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U nivers i ty  of Notre Dame 
Felig loua  B u l le t in  

October 12, 19^8

No c la s se s  Wednesday 
See Mass schedule 
below.

F a th e r  Sorin

Classes w i l l  be dismissed Wednesday to  give you a l i t t l e  
ex tra  time to  r e f l e c t  on the v i r tu e s  of the man who founded 
Notre Dame, F a the r  Edward S o r in ,  CSC.

You are now p r o f i t i n g  from F a the r  S o r in ’s leade rsh ip  and 
s a c r i f i c e s . You should th e re fo re  thank God fo r  th i s  b le s s in g ,  
and you can do th a t  by a s s i s t i n g  a t  Mass Wednesday. The 
free  day i s  given th a t  you might not fo rg e t  your debt to  God 
and to  Sorin." At the 8:30 o 'c lo c k  Mass F a the r  Thomas 
McAvoy w i l l  speak to  you about Fa ther  Sorin .

In  "Notre Dame - -  One Hundred Years" we find  a few paragraphs 
which t e l l  something of the greatness  of F a the r  Sorin .  The 
Great F i re  of '79 p r a c t i c a l ly  wiped out Notre Dame. In  a 
few hours the flames destroyed t h i r t y - f i v e  years of hard, 

w  ~ _ g ru e l l in g  s a c r i f i c e  on the p a r t  of Sorin  and h is  a s s o c ia te s .
Sorin  was s ix ty - f iv e  a t  the t im e . m o ther  man would have q u i t .  But not So rin .  His
perseverance and determ ination  i s  to ld  in  a paragraph w r i t te n  by a s tuden t who 
heard Sorin  t a l k  in  the church a f t e r  the f i r e .

"I was then  p resen t  when F a the r  Sorin ,  a f t e r  looking over the  d e s t ru c t io n  
of h is  l i fe -w o rk ,  stood a t  the a l t a r  s teps  of the only b u i ld in g  l e f t  and 
spoke to  the community what I  have always f e l t  to  be the most sublime 
words I  have ever l is ten ed  to .  There was abso lu te  f a i t h ,  confidence, 
re s o lu t io n  in  h is  very look and pose , ' I f  i t  were ALL gone, I  should
n o t  give u p ! ' were h is  words in  c lo s in g .  The e f f e c t  was e l e c t r i c .  I t
was the crowining moment of M s l i f e .  A sad company had gone in to  the
church th a t  day. They were a l l  C h r is t ia n  heioes as they came out.
There was never more a shadow of doubt as to  the fu tu re  of Notre Dame.

"Those who were a f r a id  th a t  the Great F i re  might undermine F a th e r  S o r in 's  h e a l th ,  
feared  in  va in . During the two or three years  th a t  followed th a t  ca tas trophe , i t  
was f re q u en t ly  notes how he had seemed r a t h e r  to  rega in  h is  you thfu l v ig o r . When 
he sang Mass in  the church, his deep voice seemed r i c h e r  and s t ro n g e r  than I t  had 
been f o r  y e a r s . Nor were h is  t r a v e l s  a b a te d . On June 3, 1.882, he re turned  from 
France, a f t e r  h is  f o r t i e t h  voyage across the ocean. And i t  was probably the f i r s t
time t h a t  there  was no one a t  the s t a t i o n  to  meet him. When he got o ff  the t r a i n
a t  South 3end a t  two o 'c lock  in the morning, there w a sn 't  even a horse and buggy 
in  s ig h t .  Nothing daunted, the old man s e t  off  as in  p ioneer days and walked the 
two miles to  the c o l le g e , To h is  repeated knocking, a sl.eeoy, chagrined, but 
happy re l ig io u s  opened the door. The dawn was ju s t  breaking. F a the r  Sorin  went
1bo the church and celebrated  Kaa8.

You w i l l  have missed the point of the f ree -day ,  i f  you do not a t tend  Mass and rece ive  
Holy Communion, You need tb# v i r tu e s  possessed by the Founder of Notre Dame. Take 
the f i r s t  hour of your Wednesday and nray f o r  them a t  Mass.

PFAYEFS: (deceased) Mother of F a th e r  iloye Dirksen, CPPS (Be11glon D en t) ; grand­
mother of no’o a r t  Peckels (Z). (Ti l )  Mrs Christenson, f r iend  of Geo. F r a z ie r  ( D i l ) ; 
mother of J e r ry  White (41); Mary’K elly , f r ien d  of Geo. Culltnan (D il) .  U Spec. Intel.
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