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Jacinta And A Flg

You must know Jacinta by this time. She was one of the three children to whom Our
Blessed Iady appeared at Fatima. Jacinta was not always mortified. But once Our
Lddy asked her to make sacrifices for einners she began a program of self-denial, and
it was a severe program,

One day a basket of figs was glven to the three children. Jacinta, attracted by the
delicious food, made a grab for the basket and came up with first flg. Ohe no sooner
had possesgion of her prize when she remembersd the promise she had made to the
Mother of 3od, amd made a short speech to her companions, 'Today, we have not maie
any sacrifices for sinners. Iet us make this one." She returned the flg to the
basket, and the othergs followed her example. God only knows how many ginners were
gaved by that one act of mortificatlion.

One of Jacinta's sacrifices for sinners worried Tucy, the oldest of the three child-
ren. Jacinta had devised a means of suffering all her own. She tied tightly around
her waist a heavy rough rope. When Lucy asked her to remove 1t lest 1t cause an
infection, Jacinta refused, claiming that sinners needed 1t.

How old do you think Jacinta was? Merely seven. Ter companlons performed acts of
penance t00, and they were not much older. ZIucy was only ten, and Francle, Jacinta's
brother, wig nine.

Our Blessed Mother had some purvose in asking mere children to make sacrifices.
One rTeason could be this: she wants older people to say, "If Our Lady needs even
1ittle children to come to the aid of sinners, then she must need me too."

This crusade for sinners requlres only two things of you: to accept all the hard-
ships of your day, and to go out of your way freguertly to perform an act of sgelf-
denial or an act of charity. The biggest thing you can do 18 %o stay out of sin
yourgelf.

Our ILedy told the children to say this prayer when making sacrifices: "Oh Jesus, Tt
1s for love of You, for ths conversion of a&nnera, and in reparation for the offences
committed against the Immaculate Heart of Many.'
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