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Better From A Convlct

A Notre Dame prie a t and a <3 onvict a truck up a friendship many months ago. There 
followed an exchange of correspondence. The following letter received by the 
prleat early in September tella a remarkable etory:
"Dea r Father: I am now in c ample te charge of the Ca tholi c Chapla in * a department of
thl o pr 1 a on. I cl o appre cla te the reapona ibl 11 tie a a nd trua t Fa ther ha a p la ce d in 
me. My w ork ha 8 be en Increa 8e d. Fourte en hour a per day 1 a a ahort one for me; 
my aver a ge t ota Is (3 ixteen working hour 8, and that 1 an' t jus t f or one week. It ia 
rether a definite Get up.

"'The Legion of Mary ia ma king remarkable pr ogre a a her e . The popula tlon of the 
pr i a on bef ore Father 0' Toole came here waa 3,000. The we ekly Ma a 8 a ttendanc e, a nd 
I am again wrong for Ma aa was aaid but twice per month before hi a arrival.. .anyway, 
the average 1)1 -monthly Maea 211 tendance if a 8 20. Today, the p opul a tl on of the pr la on 
ha a been cut; 10 la, a than one half. Our WFFHLY MASS ATTENDANCE hi t8 (an aver a ge
of 8 0.... There ha 8 be en an increa Ge of 3009% in the Cate chi am 0 let a e, and a 20046
1 ncreaae In the number of boys who receive Ccmmunlon, A1, no time in the entire 
til at ory of the Inatl tuti on hae any Chaplain made such amaz ing progre Eta. I say,
' ama % Ing,' for the type of Inmate wt have left here are cla 88 ifie d a e the 8 o - ca lied 
'hardened crimlna 1.' I find them fairly good men,

''I have a wonderful friend in thl 8 kind ly Ca tho 11 c Prl e a t..., and he ha 9 been 
respona 11)le for lie Iping, not only me, but (3ountleaa other men to 8trive for happlneaa 
find a uc cea Ei. lie ha a fourteen year @ le ft tie fore lie rem che 8 the age of aeventy, I 
have le 9 a than ten year a to serve to d o a 11 my t ime without parole, I would like 
to 8 tay wl th Father... and I pr obably wl 11,,. if not in the pri a on, I ' 11 proba bly be 
at his houae downtown, He wl 11 take me,

"I am, at this time, trying to obtain four caeaocka and that many surplice8, I
wonder if there would not be aome old one8 around achool, We can patch them up
and give them to our new Altar B oye. We f or me d a a ode ty for such a thing he re, 
and I recently completed training eight men. Chrlatmaa we Intend to put eight on 
the AItar if poaaible , Our greateat Get back are ca88ocka, etc.

"A8 mattera 0tand, I have brought into our Church fifteen non Catholica, and have 
brought ba ck to the Chur ch men who have been away for as high a 8 23 ye are, Of 
c ouree, I could not do 3uch things without the tie Ip of title Ble 8sed Mother... , I am 
very certa in a he la a 8 happy a 8 I am over such pr ogr ea e. It 18 a wond er ful thing 
to bring a man... in fact several men. , .who have been away from the Church and 
Sacramenta for 23 years, and watch them receive Holy Communion, Of courae, we do 
#ot n How a uch men to re cel ve the Bleaoed 53a cr ament the fl re t Ma ea they attend. ,, 
the y rnuot prepare and pr ove w or thy.. . tha t ia, a a worthy a a we human beings can be 
under 8uch circumatance8.

"It la difficult to under a tand.. . and a ome pe onle a re ye t ama ze d, ., but I have o e emed 
to fl t into thi a w or k. It aeemw na tura 1, However, I am only be ginning to re all ze 
the re a 1 me anlnge of the w ord 9, HUMILITY AND CHARITY, It c ould not ha ve b e e n thought 
a few yea re a go tha t I w ould a c quir e 0 uch an out 100k.. * but I d 1 d, and I d i d e 0 b e - 
cauw e si pi oue, old Iri 8h - Ca tholi 0 Pr 1&31b ha d fa ith 1 n mu whe n others ha d 1 ong given 
up. No doubt I shall make mi8takea.,,wm all do,..but one mistake I will never make
18 thia: I shall not break the confidence Father William O'Toole placed in me. He's
a wonderful Prleet. I believe he is a Saint; ha must be,"

PBAYEBS; (doco&8ed) wife of 8gt, Howard Miller '%2; Martin J. Gillen, honorary doct, 
of laws 1935; Sister M, Michael, O.P. '30; mother of Joe Gall (00) . 2 Spec. Int.


