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Westbrook Po Igc or and I  have bo on hav ing  s one lo  t t c  r s  ba ck  and f  o r t h  on the  sub jo  c t  
of hone s t y  and do ooncy i n  p u b l ic  l i f e . B o th  of us a groo th a  t  th e  ro a r c n ' t  to o  many 
mon in  p u b l ic  l i f e  to d ay  who a re  o u ts ta n d in g  examples of h o n es ty  and decency, In  
a omo of h i s  o a r l i o r  rem arks , Mr. Pogloor soomcd t o  mo t o  bo im p ly in g  t h a t  Notro Damo, 
fas wo 11 a s  Wost P o i n t , woro somehow g u i l t y  of th e  s in s  o f  P o n d o rg a s t , Eaguo, Curley , 
Kc l l y  and oiTant 4rmy o f f i  co r s . I  c o u ld n ' t  soo tho c onno c t  i o n , b u t  Mr. Poglc r  has 
convinced mo t h a t  tho  f a u l t  was mi no, because ho was n o t  a t t e m p t in g  to  make tho 
connec tion  t h a t  I  saw.

Wha 1)^ho was say ing  v a s  t h a t  n o i t h e r  West P o in t  n o r  Notre  Damo h a s  suecoodod in
t u r n i n g  ou t mon as  good as (3omo of our n a t io n a  1 lo a d e rs  have boon b a d . Ho would l i k e
t  o soo Not re o r  s omo otho r  is chool tu r n in g  out a s t r o  am o f  grad s who w ould bo
o u ts ta n d in g  examples in  p u b l ic  l i f e  of h ig h  m o ra ls . So would I ,  and I  pro sumo so 

w ould evoryono e l s e .

But th e re  i s  t h i s  idea  t o  be considered  A  With th e  way th e  world i s  now c o n s t i t u t e d ,  
v i r t u e  d o e s n ' t  g e t  th o  p lay  t h a t  v ice  commands. I t  i s  n o t  a s i g n a l  f o r  everyone to
throw h is  ha t in  the  a i r  because someone i s  d e c e n t ,  b u t  l a c k  o f  decency  makes head­
l i n e s  . I  happen to  t h in k  t h a t  H erb er t  Hoover i s  one example of decency  end honesty
i n  p u b l ic  l i f e ,  b u t  t h e r e  h a s n ' t  been as  much a t t e n t i o n  p a id  t o  him on t h a t  score
a s  has been paid t o  wrongdoers l i k e  P o n dorgas t ,  Hague, Curley  and tho o th e r s .

That th e re  has been a g e n e ra l  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of m orals  and a s  a r e s u l t ,  a d o to r io r a -  
h l  01 ®khics, i s  a p p a re n t  t o  a l l .  We now look  upon wrongdoing w i t h  a to le r a n c e  
t h a t  would not have boon u s u a l  a g e n e ra t io n  ago. A g e n e r a t io n  o r  so ago, a husband 
o r  w ife  who d e fa u l te d  t h e i r  o b l ig a t io n s  and broke up e i t h e r  t h e i r  own homes o r  the 
nomos of someone e l s e ,  would bo sc ra tc h e d  o f f  tho community's i n v i t a t i o n  l i s t s .
Today no a t t e n t i o n  i s  p a id  t o  the  m isconduct,  u n le s s  tho  m isconduc t  i s  g e n e r a l ly  
d e te c te d  and becomes invo lved  someway w i th  the law. The r u l e  i s  n o t  t o  avoid  doing
w rong,^but to  avoid b e in g  caught and em b arra ss in g  your f r i e n d s . T h a t  i s  a d e t o r i  o ra -
11 on o.L th e  ge n o ra l  m oral s e n s e ,

I  t n in k  what P e g le r  would l i k e  to  s t r e s s ,  and when ho l i k e s  t o  s t r e s s  he docs so ,  i s  
th e  need f o r  more m an liness  in  to d a y 's  American mon. The word " v i r t u e '' c omo s. from 
th e  L a t in  ro o t  M r s , ” moaning "man", and "manliness adds up to  v i r t u e .  I f  you e v e r  
s a r  loo m g  back and around a t  the  men who command your r e s p e c t ,  y o u ' l l  i n v a r i a b ly  
d i s c o v e r  t h a t  th e re  wore v i r tu o u s  men. The idea i s  c u r r e n t  h o w e v c / t h a t  m ^ n l i S s s  
means vho opposite  of v i r t u e  and t h a t  v i r t u e  i s  a s o r t  o f  e f f e m in a te  th in g ,  which i t

inhGyen^ y  dGccnt Suy, as P e g le r  i s ,  can bo a f f r o n t e d  by th o  moral l a x i t y  
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