(FOR THE CATHOLIC STUDENT AT NOTRE DAIE)

Novena for Bxems: niversity of Notre Dame Fill out the Questionnaire
Begins Thurs.: Mass, Religious Bulletin and drop it in the box
Coemmmion, Grotto, - June 9, 1944 by the pamphlet rack.
Litany of Sec, Heart, E—

"The Dumb Ox"
(Patron of tliose teking Lxaiinations.)

Thamas Aquinas made a brilliant start in school, £t fourteen he was ready for
wiversity worke. Thomas entered the famous Benedictine monastery of Monte Cassino,
now in ruins, at the age of seven, In seven years he had mastered everything the
five century old medieval school could give him. The young genius moved on to the
University of Maples where he attracted the attontion of all,

Then Thoras slumped. The light seemed to go out very suddenly. Thomas became
tight=lipped at the Univereity of Paris, where he took advanced work, Stupidity
wes in evidence. Classmates began calling him "The Dumb Ox". A well known incident
acted as proof that this Dominicen monk was becoming e simpleton. Ore day as Thomas
was studying in his cell; he was told to come to the window of an edjcining ceil o
witness an wusual sight = a flying ox. Thomas promptly came to the window and
scazmed the heavens. uWhen asked why he belisved in such a %ele, he answered thet he
would rather helieve it possible for an ox to fly Thenm that a friar would lie.

A young friar had pity cn Thomes and offered to give him extra help in theology. All
went well until the charitaeble instructor cawe upon a diffieult passage. It was Too
much for him. He tried to cover cver his ignorance by a flood of words. Thomas saw
the poor fellow's plight. His charity prompbted him to unmask himself. "The Dumb Ox"
explained the passage with astounding clarity and presision. It was profound thinking
that had brought cilence and the appearance of simplicity to Thomas. IHe hecame tutor
to the man wviho tried to tubtor hii.

A good student often gets lost in his study. Ilore than once Thomas demonstrated

his powers of concentration and abstraction, A% 8 party piven by the king and queen
Thomas became absorbed in a problen on which he had been working before departing for
the banquet hall. BSuddenly, in the midst of the feasting, Thomas jumped vp, povmded
the table and shouwted, "At last I have the clinching argument against the Manicheans.”
Thome.s took no drug when wmdergoing a surgical operation. .e became unawere of pain
by simply contemplating on the things of God.

Thomas wes huible enough to call on God for help in his studies. He did not depend
on the powers of his own intellect. Our Ledy once sppeared to him to reassurs him
that his theology was true. At another time, a passage in Sctiptuwre baffled him.

He preyed and fasbed for seoveral days. And then cne evening, St. Petor and St. Paul
appeared in his cell and discoursed with him aboul the probler.

Thome.s ranks as one of the world's greatest intellects. He is in heaven now, a mighty
influence before the throne of God. He is a canonized saint, the paftron of students.

There were times when Thomas did not kuow the enswers. So he will uvnderstand your
case when you pray for his help. lMaybe you are not so dumb as your grade would
prove., Like Tunomas, mayte some little thing is covering upyour genius. lersevering
prayer works wonders.

We Praver for Study in the I.D. Freyerbook will tring "The Dumb Ox" to yowr side.
Pal around with him during these pre~exams days. laybe you should really possess
his nome, bubt don't forget, he can work miracles - if you ask him,

FRAYELS: (lecoased) brother of Sister Dolorissima, C.8,C.; mother of Jack Tinkle,
ex. 453 fathier of Brother FPaul, C.5«C.s Reve John Steunton, brothsr of Prof, Henry
Staunton; brother of Lieub. Robert iicyer, USFR, killed in action; William Holnhan,
exa'32. (ILl) friend of Jim Kallo (¥P); cousin of al Vodicla (Coav), missing in
action: Ralnh Valva (0C) = operation. 2 Specs Int. One Thenksgiving.,




