Novena fov Poor Souls, University of Notre Dame Confessions tonight at
13th (Wed.) until 21st. Religious Bulletin 6:30 in Basement chapel

Hand in Names. November 12, 1946 and at Night Prayer.

Novena Begine‘Wédnesaay.
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BULLETIN BOARD Chain Prayers.

Those who sweep out Sacred Heart Church frequently find little slips of paper with

| prayers written on them, along with the agsurance that if the prayer 1s sald 9o many
times, copled and pasged aldng to others, the favor requested will inevitably be
granted by God.

The following was found in the church recently. It was entitled "Never-failing
Novena." "'May the sacred Heart of Jesus be praised, honored, adored and glorified
now and forever. Amen.' Repeat the above gix times & day, and each day leave a copy
in the church, At the end of six days your request will be granted. This prayer has
never been known to fail,"

We have no objeotion to the prayer; 1t 1s thoroughly Catholic, But the counsel ziven
1s a violation of the First Commandment. It ls suprerstition, because 1t places the
efficacy of prayer in detalls not authoriged by God or by Hie mouthpiece the Church,

Moral Guldance by Healy has thls to say about chaln prayers., '"Chaln prayer is a
guperatitlous practice which consistes in the saylng of certaln prayers sucessively
by many individuals who hope for the favors requested, not so much from God's good-
nessag from the magle effect of this unbroken series of peayers. A written or
printed prayer issent to the person who 1s to form one of the links in the chalin. He
18 requested to say this praysr and to continue the chain by persuading others to
take up the praying where he leaves off, These others in turn are to pass the prayer
on to stlll others, etc."

"It 18 evidont how irrational it is to place the efficacy of my prayer in the bare
fact of continuousness accomplished, for the most part by others., Whence does such
prayer derive the speclal power which 1s attributed to 1t? God'surely has not promisd
to anewer petitions because they are made under such conditions, Praysr will be fruly
ful only when it 1s sald with the proper dispositions; that ia, when it 1s gald by one
in the etate of grace with hwmility, canfidence, peraeveranca and attention,"

Destroy chaln prayers when you find them. It is sinful to particlpate in this form
of guperstition.

(DEATH) +... Goorge Obermeler of Dillon hall and Pontiac, Mich., died Saturday night
in New York. (More details later). (ACCIDENT) ILarry Mclafferty and Marshall

Prunty, both of Badin, were severely burned and cut when thrown from the student traiw
on ite arrival In South Bend. They are in the hospital. Pray for them and George.




