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Knute Rockne.

"It was Tuesday of Holy Week, March 31, 1931* Most of the student body was preparing 
to leave the campus for the Easter holiday, and the faculty was willing to relax in 
the prospect of the short Easter recess. After dinner that day, the prlests had gone 
to the recreation room in the basement of Badln Eall, Some were playing cards; some 
vare at the pool tables; others were sitting in the chairs smoking and taIking. The 
telephone rang. Someone answered it and called for Father Mulcaire, the vice-president, 
"It’s a long distance call 111 Father Mulcaire took the receiver and spoke a few words, 
and his usua lly rudd y c ountenanc e turne d a alkie in. He replaced the r e ce iver and t urne d 
to the priests. Els lips were aImost bloodless as he whlspered hoarsely: "Rockne’ s 
killed J " (Quota ti ons ta ken fr om "Notr e Dame - 0&e Eundred Years ", Hope.)

"One night bef or e a b ig game In the Ea st I va s nervous and worr led a bout the out come 
the next day, and was unable to (3leep. I tosaed and roiled about the bed, sind finally 
(1 ecided to get up and sit downstalrs. About five or six o ’clock in the morning, while 
pa cing the 1 obby of the hote 1, I unexpe(3tedly ran into two of my own players hurrying 
out,

"I asked them where they were going at such an hour, although I had a good idea.
Within the next few minutee, my players continued hurrying out and I decided to go 
Etlong w 1th them. They dldn *t ree 11%e it, but these youngsters were making a powerful 
impress 1 on on me with their devot 1 on, and when I saw a 11 of them waIking up to the 
Communion rai 1 to re ce ive, and rea 11 see d the hours of is le ep they had sa cr if 1 ced, I 
under s t ood for the firs t time wha t a powerful al ly their r e llglon wa s to them In the ir 
work on the f ootba 11 fieId, later on, I bad the happlness of j oining my lboys at the 
Communion rail."

Father Char lea 0’ Donne 11, the pres ident of Notre Dame, prea ched the sermon a t Rockne’s 
funera 1. When in his sermon IB'sther. (3’Donne 11 asked the questions, Who was Knute 
Rockne, and Why did he enj oy 8uch incredible popularlty, lie responded;

"I do not know the answer. I would not (let]?e the Irreverence of gueseing.
But I find myself in this hour of piteous loss and palned bewlIderment 
re ca lllng the w ords of Chr 1 st: "Thou she It 1 ove thy lord thy God with thy 
whole heart. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second 1 s 
1 lice unto thl s: Thou ska It love thy nei ghb or a s thys elf," 1 think, s upreme ly,
he loved his neighbor, his fe 11 ow -man, w 1th genuine deep love * In an age that 
has is tamped 1 ts elf a s the <3 ra of the ’ go - go t ter ’ - - a horrl I) le wor d f or what 
i 8 all t oo often a ruthle s s thing - - he wa s a ’ go- giver ’ - - a not much better 
word, but it means a divlne thing. Ee made use of a 11 the proper machlnery " 
and legitimate methods of modern activity to be essentially not modern at all; 
t o be quite <3 lementar 1 ly human and Chr 1 s tl an, gl ving hlms e If, spend Ing him-
8 elf, 1 ike wa ter, not for hlms elf, but for others. And once again, in his
ca s e, mos t il lus tr lous ly is ver if ie d the Uhr 1 s tlan paradox -- tie ha s ca s 1) away 
to keep, he ha s 1 ost hi s life to find i t. Thl s i s not d eath, but Immortal it y."

Friday is the annivers ary of R ockne ’ 9 (lea th * It 1 s a Is o the feaa t of the Seven Sorrows
of Our Blessed lady, On that day, through Mass and Communion, show your love of our
Lady and char 1 ty toward a Rockne.

PRAYERS: (Ml s s Ing in Act! on) Lie lit;. James White, ex, ’ h), of Danville, 111., b omber
Ip Hot, los t over Aus tr ia, Feb, 2)r d, (111) Mr, John S3 canine 11 (Phy * Ed, Dept) opera til, on,

Rockne and Holy Communion.

"Who Was Knute Rockne?"


