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Lady Chapel behind On Saturday, at 11:00,
the Main Altar, March 21, 1946

Afraid of Qomf@sston?‘f Réaﬁ This.

"The geviousness with which he (Father Damien who cared for the lepers at
Molokal) regarded the obligations of the confessional 18 shown on the ocragion
when the Provincilal of his Order tried to visit him during the time when the

law of isolation was being enforced. Damlen had not seen anybody from the
outgide world for several months and on the calm morning when the 1little steamer
blew a blast from ite whlestle and hove to off Kalawao 1t must have presented

a welcome glabht to his eyes., He rushed to launch a hoat and, with several of
the more fit lepere rowing, put off to the steamer where, at that very moment,
the captain was refusing the request of the Provincial that he be allowed to

go aghors for even half an hour.

"Ag Tamisn's boat rame alongside the vessel and as his hand sousht the ac-omodation
ladder the captain warned him not to come aboard, reminding him of the new

law., The disappointed priest pleaded that all he wished was g few minutes alonse
and in privacy with his Superior so that he could make hle confegssion. The

captain retorted that he had no alternative but to obey the command of the
authoritiles,

"!'Then, ' gaid Damien, 'I shall make my counfession here,’

"The hubbub of the ship's 1life died down and a stillness enveloped the decks as
he knelt in the sternsheets of his tiny craft which was rising and falling with
the slow mobion of the easy swell., The Provinclal took his plane at the rall
above, and this courageous act of gelf-sbasement that was so thorourh apd
complete besan tefore the casual eyes of the shilp's nassenaers and crew who
thronged the upper deck in interested grouvns, staring down, some awed, aome
puzzled, but all sllent,

"The final words of contrition came, the gentence of penance, the murmured balm
of absolution, then the prlest, taking hig seat onre again, made a regtyre to

his crew., The oars dlpped and the boat rathered way on the calm water, elippinz
guickly from the shadow of the steamer's bulk, Izxrept for a deliberate upraising
of an arm in sllent salute to hils Superior, Damlen ignored the ghip, With his
paze flxed on the shore, he sat, steering the hoat, a rigld ficure with both
hands oripping the tiller bar., ever once did he look behind and the audienre
who had witnegsod the baring of hls soul were as disregarded as thoush they

had never exigtod. ., .

"The motley throng of mixed rares and of varyine or of no rreeds that made up
the ghip’'s company, these men who lived adventurous llves 1in remots places and
who saluted nmergonal rourage as belng the flret of human graces, had been
gtllled to an unusual quletude, profound and respe~tful before a kind of bravery
that wae now to them, {fnd to their ~redit 1t must be gaid that when the steamer
arrived in Fonoluiu and they were met by Journaliste, not one word of what they
heard on that pesceful mornlins was reneatad,”

(Frem the blography Damien The Teper” by Farrow, and auoted in the

Cotholis Dlreat for Mareh, Copiea of this bioaraphies ~an he obtained

In ths Main Tibrary, in trs OfTir~e of the Trafeect of Relipion, and

In the Mswanauch Hall Llbrary. Tt's worth reading. "ot an uninteresting

pase An the book.)
PRAYEREG: (Aerevand) father of Vince Horan (8t. Tds); Father Thos. Mazuirs, brother
of Father Josani Maguire, (87, mother of Robert Taushery, '40, (T11) Father I'orman
Johuscn, 784, Iwo Speclal Intentions. Ane Thankegiving. T

Lucharistic Heart of Jesun, have merey on us.”




