Don't make your University of Notre Dame Only 19 Days left
General Confesalon at Rellglous Bulletin before exams, before
the last minute. April 8, 1943 the Army, or navy.
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To Die For One's Country Is Charity.

"I was asked lately by a staff officer whether & soldier falling in a righteous

cause -- and our cause is such, to demonstration -- 1s not veritably a martyr., Well,
he 1s not a martyr in the rigorous theological meaning of the word, inasmuch as he
dies in arms, whereas the martyr delivers himself, undefended and unarmed, into the
hands of the executioner.

"But 1f I am asked what I think of the eternal salvation of a brave man who had con-
gciously glven his life in defence of hie country's honor, ani in vindica“ion of
violated Justlce, I shall not hesitate to reply that without any doubt whatever
Christ crowns his military valour, and that death accepted in this Christian spirit
aggures the gafety of that man's soul.

"Greater love than this no man hath, ' said Our Savior, 'that a man lay down his 1life
for his friends.' 4And the soldier who dies to save his brothers, and to defend the
hearts and altars of his country, reaches this highest of all degrees of charity.

"He may not have made a close analysls of the value of his sacrifice; but must we
suppose that God requires of the plain soldier in the excitement of battls the
methodical preclsion of the moralist or the theologian? Can we who revere hils hero-
losm dnoubt that his God welcomes him with love?

"Christian mothers, be proud of your sons. Of all grlefs, of all our human sorrows,
yours 18 perhaps the most worthy of veneration. I think T behold you in your
affiiction, but erect, standine at the side of the Mother of Sorrows, at the foot

of the Cross. Huffer us to offer you not only our confidence but our congratulation.

"Not all our heroes obtain temporal honors, but for all we expect the immortal crown
rf the elect. For this is the virtue of a single act of perfect charity: 1t cancels
a wvhole lifetime of sins. It transforms a sinful man into a saint, "

Frem Cardinal Mercler's pastoral letter "Patriotism and Endurance', written in 191k,

PRAYERS: (dececased) Sister M. Fleanor (St. Mary's of the “"oods ; father of Julilan

Galrm '34y mother of Thomag R Bulear '3Q: (T11) Fathap af Tak Dove. tos o o -




