
Unlve rs  i t y  of Hot re Dame 
B ellg ious B u l le t in  
January 21, 194$

A Be p ly  t o  Jane

Before me la  a l e t t e r  Jane wrote to  a Notre Dame s tu d en t.  E er l e t t e r  i s  r e a l l y  an 
appeal f o r  p ra y e rs , Eer g en era l idea la  moot adm irable, namely, to  secure many 
prayers f o r  peace In the w o rld . But the way she wants h e r  Notre Dame f r ie n d  to  
pray i s  a l l  wrong.

Jane i s  not to  be blamed f o r  tier l e t t e r  and h e r  re q u es t,  Eer l e t t e r  i s  s im i la r  to
many tha  t  have be en pas s in g  a round the Unite d S ta te  s in  the pa a t  few y e a r s . lie r
motive in  (3ending out copies of the  l e t t e r  i s  the most isincere c h a r i ty . What we
want lbo do here i s  to  show lie r ,  and you, what i s  wrong w ith  th e  type of p ray e r  she
is  promoting.

The f i r s t  p a r t  of the l e t t e r  i s  a c c e p ta b le : "We are making a Novena th a t  peace may
t>e had around the w or I d . [lilt i  s n o t hard to  say  one *Ea i l  Mary * and cine ' Our Pa t h a r '
f o r  nine days,"

The nex t paragraph i s  f i l l e d  w ith  u n tru th : "This (Novena) was approved by the
S i s t e r s  of S t , F ran c is , l u f f a ]  o, Nev fork.." The l a s t  l e t t e r  of t h i s  kind th a t  came 
to  tne a t te n t io n  of the l r  of Be '.Igf on wae cr.- d t te d  to  the  good F ranc iscan  S i s ­
t e r s  i n  Bosvont A news e o - m i  in  one oi our C atno lic  papers s a id  the S i s te r s  do n o t 
know how the  l a t t e r  aw aited, nor how anyone could a t t r i b u t e  i t  to  them.

The l e t t e r  s ta te s  th a t  " I t  i s  riot at chain  l e b te r ,  but a Novena." That i s  d isproved 
by the l e t t e r  t te r - i f  which mentions u l f l c a l l y  a l l  the elements of a chain  l e t t e r ,  
th a t  i s ,  a l e t t e r  th a t  ore 3 3  to  pajp  eh.ng to  o thers  w ith  the  req u es t th a t  th e y  
send copies to  o th e rs . H i  te n  to  t u i s  chain  language: " I t  i s  be ing  s ta r te d  f o r  th e  
fo u r th  time and going around the  world, Bend a copy to  fo u r  d i f f e r e n t  people
before the  fo u rth  day i s  u p ."

Chain p ray e r  i s  wrong because i t  depends f o r  i t s  success not so much on God's good­
ness , bu t upon tha magic e f f e c t  of cue unbroken s e r ie s  of p rayers  and upon numbers. 
Take a look a t  th i s  p ro ,use?  ''The fo u rth  lay  a f t e r  you rece ive  t h i s  l e t t e r  a fa v o r  
w i l l  come your way," This promise is  meant bo have a "come-on" e f f e c t ,  th a t  i s ,
"You had b e b te r  Join th i s  chain  c lub , otherwise you w i l l  miss the  fa v o r ."

I t  would be d i f f e re n t  had God revealed  to  us th a t  He wants us t o  re-copy and d l s t r i -
bute the  l e t t e r  fou r blmes before the fo u r th  day, But, nowhere has He mad such a 
re v e la t io n .  # 0  chain l e t t e r  ever mentions the  source of these numbers. The C a tho lic  
Church is  not oppose. to  the r e c i t a t io n  of d e f in i te  p rayers f o r  a s p e c if ic  number
of days, C hris t to ld  the A postles to  pray f o r  nine days, and th en  Ee would send the
Eo±% Unost to  tU3m, C hris t a lso  revealed  th a t  Ee would b ring  t o  Heaven those who 
received Holy Communion on nine consecutive F i r s t  F r id ay s . Only when God mentions 
b l e s t  ings to  be obtained from p ray e r  said  a number of times may we promote the 
number elem ent.

Destroy these chain l e t t e r s  when you receive them. Why? They tend to  load good
souls t o  th in k  th a t  b le ss in g s  come more from h i t t i n g  the r ig h t  numbers than  from the
m erc ifu l hand of Our F a th e r  in  Heaven, We promise to  pray f o r  peace, Jane, e s p e c ia l ly
by saying w ell the prayers a f t e r  Mass which the  Pope ordered sa id  fo r  the conversion  
of R ussia , which sp e l ls  peace,

PIAYEP8: ( i l l )  uncle of Jim  Clyne (Bad), dying, F igh t S p ec ia l In te n t io n s .


