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Servicemen: Communion
Is distributed In Dillon 
after 5 P,M, Mass till 6:10,

He died In The Lord

A tra gedy took pla ce (1 uring the shor 1b vacati on between semesters, at tragedy in which 
a N otre Dame s tudent 1 os t his life. Be a man Tom Dr aper, a member of Co. D of the 
V-12 unit, living in D111 on Ha 11, vae drowned in the Ohlo rlver, To add 1bo the 
tra ge dy, and t o the a Ire ady he avy e orr cm? of Tom' s mothe r, the b ody ha s riot; been 
reoovered yet.
Tom' s home liras in Los Angeles. El8 leave did not give him enough trave 1 ling time to 
go home, a o he a c c epte d se aman Bi 11 Br ockoff' 8 inv 1 ta 1b ion to *3 pend the vs ca tl on a t 
Bill' s home in Cin clnnatl. The tv o vent on at canoe tr 1 p + On the re turn home the 
craft capei ze d nea r mid a tr earn, Nel ther men ve re fr ighte ne d by the misha p, Sv liming 
for shore seeme d 1b o be out of the que s tlon, be ca us e of adver a e currents. So B111 and 
Tom headed for tvo (3oncrete blocks making up par 1b of the dam near vhich the aceldent 
took place. 3)111 Brockoff reached one of the blocks first, While reating, Bl 11 kept
his eye on Tom vho va 8 only a fev feet ava y fr om the sec ond concre tie lb lock. Then he 
climbed up the ladder attached to the 1block. On reachlng the top, tie turned to look 
f or his companion, and Tom vas no vhere to lie seen, The Goes t Guards Rea cue crave 
came to the ecene, but a11 their efforts failed *
Tom Draper vas ve 11 prepared for this day, Even though it vas vacatlon time, and lie 
va Ei living avay fr om home, Tom eta sis te d at Mas s and received Holy Communion da lly in 
the pa risk chur ch, He was at Mas s and Communion only a fev hour s be fore God called 
him. Our Ble ssed Savior seemed to have been (a very Important part of tills vaca til on, 
There happened to be Forty Hours devotions in Cincinnati (and Tom not only attended, 
but tie (served on the altar.

Tom's life la an example of prayer for every student, especially the servicemen,
A tlght ischedule of <3lassee find Navy routlne did not hamper hi8 idevotions. Da 1 ly 
Mas s a rid Communion hea de d Tom * a 11 st of spir itual a ctlvl tl ea, A favor ite de votl on 
va 8 the Rosary * He p os a ea aed (a r os ary book. It was a common sight to 8 ee him in 
D11 Ion Ea 11 chape 1 w i th the b ook in one hand and the r os ary in the other * The bea els 
were in hia pocket the day he <1 led, and an extra pair wag found among hia <3ffects.
Tom had j ust comple te d hi s fir 81 seme s te r a t Notre Dame. Hia c las 8 aver a ge va a very 
c loa e to 90. One of his tea chars obs erve d that he often p la ce d J , M , J, (Je sue, Mary, 
Joseph) at the top of hia clae8 aasignments * A sma 11 thing, yet it show8 where hie 
thoughts were *

This exemplary life of prayer did not start at Notre Dame. The habit wa8 part of Tom 
before he came to Our Lady'e campus. Thet means he vas keeping close to God in prayer 
during his three months of boot camp, the one month of radar 8chool, the three 
months on the supply ship U . S ,8, Argonne, and the ten months on the la land of New 
Galedonla,

Tom va s only nine te en. But it w as not a boy that God took h ome to heaven; it wa s a 
real man,
The intentl on for the fire t Mis s 1 on Ma 9 e in cr ed Hear t Chur ch a t 6:4 5 Wednes da y
morning w 111 be for the repoae of Tom' 8 8oul, A requlem Maes v 111 be offersd
We cine 8 day morning a t 6:15 in Dll Ion Hall chape 1 a t the re cues t of the servlc emen, wh o
w 111 rl ae ea rly to I) e pre 8 e nt a t the Eol y Sa cr if 1 ce.

FATHER MALOUGHNEY, C. S. (3., THE MISSION SPEAKER, WILL BE IN HIS CONFESSIONAL BY THE
8ACRISTY FOR CONFESSION AND CONSULTATION, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, FROM 4 1bo 
5 IN THE AFTERNOON,


