January CGraduatcs: Univorsity of Notrc Damo Don't dclay confoggion
Fotreat Conferonco, to- Roligious Bullctin until Sunday Mass.
night, 7:00 in Dillon January 14, 1949 Go tonight.

Controvergy Involving Notre Dame |
(Bditorial of Clifford Ward, Fort Wayno Sentincl)

Westbrook Polger and I have boon having somo lottors back and forth on the subjoct
of honcsty and docency in public life. Both of us agrcc that thers aren't too many
men in public life today who aro outstanding oxamplcs of honegty and dcconcy. In
gomc of his carlior remarks, Mr. Peglor scemed to mo Lo bo implying that Notro Dame,
ag well ag West Point, werc gomchow gullty of the sins of Pendorgast, Haguc, Curley,
Kclly and crrant Army officers. I couldn't scc tho conmnoction, but Mr. Pcgler has
convinced me that tho fault was mine, bocausc he wag not attompting to make tho
conncction that I saw.

What hc was saying was that neither West Point nor Notrc Dame has succcooded in
turning out men as gecod as some of our national loaders have becn bad. Ho would like
to sco Notre or some other school turning out a stream of grads wno would be
ontstanding examples in public life of high morals. So would I, eand I presumo so
would everyone else,

But therc 1s thls idea to be considered.s With the way the world is now constituted,
virtuc docsn't get tho play that vice commands. It i not a signal for evoryons to
throw his hat in the air because sonoone is decont, but lack of decvoncy makes hosd-
lince. T happen to think that Herbort Hoover ig one oexample of decency end honesty
in public 1life, but there hasn't boen as much attontion paid to him on that score
as has been pald to wrongdoors lika Pendcrgast, Hague, Curloy and the othors.

That there has been a general deterioration of morals and ag a resuls, a doteriora-
tion of ethics, is apparent to all. We now look upon wrongdoing with a tolorance
that would not have been usual a goncrallon ago. A gencration or so a0, a husband
or wife wiho defaulted thoir obligations 2nd troke up clther tholr own homes or the
homos of someone else, would bo scratched off tho community's invitation lists.
Today no attontion is paid to the misconduct, unless the migsconduct is aenerally
deoteoctod and becomes involved gomoway with the law. The rule i not to avoid doing
wrong, but to avoid being causht and ombarragging your frionds. That is a detoriora-
tion of the gonoral moral sgonso.

I think what Pegler would 1like %o gtrcge, and when ho likes to stress he docgy g0, 1is
the need for more manlincse in today's American men. The word "virtue comcs. from
the Latin root "virs," moaning "man", and "manlincss =adds up to virtue. TIf you cvor
start looking back and around at the mon who command your rcgpcct, you'll invariably
discover that thero wore virtuous men. The 1dea i curront however that manliness
meang tho oppositc of virtuc and that virtus is a gort of offcminato thirng, whish it
isn't. A48 Pog says, it is revolting to noto the senoral idea today that marricd men
ovorgoas must always cheat on their wivos and that all bachclors muat always go
chasing,

Only an inherently deccont suy, as Pogler ig, can bo affrontod by tho moral laxity
which is praiged nowadays on all fronts. Fortunately, tho armcd forces nro now
taklngketcpa to mix up a2 littlo morality with hyglons, but the beoot way to procure
morality goncraily in the armed gorves is for the leaders in those ascrvigeg to get
a good oxemple of it. That hasn't boen donc +oo cencrally.

Doctor Konscy may be right in hig gtatistics. I wouldn't know. But if ho is risht,
1t 18 a terrible commontary on the moralg of pregent~-day American man and I can updor-
stand why Peg scog a beautiful opportunity for either Hotre Dame or ols Slwagh---

to gtart agsociating virtus agaln with manlinces.
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