Help the team: Universglty of Notre Dame The week end be]ongs

Mags and Communlon today, Religloug Bulietin to God. Get to Massg
5:00 P.M. in V-12 halls September 2L, 1943 on time. Confeasicns

Letter From A Convict

A Notre Deme prilest and & convlict struck up a friendship many monthe ago. There
followed an exchange of corregpondence. The following letter received by the
priest sarly 1n September tells a remarkable story:

"Dear Father: I am now in complete charge of the Catholic Chaplain's department of
thls prigon. I do appreclate the respongibilities and trust Father has placed in
me. My work hag been Incressed. Fourteen hours per dey is a short one for me;

my average totals glxteen working hours, and thet lan't Just for one week. It is
rather a definits set up.

"The Legion of Mary is meking romarkeble progrsss here, The population of the
prigon before Father O'Toole ceme here was 3,000. The weekly Mage attendance, and
I am again wrong for Mags was sgald but twilce per month before his arrival...anyway,
the avsrage bl-monthly Mass attendance was 20. Today, the population of the prison
has been cut to Jess than one half. Our WEEKLY MASS ATTENDANCE hits an average

of 80.,... There has been an increase of 300% in the Catechism clags, and a 200%
increase in the number of boys who receilve Jommnion. A% no time in the entire
history of the Institution has any Chaplaln mede such smazing progress. I say,
'amazing,’' for the type of inmate we have left here arc clasgified aes the so-called
"hardened criminal.' T find them fairly gond men.

"I have a wondsrful friend in thile kindly Catholic Priest....and he hag been
respongible for helping, not only me, but countlsud other men to etrive for happiness
and succeds. He has fourteen years left before he resches the age of seventy. I
have lesg than ten years to serve to do all my time without parols. I would like

to gtay with Father...and I probably will...if not In the prison, I'll probably be
at his house downtown. He will take me.

"I am, at this time, trying to obtain four cassocks and that many surplices, I
wondey 1f there would not be some old ones around school. We can patch them up
and glve them to our new Altar Boys. We formed az sgoclety for such a thing here,
and I recently completed tralning elght men. Christmes we intend to put eight on
the Altar if posgidle. Our greatest set back are cassocks, etc.

"As matters stand, I have brought into our Church fifteen non Catholica, and have
brought back to the Church men who have been away for ay high as 25 years, Of
courge, I could not do guch things without the help of ths Blegsed Mother....I am
very certaln she 1s as happy as I am over such progresg., It 18 a wonderful thing
to bring a man...in fact geveral men...who have been sway from the Church and
Sacraments for 25 years, and watch them reeelve Holy Communion. Of courgs, we 4o
not allow guch men to recelve the Bleased Sacrement the first Mass they attend...
they muat prepare and prove worthy...that 1lg, as worthy o9 we human belnges cen be
under guch circumstances,

"It 1e difficult to undoretand...and some peonle are yet smezed...but I have seemed
to fit into this work. It seems natural, However, I am only beginning to realize
the reel meaninge of the words, WUMILITY AND CHARTTY. Tt 2ould mnt have been thought
g few yoars ago thet I would acquire such an outlook...but T did, and I did so be-
canwe a pious, old Irlsh-Catholic Priegt had falth in me when others had long given
up. No doubt T ghall make mistakes...we all do,..but one misteke T will never make
ls this: T ohall not break the confidence Father William 0'Toole placed in me., He's
a wonderful Prlest. T bellove he 1s a Saint; hs muat be,"

PRAYERS: (deceased) wife of Sgt. Howard Miller '*2; Martin J. Gillen, honorary doct.
of laws 1935; Slgter M, Michesl, 0.P. '3C; mother of Joe Gall (0¢) . 2 Spec. Int.




