Many inJuries haunt foot- Univerelty of Notre Dsme (Deceased): Nephew of
ball team, Pray for Religious Bulletin John Msngan (Cedillac
recovery and protection of September 21, 1943 Hall).

members on the squad

AyL@tter About German Prigoners

Sgt. William Burke, a member of the cless of 'L4l, gends this Informative letter
to one of the prieste on the cempus. When you finieh reading it you might agk
yoursgelf whether or not you need to improve Jn manifesgting Christlen love and con-
glderation towards your frilends and enemies.

"Dear Father: I am writing you a few lines to inform you of my whereabouts and what
I am doing at the*pregent time. Many thoughts transverse one's mind during the
courese of a week iIn the ermy, especially during time of war. The tenslon young

boys eighteen to twenty years of age undergo the flrst ten weeks of trainlng mekes
one's mind start to thinking of "Judgment Day" and the "Weges of Sin". I am

firmly convinced a war 1s etlll an Act of God's Mercy.

"I would like to mentlon something about the prisoners we have in Camp Swift,
Twenty-four hundred German and Ttalilan prisoners were brought directly from Africa
via New York, Chlcago, and Dalles, Texas, Upon arriving Iln New York many were
amazed at the structures, subways, and business going on as usual. They were
positive all the principle citles of the Unlted Stetes had been destroyed end were
desolated & year ago -- for Hitler had told them so.

"The food they would receive would be "leftovere' &nd garbage of the American
goldlers; the prlson would conglst of a barbwlre entanglement, wlth personal con-
venlences in a corner of the entanglement; thelr operations would be performed
without an anestheric; they would be "hosewhlpped” and worked like beasts, until
finally shot as unworthy men to live in & land of Democracy -- for Hitler had told
them go.

"But, after arriving in New York and st Csmp Swift, they were again amazed to find
nothing but courtesy and hospltality ewaiting them. All were skepticel of every-
thing, even refuslng to go Into barracks assigned them, beceuwe they knew they would
be ghot after they once entered. It was only after one of our Germen-speaking
Amerlcan Officers spoke to them at conglderable length that they congented to go into
the barracks. Onoe Inslde, they sew the rows of beds, wlth complete make-up, the
Indlvidual contalners and shelves for thelr clothing, the drinking fountains and
ghower room, wilth geveral commodes. Words could not express the bewlldering looks
upon thelr faces. One prlsoner remarked 'There must be some mistake! Thie 1s for
Americen Soldiers, not for German prisoneras.' Tears started forming in thelr eyes

-~ Tor they Just could not believe what they waw. After fixing thelr barrack bagsand
pergonal belonglngs, a glgnal was glven. 'fall out for chow'. Thelr firet meal
conglgted of fried chicken and ice cream for desert. Again, many broke down and criled.

"Seeing the prisoners going to work day after day, cutting grasge and cleaning up the
camp, gipnglng At the top of thelr volces, taking a ten-minute bresk every hour,
laughing and Joklng among themselves, glves one a pretty good 1dea of what a
Democracy really means., I could write many things about the prinoners at Camp Swift,
whlch would take several sheets of gtatlonsry, but 1t 1o 1little & soldier ie per-
mitted to gtate. Anyway, I must tell you this before closing. A cadreman asked a
Ggrman prileoner the other day while paasing by, 'How 4o you like Lmerica by this
time?' He replled, 'I am the happiest man in the world, believe me. My firet bed
to sleep in In five years was here in America and my first meat to est in four months
wag gerved me In America., We like Amerlcan people, slways did; so when Germeany and
Amerlca wins thie war, we can enjoy ourselves the rest of our lives.'

"Sincersly, Sgt. Willlem M, Burke, Medical Detachment, 386th Inf., Cemp Swift, Texas."



