
Books for all Holy Week University of Notre Dame
services for sale at Book- Religious Bulletin
store and In Office of Pref, March 20, I$&5
of Eelig, 50̂ . Latin and Eng*  ___________ _

Confessions every night 
at Night Prayer, at 6:30 
in Basement Chape1, after 
7100 in Sorin and Cav,

He Hi and Damni
The language spoken by young men (and women) is not always the King’s English, Strong 
phras e s travel d own (3 orr id or s , de 8 or iptive exc lama t ions s ome time a tr ickle thr ough open 
transoms, unholy remarks are frequently made about fumbled baseballs and dubbed shots 
in golf and the "tough" professor. Many GIs and iforkmen have a vocabulary that can' t 
be found in Webster, And students have been known to show favor to certain words and 
phrases, Some of these are sins against the Second Commandment, Some are not. It’s 
a common qua s tion for s tudenta 10 a elk:: "May I go to Holy Communi on after us ing "hell"
or "damn" T So this 11(3 not 21 bawling out, juat an explanation ~- but 21 ot a(3(3ordingly 
if theee lines awaken your (3onsclenee.
He 11 i and Damni can be as harmlesa as "Fudge 1" arid "Fiddleatioka:", they may not be 
a ins fit 11. Some ne cee sary d Is tinctlona must be made before a pere on can be de dared 
gul Ity of is Inful language. There has been 21 tr emend cue amount of SWEARING d one s ince 
Pearl Earb or, Every GI can be a cowed of this deed, To swear meane t o take an oath, 
to ca 11 upon God 10 witneare the truth of what is a aid, Swearing le an a ct of virtue, 
and there ia no 8in in the action unlee8 one lie# under oath or ueelesue and unnecessary 
oaths are taken, A common mistake in the confessional is for the penitent to say, "I 
ewore," when lie mans that tie cursed or lb00k God *s name in vain.
Moral the ology lias a ee oti on on cur a ing * Here la where "damn" plays an Important r ole 
In the language of a ome people, (Those who use th&a expression are commonly known "to 
have "cussed," The word "damn" could lie used as si curse, 8 real wish that someone be
condemned to eternal punishment, and the same can be said of "Go to belli" One who 
would employ such expressions and sincerely mean them in regard to their neighbor 
would be gul Ity of mortal s in, Or dinar! ly, moet people <1 (3 not. Intend the ir impre ca-:" r. 
tions to be taken literally, even when they damn inanimate objects, like golf balls, 
late trains and math problems, Hence, such language would not be a mortal sin, Curs
ing la usually prompted by anger or impatience. The sin is normally that of impa- 
1b lence, a venla 1 a in, if ith the exple tives only a manife eta tlon of temper, In the c on - 
fe a s 1 one 1, the penl tent guilty of this is in should say, "I cure e d 8 ever a 1 time a, 
through losing my patience," So the use of the words damn, hell, fudge or fiddle- 
8 ticks is not always fre e fr om fault, lie or she may be e; Inning thr ough anger,
8 ome people know few is d je ct Ives, few expre 8 alone to employ for the aake of empha a la (3 0 
they fa 11 ba elk: on the na tiona 1 favor itee "he 11" and "damn" to give we ight to the ir 
descriptIona. Thla sort of emphasis doea not constitute is sin in itseIf,
Another form of ape e ch is VULGARITY. It la often mis called cure Ing. Under vulgar ity 
fall *3 uch terms and expre a s ions that are (3 ours e, uncouth and ungentlemanly. In them- 
ae Ive 8 they d 0 not (3 one titute 21 8 in, Never the (less, they are often a 88 oc lare d with
impatience and auggeative taIk; thia would make them venia 1 sins,
8 ome times one * 8 w ord 8 and phrase a, though Innocent in themse Ive a, can be mos t offens ive 
10 c ompanlona and ne ighb ore. Vulgar ity cannot often walk about wl th a ha lo, for by 
frequency In its use it becomes most offensive. Uncharitableness Is a venla1 ain.
The disrespectful use of the name of God, Chr 1st, Jesus or Lord is PROFANITY or the
TAKING OF GOD'El NAME IN VAIN. De 1 iterate acts of profanity (ire venia 1 sins, not morta 1
a inf*, a Ei some mis ta kenly be lleve. Though there may tie no s in at a 11 when pr ofanlty is
used without re fie ctlon and intent ion, as happens fr om hab it, one always has the
obligation to correct hie fault; 11'a a sin not to try,,, ,., There are tongues now 
be ing purifie d in Purgatory, A venla 1 sin is s til 1 s in and an insult t o God, Some -
thing is wrong with your good wl 11 and purpose of amendment if you show no improvement
after f orty or fifty c onfe s s ions a year and $6$ nightly a cts of c ontritlon,

m a  NO MORTAL GIN HAS BEEN COMMITTED, IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO GO TO CONFESSION 
BEFORE COMMUNION. FREQUENT COMMUNION WILL CORRECT YOUR BAD HABITS, TRY IT,


