Meeting of 3rd Order of University of Notre Dame Have you started ‘the

St. Francis tonight (Wed), Religious Bulletin Novena for Purity in
Sorln chapel, 7:30 P.M, February 4, 1947 honor of Our lLady of
Lourdes?

On Petting,

Recently, in her newspaper column, Mary Hayworth, expressed her opinion about petting
There is sound doctrine in her treatment of the matter. Do your ideas line up with
hers? The following is an answer to a young girl.

Petting 1s wrong, Obviously. It is a form of gensual vice, Like all
forms of vice, it starts with sportive or gingerly experiment, then
gradually assumes the proportions of Frankensteln, in its frightful and
frightening, mind-darkening dominance of the foolilsh dabblers.

In the field of a boy-girl romancing, petting as a pastime 18 the thief of
virtue of bonafide happiness -~ in the gense that 1t (1) undermines
dignity of personality (2), subtracts from self-regard as well as mutual
truat and esteem (3), clouds thought and depresses felling, and (L),
generally involves the two in a demoralizing sprial of secretive dealling
which changes the "tone" of all their relationships with other people,
too, to something vaguely furtive and negatlive.

That's the basic reason why not to pet; 1ts self-debasing, Aleo, it 1is
the reason why your beau, having drifted with you into this phase

of gensual vice, now wants to increase the scope of licentlous indulgencs.
And if you corcede more intimacy, he is sure to think you're "bad', --

in the sense that he will evaluate you as belng "Just as bad" as he,

in his heart, feels himaself to be.

Furthermore, this trend of behaviour leads to i1llegitimate pregnancy in
the majority of cmsss where the lad's selfishness 1s allowed to rule, In
whlch event, the lad usually repulates the girl and holds her to blame --
ag does the world -~ for lstting their relationship take that turn. Much
of my unpublished mall comes from teon-age girls in that desperate plight,

who lack the savior faire or plain common sense to gay "no", to immoral
advances,

Hence, for advice: Tell your toy friend it's plain that
you've made a mistake, the two of you, in "petting" to the
extent you already have, Tell him that you, for one, are
turning over a new leaf -- no more of that. If he sulks and
takes offense, and begins to neglect you as a form of brow
beating,~let him go without a whimper. A surly reaction on
hls part would be proof-vositive that he nsver had more than
8 ¥olf 's interest, anyway. Whersas 1f his heart isg right
-(‘“%355;_,_ towards you, he will 1like you better and court

IR Jou more eagerly -- on the level -- if you
vallantly rule out "playing with fire"

M.H,
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