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AfraId of Confeaaton? - Read Th1a.

""111? ae^i ouaneaa with which lie (Fathey Damien who cared for the Icpera at 
Mol oka 1) re gard e d the oh llga ti ons of the c onfe 6(81 onal la show n on the o c ca 8l on 
wh en the Frovineia 1 of til 8 Ord er tr le d t o via 11 him during the t Ime when the 
law of 18olatlon waa being enforced. Damien had not aeen anybody from the 
out 8 id e wor Id f or 8 ever a 1 month a and on the ca 1m morning when the 1 itt le 8 teame r 
b lew Ei To la 81 fr om 11@ whl 81 le and h ove to off Ka lawa o it mug t ha ire nr ea ente d 
a we l(i ome 8l ght t o his eye a, Ee r uahe d t o la unch a b oa t and, w ith (3 ever a 1 of 
the more fit lepers r ow ing, put off t o the a teame r where, a t that very mome n't, 
the captain w a 8 re fua ing the re quea t of the Provine la 1 that he be al 1 owe d it o 
go a shore for even ha If an hour.

"'A8 Damien'si boat came alongelde the ve.*98el and as 111s hand sought the acomodatlon 
ladder the captain warned him not ito come aboard, remind!ng him of the new 
law, The di eapp ointed pri e 61 plead e d tha t a 11 he. if 1 she d wa 8 a few minutes a lone 
and in pr ivacy w ith til 8 Super! or so that lie could make hi 0 c onfe 8 el on. The 
captain retorted that he had no siIternative but to obey the command of the 
authorities,

"'Then,' eaid Damien, ' I eha 11 make my confesel on here.'

"The hubbub of the shin' a life (lied down and si 8 til Ines 8 envelope d the d ecka a a 
he kneIt in the Qternsheeta of til8 itiny craft which was rising find falling w 1th 
the alow mot!on of the eaey awe 11, The Provlncla 1 took hie place tali the ra 11 
above, sand this c oura ge oua act of Be If <-aba eement that wa B no thorough and 
r complete began be fore the casus 1 eye 8 of the ship 'a ra 08 engera and crew who 
thr on ?e d the upper d e elk: in into re a t eel gr oupe, 8 ta ring d own, si ome aw ed, 8 ome 
pu%zled, but st 11 is 1 lent.

"'The fins 1 w orde of contri tl cm came, the sentence of penance, the murmured balm 
of abe olutlon, then the prle 81, ta king h i a (3 ea t on ce again, mad e g ge ei ture to 
hi 8 crew * The oar 8 (1 ippe d a nd the b oa t ra thered way on the ('ft 1m wa ter, 8 llpp ing 
quickly from the ehadow of the steamer' s bulk, Ixcept for a de 11 bersto upraising 
of an arm in si lent aa lute to hie Super! or, Damien ignored the ship, With hi 8 
#a zm fixed on the is bore, lie eat, steering the I) oat, ft r igl d fl gure wl th both
hands Gripping the tiller bar, fever once did lie look behlrid find the audlence 
who had witne08eel the baring of his (9oul were a8 disregarded as though they 
had never exiatod, , .

''The mot ley thr ong of mixed ra cee and of vs rylng or of no cree d 8 tha t triad e un 
the ship' a company, theee men wh o lived adventur oua 1 ivea in remote pis cog; and 
who ealuted pereona1 courago a8 boing the first of human gra"ea, had been 
stilled to an unusual quietude, profound and reenc'tful before a kind of bravery 
that wa a now t o them, And t o the ir ^red it 11 must be 8s id tha t when the steamer 
arrived in Ponolulu and they we re mo t by ,1 ourna 11 a ta, not one w ord of what they 
heard on tha t pea oe ful morni tars was ire nested *''

(Fr om the 1)1 opraphy Damien The Leper" by Farr ow, and quoted 1 n the 
^qtholi^ Direet for March, Copiee of thla biographiee can be obtained 
in tho Main Library, in t^e Off 1 ̂e of the ^refort of ^el 1 g 1 nn, snd
in tho Te "ana ugh 13s 11 Library, Tt' Q w orth re a ding. % t  an un Interim ting
naga In tho book,)

pDAYliJGS; (dece 'and) fa th er of Vin^e Hogan (St + Ld 8); Father Thom * Ma gul ire, hr other 
of Father J ca v nh Maguire, CSO. mother of #ober t Laughery, ' 40, (111) IP's the r Eorman
Johns on, OS 0, Two Spec la 1 Intent! orm * One Ihanka giving, ~

'Luchar 181bir Heart of Jesue, have mcrry on us.


