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A Senior Examinee Hie Conscience

"Lord, In another week my college daya w ill  be over, and I ’l l  be o ff to  serve You 
elsew here. I  have l e f t  many th ings undone. Lest I  f a i l  You in  the fu ture and of­
fend You again, I  am going to  bring  my weaknesses in to  the open to  look a t  them, and 
to  plan a way of avoiding them in  the l i f e  ahead of me,

"Have I  used a l l  my in te l l e c tu a l opportunities? A fter a l l ,  I  camev.to Notre Dame to  
be a s tu d en t, to  study . I ’m receiv ing  my degree, t h a t 's  t ru e , Hut th a t is  not proof 
th a t  I 'v e  done my b e s t. How flim sy were those excuses I  devised to  draw myself away 
from study ' I  thought I  was wise In taking sh o rtcu ts  to  learn ing , shortcu ts lix e  
g e ttin g  ideas from others and reading only the minimum. Now th a t I  must go i t  on my 
own' I  see how much I  lo s t  by leaning too much on others and not try in g  to  use my 
i n i t i a t i v e . Funny, Lord, i s n ' t  i t ,  how so many of us fo rg e t th a t we must earn our 
heaven by developing our minds as w ell as our so u ls» 'T here 's no foo l lik e  an old 
f o o l ' .  Whoever said  th a t sa id  i t  about me. I ’m the w iser now, Lord, I  promise th a t  
the seed of opportunity won’t  f a l l  on barren s o i l  again,

"Have I  used my chances to  b e t te r  my soul? I  wonder. I  used to  receive Holy Com­
munion on Sunday, and occasionally  on weekdays. But i s  th a t what You offered me, only
th a t?  I ’m a fra id  n o t. There were Masses I  should have a ss is te d  a t  fo r the s ick , fo r
the team, fo r the deceased paren ts of ha llm ates» And Adoration in  the Church, Why 
was I  a fra id  to  put on the cassock and su rp lice?  Now I  see the good example I  could 
have given i f  I ,  an older man, had vested and k n e lt in  the sanctuary . But one th ing , 
Lord, I  must say In my defense, I  did v i s i t  the Grotto nearly  every day. I  so r t of 
fe e l  You w ill  forgive me my other fa u lts  because of my steady devotion to  Your Mother.

"Am I  ready to  be a leader? Maybe the question should be, ’Am I  w illin g  to  be a
lead er?1 Somehow or o ther, I  th ink  the parable of the Good Shepherd re fe rs  to  me and
not to  p r ie s ts  a lone , In the past year I  have rubbed elbows w ith ambitious students 
and have noticed th e ir  power to  make converts to  th e ir  way of th ink ing , I  have l i s ­
tened to  my fa th er t e l l  how one factory  laborer was able to  influence a whole group. 
So I  do see th a t sheep follow a shepherd. I ’m convinced th a t  I  must be a Good Shep­
herd in  the f ie ld  of my endeavors, I  may not be as rugged as S t.P au l, but I ’l l  be an
ap o s tle . So help me,"
PRAYERS: (deceased) re la t iv e  of Dick F re lje  (Wal)jMrs.H.Doyle, friend  of B il l
G riff in  (D ll) and Jim C liffo rd  (Z). (H ospital) Ben Sheeran (Morr) and Tom O’Donoghue 
(Wal). Three Special In ten tio n s . One Thanksgiving,
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