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Bad Thourhta
Three weeks ago, a truck leaded with 1,500 gticks of dynamlte was travellling at normal
gpeed along a highway in Callformia when the driver detscted the odor of gomething
burning. A few hurrled looks revealed to him that the sngine of the truck wasg on fire,
The driver kept hie head, He did not abandon the vehlcle and allow 1t to explede on
the highway. Instead he drove it deep into an adjoining potato fleld. Parking it
there, he leaped out and ran back to the road to warn oncomlng motorists, In a Ffow
minutes the truck blew up wlth a tremendous blast., No one was killed or injursd,
thanks to the heroism and quick-thinking of the driver.

A stick of hich exploslve 1s not an article to be avolded under all condltlons, Many
tong of dynamite are put to good use every day in breasking the way for necesgary roadn
and bridees, in making war ammunition for demolishing enemy objectives. "It's good,”
we say, yeot we hurry to add, "but 1t's pretty Adangerous stuff.”

So with bad thoughts; they are dynamlte., They are not bad, that le, einful In them-
gselves, otherwise no theologlcal works on the sublect ceuld be printsd for priests,
nor could professional men like doctore and lawyvers handle cases involving problema
of gex and married 1life, ncr could pamphlets be printed cn the subjiect of purity for
young people, for every dlscussion or troatise on thie matter 1sg bound to create sex-
ual images, But like dynamite, bad thoughts are pretty dangerous stuff, They have
entliced mors than ons man into lmpurlty, and have blasted others Iinto hell.

Inevitable

Good souls are gometimes drliven mad by Impure imaces. They need a thorough understand
ing of thumselves and the cousel of theologlans and the =alnts. Some versons have the
wlld 1des that purity of thought implise freedom from all impure inmees. They conslder
themselves to have glnned 1f they dlscover an ilmmodest phantasm In thelr Imaglratlon.
They are attempting the impossible, A 11fe exewpt from Impure Imeess is a miracle of
arace, which no one has a rlght to expest., Two saints ars known to have recelved thls
glft of freedom from deslres of the flegh, St. Thomas Lgulinag and St. Aloyelus of
Gonzaga, bput only after they had won notable victorles over thelr lower naturse.

Tomptatlons towards impurity in thousht will follow men to the grave., Men are anlmals
and thelr anlmal senses wlll always crave staisfactlon in senee pleagure., Moreover,
the Devll 1g very freguently the source of evil thoushts. Fe ran shoob attractive
plctures into the imaglnatlon and reshow Images the mind onee gaw In the past. Temp-
tationg whizsh come guddenly and are vicioug ar~ waually the work of Satan., Psace of
heart 1g based on the truth that there 1e nothing abnormal in belnsg tempted and that
the pregenca of an impure lmage 1s not a2 elsn of aln,

When S1nful

Two condltlons must be pregent before one ran ain by Impurity in thought, namely
recognition of an imeere as impure, and awaranseg that 1t 1s dangerous, that 1ls, 1t 1s
rntlelne on® to apnroval of evil (wilful depires, wilful reloicing in past impurity,
wilful delizlt in imasinineg that one 1e performing an »vil act). “hen the drivar

of the Aynumite truck recovnlzod danaer afoot, he lost ne time in gotting out of that
parilous spot. Sin besdlne when one doss nothing to eseaps the daneor of falling into
oln once thy soul 18 cosnlzant of ite plisht. Impure stories, sureentive shows, plr-
tures and booka are dynamlte, Trilve the trurk loud of them into th~ potato pateh

and run for wour 1life,

PRAYLTS ¢ (Qﬁgﬁgggﬁ) friend of Ponnelly MeMonald (Wal); unele of Charlie Fletehlnger
(Gor). Two Cpecilad Intenticno, “ns Thankesdving



