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Honor For Purity  And Repentance

A month ago, the B u lle tin  to ld  the story  of the death of Marla G o re tti ,  the l i t t l e  
g i r l  of Anzio, I ta ly  who died p ro tec ting  her c h a s t i ty ,  thereby becoming a martyr for 
C h ris t. The B ea tif ica tio n  se rv ices , the f i r s t  s tep  In the process of canonization 
were held recen tly  in Rome, and the man who k ille d  Marla was p resen t. The s to ry  
a t t ra c te d  the newspapers. The Associated Press ca rr ied  the follow ing rep o r t ,  which 
i s  qu ie t praise  fo r ch a s ti ty  and fo r repentance, two v irtues  the world so re ly  needs.

Vatican C i t y  A convicted murderer, repen tan t and h is  p rison
sentence ended, attended the b e a t if ic a t io n  of h is  victim , 11-year-old 
Maria G o re tti .  S em i-o ff ic ia l Vatican sources, in  repo rting  th i s ,  said 
Alexandro S e re n e ll i ,  now 63 years old, apparently  was not recognized 
by anyone in the crowd of 25,000 who attended the ceremony a t S t .P e te r ’s 
b a s i l ic a .

Maria G oretti was stabbed by S erenelli in  1902 a f te r  she had success­
fu l ly  re s is te d  h is  attem pts to  a t ta ck  h e r . He served 27 years . While 
in  prison he expressed repentance and said the l i t t l e  g i r l  he had k illed  
had appeared to  him severa l times in  h is  dreams.

At the investiga tion  for Maria's b e a t i f ic a t io n ,  S e ren e lli  was the 
p r in c ip a l witness in  her behalf. A fter h is  re lea se  he entered a mon­
as te ry  where he Is  known as Fra te r  Stephano and performs mainly menial 
tasks for the other monks. . . .

Pope Pius XII came to  S t .  P e te r 's  Sunday n igh t to  venerate the newly 
proclaimed Blessed Maria. The bouquet of white flowers, t r a d i t io n a l ly  
presented to  the Pope a t  such a se rv ice , was in terspersed  with red 
roses, symbolizing M aria's martyrdom. Maria’s mother, who was in a 
wheel chair, was presented to  the Pope.

Important Item s.

Tonight a t  7:00 o 'c lock  In the church May Devottone -will open. There w il l  be hymns,
4 sermon by Father Robinson, CSC and Bn.ocic.fcio.->- Make the b es t of every opportunity 
to  honor Our Lady during her month of May. She w i l l  repay you r ic h ly .

The Rosary during May — should be the sp ec ia l devotion of a l l  lovers of Our Lady.
Say the rosary  wherever you wish, a t  the G rotto, in  the chapel, as you walk around 
the lake , but say i t .  The p ra ise  and honor you give to  Mary by th is  p ractice  w i l l  
bring many blessings from her.

PRAYERS: (deceased) fa th e r  of Dick Shlel (W); mother of Dick Kruger (Z) (Anniv); 
brother of S is te r  Boniface Vogl, RSM, '27,* s i s t e r  of Brother F intan, CSC; Mngr.
Joseph Ryder; mother of Henry Balink (Ly). (I l l ) grandfather of B i l l  Crotty (Dll)
Two Special In ten tio n s . Two Thanksgivings.

(dying) mother of Joe Genz (Chef In Corby)
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