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How Augustine Conquered Impurlty.

When impurlty ie having 1te own way wlth the soul and body, she saye nothing and does
nothlng. But once the youthful and beautlful creature Chastity comes upon the scens,
her Jealousy flares up. Then Impurlty becomes a liar, and her cunning knows no

" bounds., Augustine knows. He wag not always a saint. Hls youth was one of 11licit
loves. When Chagtity begaun to attract him, Impurity began to use all her trickery
and soft words. Thie 1s the way St. Augustine described 1t in his "Confessions."”

"My one-time mistrisses held me back, plucking at my garment of
flesh and murmuring softly: 'Are you sending us away?' And 'From
this moment shall we not be wilth you, now or forever?' And 'From
this moment shall thls or that not be allowed you, now or forever?!
What were they suggesting to me In the phrase I have wriltten 'this
or that,' what were they suggesting to me, O my God? Do you in
your mercy keep from the soul of your servant the vilensss and
uncleannesge they were suggesting. And now I began to hear them not
half so loud; they no longer stood againet me face to face, but
wore goftly muttering behind my back and, as I tried to depart,
plucking stealthlly at me to make me look behind, Yet sven that
was enough, a0 hesltating was I, to keep me from snatching myself
fres, from sheking them off and leaplng upwards on the way I was
calleds for the strong force of heblt sald to me 'Do you think you
can live without them?'"

St. Augustine saw that in glving up impurity he was atout to embrace a more attractlve
creature. The beauty and goodness of Chastlty drew him,

"In the direction toward which I had turned my face and was quivering
in fear of golng, I could see the austere beasubty of Continence,
gereno indeed and Joyous but not evilly, honouradble soliciting me to
come to her and not linger, stretching forth loving hands to recelvs
and embrace me, hands full of multitudes of good examples, With her
I saw ouch host of young men and maildens, a multitude of youth and of
every age, gray wldows and women grown old in virginity, and in them
all Continence herself, not barren but the frultful mother of children,
her Joys, by You, Lord, her Spouse."

(Chestity epoke to Augustine and what she snld glves the clew to how
he conquered impurity.)

“And she emiled upon me and her smlle gave cournge as 1f she were
saylng: 'Cen you not do what these mon have done, what these women
have done? or could men or women have dons such in themsslves, and not
in the Lord thelr God? The Lord thelr God gave me to them., Why do you
gtand upon yourgelf and go not stand at all? COnat yoursaclf upon Hinm
and be not afraild; He wlll not draw away and let you fall., C(ept
yourself without fear, Ho will recelve you and henl you.'"

And you? Is Chaplty your bride? or are you caught in the embrace of gin? Lot O,
Augugtine gilve you the lead: Capt yourself on Our Blesped Lord, Prayer and froquent
Communion willl bring you Chastity.
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