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Theresa Martin

She should not have been a s a in t ,  She was only 25 years old when she died, not a very 
long span In which to  perform many good works fo r  God and neighbor. 25, t h a t ' s  the 
age a t  which many young people are  j u s t  g e t t in g  a s t a r t  in  l i f e .  Theresa Martin was 
c losing  hers a t  the q u a r te r -ce n tu ry  mark.

she should not have been a s a in t .  How could she become one? Sho entered a c lo is te re d
convent a t  the age of 15, c lo i s t e r e d ,  th a t  means walled in .  She never l e f t  the convent
once she en te red . She never worked in  a m ission f i e ld  w ith  lepers  or In a h o s p i ta l  
ded ica ting  her day and n ig h t  t o  the cars of the s ick .  She never had the headaches of 
a teacher. Hers was simply the d a i ly  rou tine  of th ings th a t  any young g i r l  would do
around her home, sweeping, washing, c le a r in g  the t a b le , washing windows and working
in  the garden.

She should not have been a s a i n t .  Others su ffe red  j u s t  as much as she did from the 
inconveniences of l i f e  - she su ffe red  exceedingly from the cold - and from tubercu los­
i s ,  the d isease  from which she f i n a l l y  died.

No, according to  what one could see , S i s t e r  Theresa of the Child Jesus should not have 
died a s a in t .  But Theresa had a h e a r t  tn a t  could not be seen. What was ex trao rd inary  
about her was th a t  h e a r t ; I t  pu t  the f i r e  of the love of God behind each a c t . T ha t 's  
why she became a s a in t .

I t  would be w ell fo r  you to  remember her words when you are pounding out a duty on 
your typew rite r ,  when you a re  a t  your desk in s tudy , when you are confronted by the 
pains from your asthma or from f a i l u r e  in  the classroom, Write down T heresa 's  words 
and place them in  each one of your tex tbooks ,

"Our Lord does not look so much a t  the g rea tness of 
our a c t io n s , nor even a t  t h e i r  d i f f i c u l t y , b u t "at " 
the love w ith  which we"do them,” The l e a s t  a c t  of 
pure love is  worth more fo r  God and the Church than 
a l l  o ther good works nut t o g e th e r , "
nn-rir "."L-J.nnr ,  ■'-** wmC^ h.h. h m> a , w . - w w w w . w  — —  T m i;fV ~ r i  ■   -nr.-nm

S t .  Theresa should be the pa tron  of every young man of the 20th century, because th e i r  
l i f e  w i l l  l ik e  h e rs ,  f i l l e d  w ith  commonplace d u t ie s  and s a c r i f i c e s . Today is  the 
f e a s t  day of S t .  Theresa. Whether you are an eng ineer, lawyer, commerce s tuden t ,  or 
in  Art and L e t te r s ,  ask th i s  s a in t  to  help you follow her L i t t l e  Way to  Heaven«

Student Impressions Concerning Adoration

"Before I came to  Notre Dame I never r e a l l y  knew what prayer meant. In f a c t ,  I  s e l ­
dom went to  church, The good in fluence  of s p i r i t u a l  ad v ise rs  and the example s e t  by 
o ther students  brought me to  my s e n s e s . I now ask  God's forgiveness fo r  my neg lec t of 
Him those many years ,  and in c e r ta in  ways I  f e e l  th a t  I  have atoned somewhat fo r  th a t  
n e g le c t ,  in a t ten d in g  Maes, saying my n igh t p rayera ,  and v i s i t i n g  the G rotto . And now 
th a t  Notre Dame has e s tab l ish ed  pe rpe tua l  ado ra tion  of Our Lord in the Blessed Sacram­
e n t ,  I  have f e l t  i t  a duty to  spend much more than a ha lf-hou r  in  adoring God and 
thanking Him fo r  having shown me the way bank to  Him,"

Prayers

A reques t has come from Brother Maximus, 0 .8 .C. Hie mother died re c e n t ly  and he asks 
a remembrance of her in  your p ray e rs .  Brother adds an in t e r e s t in g  n o te . '  "Sho was 
a t  death two months sho rt  of 105. I t  was easy fo r  me to  remember the year of her 
b i r t h  as i t  was in  181+2, the year Notre Dame was founded, my s p i r i t u a l  m other."


