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Bad Thoughts

Three weeks ago, as truok loaded with 1,$00 atlck# of dynamite was travelling at normal 
speed is 1 ong a highway in CaIlfornla when the driver detiected the odor of something 
burning. A few hurrled looke revealed to h 1m that the engine of the truok va 8 on fire 
The driver kept hie head, He did not abandon the vehicle and allow It to explode on 
the highway. Ins tead tie drove it deep into an a d j olnlng potat o fie Id, Perking it 
there, lie leaped out and ran back to the road to warn oncoming motorleto, In ft few 
minutee the truok blew up if 1th a tremendous blaat« Wo one wae kllied or injured,
thanke 15o the heroism and quick*.thinking of the driver,

A at ink of high explos ive le riot; fan artl cle t o be avoided under is 11 conditions * Many 
tone of dynamite are put to good use every day in breaking the way for neceeeaî y roads 
and hr id ge 8, in ma king war ammunition for demolishing enemy ob,1e ctlve e, " It' e good, " 
we any, yet we hurry to add, "but it'a pretty dangerous stuff."

(3o with bad thoughts; they are dynamlte* They are not bad, that le, 8inful in them,, 
eeIves, otherwise no theologloa 1 works on the subjeot could be printed 3*0%* prieste, 
nor could profee8Iona1 men 1ike doctore and lawyere handle casea Involving problema 
of fiex find married life, tic r c oul d pamphlet a lie printed on the sub je ct of pur ity for
young pe ople, for every d le cues ion or tree tl eo ion th le mat ter i a 1) ound to create sex -
ua 1 image s * But like dynamite, bad thoughts are pre tty danger cue stuff * They have 
enticed more than one man into Impurity, and have blasted other# Into hell.

Inevitable
itv'^uui ■ I I Ijpf

Good *3 oule are (3 ome time a dr iven mad by Impure time; gee. They need ft thorough under 8 tand 
Ing of themselve8 and the conee 1 of theologiane and the asinto. Some ner8one have the 
w lid Ides that pur Ity of thought implle 8 freed cm from all Impure Image a. They cone ide 
theme eIves to have sinned if they di#cover an immodeat phsntaGm in their imaglnatlon. 
They are attempting the impose it) le * A life exempt from Impure imafreer la a mlracle of 
grace, which no one has a right to expect, Two eainto are known to have received thl8 
gift of freedom from cle8ire8 of the fieeh, St + Thomaa Aquinas and St, Aloyelus of 
Gonza ga, but only after they ha d w on notab lo vlct or lee over the ir lower nature *

Tempt# 13,0108 toward 8 impurity in thought wl 11 follow men to the grave * Men are anlma la 
and their animal 8easee wl11 alwaye crave etalefsct1on in aenee pleaaure * Moreover, 
the Dev31 la very frequently the aource of evil thoughts, He can shoot attraotlve 
pi cture a into the ima ginat ion and re show image# the mind once maw in the pact. Temp* 
tat Iona whi oh come sudd enly and are vl c loue w  usually the w ork of Satan, Peace of 
heart im ba eed on the truth that there 1 e noth Ing abnormal in be Ing tempte d and tha t 
the preeence of an impure imago im not a 8ign of sin,

Wh en IStnful

Two conditlonm must be prement before one can mln by impur1ty in thought, namely 
irec ognlt 1 on of an 1m ge a 8 impure, and aw arena r # tha t it im (3 anger oum, that 1 a, it 18 
cnt1clng on9 to apnrova1 of evl1 (wlIful donir^n, wlIful rejolcIng in rsmt impurlty, 
wj Iful do 11 zb t in imagining tha t one 1 m performing an evil a ct). ' Tien the driver
of the d ynamlte truck re cognl z od danger a foot, ht< 1 om t nc time 1 n getting out of tha t 
per i loum mpot. S in begins when one does noth ing to c« pe the danger of fal 11 ng int o 
o in once the soul 1m cognl zant of itm plight * Imnur^ etô i e m, m urgent ive nh ow m, pi c - 
turem and bookm ar# dynamite, Drive the truek load of them into the potato pntch 
and run for your 11fu *
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