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Again TIME Magazine Offers Affront To U. S. Catholics.
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"Against the widespread chorus of congratulations a t  the Holy Father's  nomination of 
Megr. Michael J .  Ready, General Secretary of the NCWC to  be the Bishop of Columbus, 
i t  has remained for TIME magazine to  seize the occasion to  affron t Catholics of the 
United S tates. So far as is  known,TIME achieved the unenviable d is tinc tio n  of 
being unique in th is  respect.

"The la te s t  sneer of the publication against the Catholic body was to  describe Bisho- 
e lec t Ready as 'a Catholic lobby is t. '  Monsignor Ready has, during his long and im­
portant connection with the NCHC, many times appeared before Congressional Committees, 
mostly a t  the Invitation of the l a t t e r ,  to express the Catholic viewpoint concerning 
le g ls is la tio n . This is ,  of course, the American way of openly finding out what the 
c itizens of the country think about proposed leg is la tio n , and has nothing whatever 
to  do with lobbying. Monsignor Ready also  has not hesitated to  speak out in  s ta te ­
ments, issued frankly for general publication, on various issues --  a method that has 
likewise nothing to  do with lobbying.

" I t  is  In teresting that in the same week that the misrepresentation of Bishop-elect 
Ready appeared, the President of the United S tates was f la t ly  denying as untrue, an 
assertion  made by TIME which had caused concern among many groups in the country.
I t  was taken to  be sign ifican t tha t the TIME reference to the Bishop-elect p a rticu la rly  
noted that he 1denounced the Spanish lo y a l is ts ' and ’d istrusted  Russia,* offenses 
which the magazine seems to regard as unforgivable. This newest insu lt re ca lls  tha t 
TIME magazine has been accused p e rs is ten tly  of misrepresenting facts concerning the
Church, while pursuing a devious scheme of following up an in su lt with an unctiously- 
worded report of some Catholic happening.

f.T̂ i  ,hSS °alled a tten tion  to  TIME'S 'sp ite fu l and venomous attacks on the
vathOlie Church and described these as 'purposeful. * OUR SUNDAY VISITOR has
asserted that TIME is  'ever ready to  evidence i t s  liberalism  by taking a crack a t
the Church or a l l  C hristianity . The INLAND CATHOLIC has said the magazine uses
_a aodge-podge of innuendo and misstatements about the Catholic Church.' Edward
™ 6nfr M  ̂ EX6CUt,1!® S!°r e t2*y ?f the National Council of Catholic Men, accused 
TIME of irresponsible i f  not malicious journalism' tending to  'divide the American
Pe ople In th is  hour of crying need for national unity *f

"Archbishop Schrembs of Cleveland described TIME'S treatment of a particu la rly  sacred 
Catholic theme as flippant and in su l t in g .* Categorical denials were made by the
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"Bishop-elect Ready himself has taken the magazine to  task on e a r l ie r  occasions and 
some persons see spite work in the description of the prelate a t  th is  time. In 1959
e protested to TIME'S editor that i t  has a 'notorious reputation for error and

inaccuracy in reporting or commenting on Catholic in te re s ts . 1”
J .J .G ilb e r t  in OUR SUNDAY VISITOR.


