Most s tu d e n ts  and men i n  the  f i e l d  of commerce w i l l  remember Mr. F a r r e l l  
as  the  head of the  United S t a t e s  S t e e l  C orpo ra t ion .

The s tu d e n ts  can f in d  i n s p i r a t i o n  in  th e  l i f e  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  C a th o l ic  and b e n e fa c to r
of the  U n iv e r s i ty .  He ro se  t o  th e  top  by d in t  o f  hard  work, a lm ost in  s to ry -b o o k  
s t y l e .

The f a t h e r  of Mr. F a r r e l l  was a m ar in e r .  The young James o f te n  accompanied him 
on h i s  voyages. In  1878 the  f a t h e r  and crew s a i l e d  away and n e i t h e r  the  sh ip  nor the 
crew were heard  of a g a in .  James was l e f t  on h i s  own.

At the  age of s ix t e e n ,  the  young man c u t  sh o r t  h i s  s tu d ie s  in  New Haven schoo ls  and 
went to  work f o r  $2.50 a week. This was back i n  1879. I t  was in  1888 in  P i t t s b u r g h  
t h a t  Mr. F a r r e l l  e n te re d  th e  f i e l d  of s t e e l .  He took  a job  i n  th e  m i l l s  of th e  
P i t t s b u r g h  Wire Company. His p ro g re ss  was phenomenal. He ro se  from o rd in a ry  
employee to  foreman, p l a n t  s u p e r in te n d e n t  and f i n a l l y  manager of the  p l a n t .  He was 
on ly  t h i r t y  y ea rs  old when he was made g en era l  manager of t h a t  o rg a n iz a t io n .

I n  1899, when th e  American S t e e l  and Wire Co. was formed, th e  concern made Mr. F a r r e l l  
f o r e ig n  s a l e s  a g e n t .  Two y e a rs  l a t e r ,  when th e  U .S. S t e e l  C o rp o ra t io n  was b e in g  
o rgan ized  by th e  l a t e  Judge E lb e r t  H. Gary, Mr. F a r r e l l  was named p re s id e n t  o f  th e  
U. S .  S t e e l  P ro d u c tio n  C o rp o ra t io n .  In  1911, th e  U.S. S t e e l  C orpora tion  made him i t s  
p r e s i d e n t .

To say t h a t  Mr. F a r r e l l  was a b u s in ess  man does n o t  t e l l  t h e  whole s to ry ;  he was a 
good C a th o l ic  b u s in e ss  man. The Holy F a th e r ,  r e c o g n iz in g  th e  g r e a t  q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h i s  
zea lous  l e a d e r ,  honored him w i t h  the  d ig n i t y  of Knight of S t .  Gregory and Knight 
o f  S t .  M alta .

Mr. F a r r e l l  d ied  i n  Manhattan l a s t  week a t  the age of e ig h ty .  His was a f u l l  l i f e  
l i v e d  f o r  God. The s tu d e n t  can see i n  t h i s  s t o r y  the  ever p r e s e n t  t r u th s  t h a t  su ccess  
comes th rough  hard  work and t h a t  a good C a tho lic  can be a good b u s in e ss  man. P ray  
f o r  Mr. F a r r e l l  and im i ta t e  h i s  admirable  v i r t u e s  of indus-try  and le a d e rsh ip  .

The id ea  f o r  the  L ae ta re  Medal come to  l i f e  on th e  f r o n t  p o rch  of the  Main B u i ld in g .
I t  was d u r in g  the  r e c r e a t i o n  time of the  p r i e s t s  and the N otre  Dame f a c u l ty  t h a t
th e  c o n v e rsa t io n  tu rned  t o  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  of C a th o l ic  laymen, One of the p r o f e s s o r s  
sugges ted  t h a t  honors be g iv en  o u ts ta n d in g  laymen. The id ea  was a p p re c ia te d  by th e  
p r e s id e n t  o f  the  U n iv e r s i ty .  This was in  1883.

For c e n tu r i e s  i t  had been th e  custom of the Holy See to  award, on Laetare  Sunday,
t o  some o u ts ta n d in g  ro y a l  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  the Golden Rose. F a th e r  Walsh, the p r e s i d e n t ,  
a d a p t in g  th e  id ea  to  the  American scene , determ ined t h a t  on L a e ta re  Sunday o f  each  
succeed in g  y ea r  some o u ts ta n d in g  C a th o l ic ,  a c i t i z e n  of th e  U nited  S t a t e s ,  man or 
woman, should be honorwd by Notre Dame. In s te a d  of a r o s e ,  a gold medal was t o  be 
g iven .

L as t  Sunday, L ae ta re  Sunday, the  medal was awarded t o  Thomas F. Woodlock, New York 
au th o r  and a s s o c ia t e  e d i t o r  o f  the W all S t r e e t  J o u r n a l .  Mr. Woodlock's most r e c e n t  
w r i t i n g ,  "The C a th o lic  P a t t e r n " ,  a b r i l l i a n t  c o n t r ib u t i o n  t o  C a th o lic  th o u g h t ,  i s  
in  the l i b r a r y  of the  P r e f e c t s  of R e l ig io n  and i n  the  Main L i b r a r y , Notre Dame 
p r e s e n t s  t h i s  v igorous  lay  a p o lo g i s t  as an i n s p i r a t i o n  to  th e  s tu d e n t  body.

PRAYERS: ( d eceased ) mother o f  Mr. Joseph  O’N e i l ,  C.S.C. (Moreau Seminary)
One S p e c ia l  I n t e n t i o n .

The L ae ta re  Medal,


