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Marriage Customs In TIndia,

A few psragraphs from the letter of Father Louils Meyer, CSC, published in the
September lssue of the Bengalise, will interest you.

"The glrl, as in most orlental countries, has nothing to say about her
marrliage; the boy finds himgelf in the same position., If a3 glrl should
refuse an engagement made by her parents, she lg simply thrown »ut of the
house,

"The other day a typlcal incident occured here in the nisslon compound,

It was the last step in the engagement arrangements. After declding on
the marriage according to terms agreeable to both famlilles concerned, the
parents of the glrl brought her hers to see the bhoy, who was also accom-
vanied by hls pavente., They were permitted to see each other but a moment
and no words were exchanged., That will be the last time they will see
sach other until the day of the wedding, since they live Iin iwo dlfferent
villages,

~ "Recently there occurred a very scandalous affair in the village! 1t was
discovered that a certain boy and girl had so forgotten themsslves as to
exchange letters., Believe 1t or not, but that 'shameful’ matter was the
subJect of gossip for weeks.

"The day before yesterday, Father Evans and I had to accept another
invitation to tea at a wedding house. One thing I notliced there was the
gari{ -~ the Indlan woman's 'cover-all' dress -« worn by the bride, This
tea wag taken at the home of the bride's parents two days after the
wedding; that i1s, the day on which she and her husband, with his relatives,
paid a vieglt to her home, It is the day on whlch the bride's parents
colebrate the wedding, since they do not go to the groom’s house for the
firat two days of the celebratlion,

"To get back to the sarl --; it was hung up on the verandah of her house
all the while ghe was there, This was to notify passeredy that the marrlage
was belng observed there. The dress could saglly be dlstlinguised asy a
wadding gown by the fact that 1t was well splattered with red oil. This

18 the equivalent of the rice at our weddings; it 1s thrown around in the
same way. Just before dark, the bride again puts on her wedding dress

and sets off for her husband's house, It was an hour's boat ride for the
bride and groom, and a good hour and a half walk for the grooms's relatives.
And they lived happily ever after ~- I hope!"

Africa, New Guinea and Indla Calling.

You have seen the poverty of the Catholic missions, So you don't need proof that
Your help 18 needed. Sunday ls Mlgslon Day througheut the world., The announcement
will remind you of the good missionarles and nuns who befriended you and the many
occagions on which you gave them food and money., The Sunday collectlon will go to
the mlgsions. Drop & large bilt of silver 1n the basket when 1t comes you way.

Glve gemnerously and God will blesa you even more generoudaly in return.

PRAYERS: (deceased) Mickey Krolovec., (Ill) mother of Charles Stallkamp, '31

SATURDAY IS OUR LADY'S DAY, HONOR HER BY ATTENDING MASS.



