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He Gave His Life For HIa Friends.

Even the l a s t  ac t of Jose Antonio Urquiza was an act of charity  fo r one In need.
At le a s t  Jose thought the man who approached him was in  need. He did not re a liz e  
th a t  the t r a in  fare  he was paying was fo r th a t  of h is  murderer. Hardly was the 
charity  accomplished, when the f a t a l  shots were f ire d . The bleeding body of Jose was 
carried  by farm laborers  and neighbors to  the chapel In the Urquiza home, and there 
a t  the foo t of the a l t a r  they placed the man who tr ie d  to  be th e i r  saviour.

Jose Antonio was a young man when he died in  1938, only th i r ty .  He had studied law. 
But like  h is  fa th e r  and brothers he p refe rred  to  make farming his vocation. The heart 
of th is  young man was f i l l e d  w ith  the desire  to  bring a Christian so c ia l order to 
Mexico. He wanted to  make h is  country a peaceful land in which a l l  could love God 
as they wished, with ch a rity , ju s t ic e  and opportunity for a l l .

C hristian  apostles are made a t  Mass and a t  the Communion r a i l ,  i t  is  in  the church 
and chapel th a t  C hrist in sp ires  souls by re -o f fe r in g  His own death in  th e i r  presence 
and by feeding them on Himself, w ith  His own Flesh and Blood, the Divine Food th a t  
produces love fo r neighbor, courage and patience in  su ffering . The d a ily  Communion 
which Jose Antonio received from h is  e a r ly  childhood was bound to  spring fo rth  in to  
a great ch a rity . He had received Holy Communion the morning he died. F ifteen  
minutes before he was f a t a l ly  sho t, he had v is i te d  Christ in the v illag e  Church.

There is  a shortage of apostles today. And th a t  i s  because there is  no deep and 
in te l l ig e n t  love of Mass and Holy Communion. Once Catholics re tu rn  to  the a l t a r  
they w il l  become the s a l t  C hrist wants them to  be. Jose Antonio was only twenty***
fiv e  when he wrote the following r e f le c t io n s ,  the f r u i t  of moments spent before the 
Blessed Sacrament:

"I spoke and was spoken to  by My King and Redeemer for one hour. No one to
in te r ru p t  us, no one to  in te r fe re  with our earnest conversation. I  p re­
sented a plan to  Him. Be did not seem pleased. Perhaps another plan w il l  
please Him."

"I spent another hour w ith  my King and Redeemer. I  presented another plan
for Mexico's sa lv a tio n . He seemed pleased. He approved i t .  I t  must be
put in to  ac tion . I t  is  a plan of peace, a plan of forgiveness and not of
revenge, a plan of making b e t te r  C h ris tian s , b e t te r  men and women, b e tte r  
Mexicans."

C hrist asks Catholics to  be an in fluence , " s a l t " ,  In th e ir  community. He asks them 
to  use th e i r  ta le n ts  fo r the good of o thers . There are Catholics who have the
C hristian  s p i r i t .  They have seen unsanitary  conditions in th e ir  fa c to r ie s  and have
acted to b ring  about a change. There are Catholic lawyers who w il l  not l e t  pass 
unchallenged a ttacks on the fam ily, marriage "and the home. Jose Antonio did not 
look for glory . He saw his neighbor in  need. That was his only reason for s ta r t in g  
the movement for so c ia l  reform.

O r  need is  fo r men who do more a t  Mass than make p e t i t io n s .  We need men who w il l  
k lve, who w i l l  o ffer th e i r  serv ice  to  God fo r His glory and the good of th e ir  neigh­
bors. Jose Antonio was only too happy to  have had hie bleeding body placed a t  the 
foo t of the a l t a r .  I t  was th ere  he promised hie l i f e ;  there th a t  he f u l f i l l e d  i t .  
C hrist needs you. The world needs you. Forget s e l f  and work for the good of your
n a l t . h h m .  ________________________
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