Cardinal Mobtts of univeraity of Notre Danme Tate Maages dally

Brazll to give Benedictlon Peliglous Bulletin at 7:20 AM, in Dillon
at 5:00 P.M. today. October 9, 1947 And Cavanaugh chapels.,

The Flrgt Notre Dome Men,

You are going to get a free day Monday, because 1t 1s Foundsr's Day. This day of
freedom ig given that you might reflect, even though briefly, on the splrit of the
men who founded Notre Dame, Father Edward Sorin and the others who worked with him
in laylng the foundatlions for the Notre Dame you enjoy.

The story of the fire of 1879 will give vyou a glimpse of the greatness of the
firet Notre Dame men. These excerpts are taken from ''Notrs Dame --One Hundred Yesars”

Tt wag eleven o'clock on the morning of April 23, "The flames were low on the college
roof, close to the little rziling that ran round the dome. Workmen had been on the
roof ag late as ten o'clock making some repalrs. At that hour they had descendszd,
locking the door behind them., If, when the five was Tiret detected, water in any
quantity could have bheen brought to the roof, 1t would have been sasily extinsuistked.
But the building was six storles high; the buckets placal for Just such an emergency
were empty; and 1n the confusion that ensued'precious tims was lost. In ten or
££1teon minutes the pitch roof began to blaze, sending forth cloBids of dense
gmoke ... Withln three hours the college bullding, St. Francls' Home, the Infirmary
and Music Hall were Iin complsts ruln.,

"The logs was estimated at $2072,000. Only 345,000 was forthcominn-in inaurance. It
wag a terrible blow, for in three hours was wlned out the result of thirty-five years
of hard, grusling sacrifice. I% took somebthing more than courags to faue the

future, Father Corby had promised the studen t% a new Notre Dame by September. But
ag the ashes began to cool, ne himsell wondsred 1T he had not been too optimistic.
How would Father Sorin fesel shout 117 ~

"A few days later he found out. The sixty-five y=z2y 0ld men walked around the ruins,
and thoge who followed him were confounded by hisg attitude. Inmtead of bendlina, he
gtiffened. There wase on hilg face a look of grim determination. He signalled all

of them to go into the church with him. (The following parsgraph is deescription

of what took place in the church by one who was there,)

'T was then present when Father Sorin, after looking over the
destruction of his life-worl, stood at the altar steps of the only
building left and spoke to the community what I have always felt
to be the most subliime words I have sver listened to. There was
abgolute falth, confidence, resclution in hls very look and pose.
"IT it were ALL gons, I should not glve up!” were hig words in
cloging. The effucet was electwic. Tt was the crownins moment
of his life. A sad commany had gone in%to the church that day;
They were all Christian hevoes ag they came out., There was never
more & ghadow of Aoubt as to the future of Notre Dame.'’

A Soleun lMeag will be celebrated Monday in Sacved Henwt church to honor £t. Edward,
Fatheyr Sorin's heavenly ﬁawwﬁ@, You ghould be nresent at thls Mags to pray for

the daceased leaders of the Univerelty and to ask God Tor the wirtues that
distinsuisl.ed them.

PRAYERS: (deceamed) wife of Tim Galvin, '15, trustes of N.D.; John "Dinny"Roach;
James Modden s#nd Mrs Hlizabeth Madden, “?x@nda of Harry Yeager (How): cousin of

Pat Hughes (Dil); father of Clarence Slyngstad (How): fLnna Iavin; father of Phil
Hannon (Morr), diled June 2k, Two Special Intentions., One Thankeglving.




