
St- Gerard 'a Chr istina a Tree '

Wear the home of Gerard Mejo11a was a park  f u l l  of shrubs and tre e s  where the c h i ld ­
ren  of the neighborhood played t h e i r  games. One evening, young Gerard was w ith  a 
group of youngsters p lay ing  "church ,"

Gerard was the p r i e s t ,  the o thers  were the congregation , marching up and down the
pa rk  in  p rocess ion . Suddenly Ger-rd got an idea f o r  an a l t a r .  Ha made a l i t t l e
c ross  out of twigs and fastened  I t  to  an almond t r e e .  Then he kne lt  down before i t  

nd began to  pray .f , :

Suddenly the whole t r e e  was tw inkling  w ith  s t a r s  t h a t  blazed so b r ig h t ly  th a t  many
people in  the town came running out to  see what was on f i r e .  The p a r ish  p r i e s t  saw
tb3 glowing l ig h t  from h is  rec to ry  and walked s w i f t ly  to  the park, With h is  own eyes
he saw the b r in g h t ly  l ig h te d  t re e  and Gerard knee ling  before i t .  But he saw more —
down from the g l i t t e r i n g  t r e e  he saw the  C h r is t-C h ild  come, bearing in  His h-nd a
sm all x o i l  of wuito bread* Soon tne l i g h t s  tu rned  dim; before long the nark  was in  
d a rk n e ss .

Tho cn l ld ren  ran  home n i l  exc ited  and to ld  t h e i r  mothers what had happened. Gerard 
went home too , but he had no -ap p e t i te . He to ld  h i s  mother he had eaten  a lready ; 
t h a t  the l i t t l e  Boy had given him c r o l l  of b re a d .

h i s t i n - I n  Sunday

F a th e r  P a t r ic k  Peyton 's  (CSC) annual Christmas Eosary program w i l l  be broadcast t h i s  
coming Sunday, December 19th, over the Mutual network a t  7:30 p.m.

The JOYFUL HOUE:, no t h i s  program is  c a l le d ,  xr-s chosen *9 one of the f iv e  outstanding  
cros.de. s to  ox 19^7, Christinas s e le c t io n s  w i l l  be sung by Bing Crosby, Perry  Como,
Ann Jr-mison, C hris topher Lynch, and o th e r s . E th e l  Barrymore and Pedro do Cordoba 
w i l l  Lo tho n a r ra to rs  of tho Christmas s to ry .  Other s t a r s  w i l l  take t h e i r  p a r t  in  
tho d r -m - t iz a t ic n  of the Joy fu l  Mysteries of the I 'osary, This program w il l 'g ive**  
you the t ru e  Christmas s p i r i t . ' J

Pi.iY, i,; (drrnootvi) L ieu t.  L.B. McClellan, f r ie n d  of B i l l  Odom (Morr); u n d o  of 
boy M itche ll  v by). Mine Spec ia l  In te n t io n s  «


