Retreat for Sorin, University of Notre Dame The retreat will be

Dillon, Walsh agd Rellgicus Bulletin held in Alumnl Hall
Alumnl - Sat., 8:45 p.,M. March 5, 1948 Chapel,

gt }kg@gﬁ_And Purity.

Like all young men, Thomas Aquinaa had t5 fight temptaticns of the flesh -- until
he conquered one tremendous temptation, and then God rewarded him by freelng him
forever from all allurements of the flesh., Hew Thomas received this extraord inary
glft 18 worth recalling on the eve of his feagt, March meventh,

Thomas wanted to become a Dominican menk. His mother decided against 1t, But
Themas persisted 8o much in his determination that his mother imprlesoned him with
the hope that a period of ceonfinement would perguade her son to change his mind.
Thomas was not at all dlsturbed by the Jall sentence. Friends smuggled In books,
and came to visit him. The story of Thomas' fight against temptatier 18 centered
around his two brothers who took upen themgelves the task of breaking his svoirit
when they returned from the wars.

The two brothers invited some of their army friends to Thomas' call, where they
put on a low form of entertaimment, singing lewd songs and telling impure stories,
Yet this did not perturdb Thomas. So the brothers decided on one last method of
bending the will of their virtuoua brother.

It's an old saying that no one appreciates more keenly the power of purity than the
impure. The two brothers' thought that Thomas' gtrength lay in his purity. So

they made their nlans accordingly,

It was to be an eagy matter -- a young temptress wam to bring about Thomas' fall.
A beautiful girl was hired and placed in Themas cell, Once Thomaas learned of her
business he acted with great speed, Fushing to the fireplace, he seized a burning
brand and directing it toward the glrl, drove her from hile room, Thimas closed
the door when the temptress was gone and rurnt a crogs into 1t.

Then Thomas knelt down and bezged God ta grant him purity of mind and body. A
gontle sleep cams over him and, as he glept, two angels appeared to assurs him that
hig orayer was heard. They then sirded him with a white cord gaylne, "We gird thee
wlth the pilrdle of yerpetual virsinity."” From that hour forward Thomas never
experienced any movement of passion,

Murity of heert and body 18 undoubtedly a great aid to learning. So call on St.
Thomas to perserve you from the gllrhteet taint of lmpurity.

Friends and studante of Prof. McCugker (Chem. Dept.) are invited to attend a gpecial
Mags 1Tor his recovery, in Sorin ¥all Chapel, Surday at £:00 A.M.
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