NOVENA for EXAMS and University of Notre Dame Solemn Mass in Church
FATHER'S DAY begins Religious Bulletin Friday, 8:15, feast of
Frlday.seessnennes June 6, 1945 the Sacred Heart,

"The Dumb Ox"
(Patron of those taking Examinations. )

Thomas Agquinas made & brilliant start in school, At fourteen he was ready for
university work, Thomas entered the famous Benedictine monastery of Monte Cessino,
now in ruins, at the age of seven. In gseven years he had mastered everything the
five century old medieval school could give him, The young genius moved on to the
University of Naples where he attracted the attentioniof all.

Then Thomas slumped., The light seemed to go out very suddenly. Thomas became
tiglht-1ipped at the Unilversity of Parls, where he took advanced work, Stupidity
wag in evidence. Classmates began calling him "The Dumb Ox." A well known incldent
acted as proof that thls Dominlcan monk was becomling a simpleton., One day as Themas
was gtudylng in his cell, he wasg told to come to the window of an adjoining cell %o
wiltness an unusual sight - a flylng ox. Thomas promptly came to the window and
gcanned the heavens. When agked why he belleved in such a tale, he answeored that he
would rather belleve 1t possible for an ox to fly than for a friar to lie,

A young friar had plty on Thomas and offered to glve him extra help in theology.
A1l went well until the charitable instructor came upon a difflcult passage. 1t was
too much for him. He trled to cover his ignorance by a flood of words, Thomas sgaw
the poor fellow's plight. His charlty prompted him to umnmask himself. "The Dumb
Ox" explained the passage with astounding clarity and precision. It was profound
thinking that had brought silence and the appearance of simpliclty to Thomas, He
became tutor to the men who tried to tutor hilm.

A good student often gets lost in his atddy. More than once Thomas demonstrated
his powers of concentration and abstraction. At a party glven by the king and queen,
Thomas became absorbed in a problem on which he had been working bsfore departing
for the banguet hall, Suddenly, in the midet of the feasting, Thomas Jumped up,
pounded the table and shouted, "At last I have the clinching argument agalinst the
Manicheans.” Thomas took no drug when undergolng a surglcal operation. He became
unaware of pain by simply contemplating on the things of God.

Thomas was humble enough to call on God for help in his gtudies, He d1id not depend
on the powers of his own intellect. Our Lady once appeared to him to reassurs him
that hig theology was true. At another time, a pagsage in Scripture baffled him.

He prayed and fasted for several days. And then one evenlng, 5t. Peter and St., Panl

appeared in hle cell and discoursed with him about the problem,

Thomas ranks as one of the world's greatest intellects, He 18 In heaven now, a
mighty influence before the throne of God. He 1s a canonlzed saint, the patron of

gtudents.

There were times when Thomas did not know thse answers. So he will understand your
cage when you pray for his help. Maybe you are not go dumb as your grade would
{ndicate., Like Thomas, maybe some 1little thing 1s covering up your genlus. Per-

gavering prayer works wonderd,

The Prayer for Study in the N.D. Prayerbook will bring "The Dumb Ox" to your side.
Pal around with him during these pre-exam days. Maybe you should really mogsess hils
name, but don't forget, he can work miracles - 1f you ask him.

BECAUSE ORDINATIONS WITL TAKE PLACE IN THE CHURCH NEXT SUNDAY (8:00), THE FOLLOWING
(HANGES WILL BE MADE TN THE PLACE OF THE SUNDAY MASSES (NO CHANGE IN TIME OF THE

AT

MASSES). ALL MAZSES WILL BE GAID IN THE BASEMENT CHAPEL OF THE CHURCH AND THFRE WILL

TOERAT 0 I R

BE AN EXTRA 10:10 MASE TN EACH OF THE CIVILIAN HALL CHAPELS.



