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What Happened At Lourdes.

Lourdes and its Grotto is the story of the Blessed Virgin Mary and fourteen-year-
old Bernadette Soubirous, a poor little shepherdess, now a canonized saint.

The Mother of God appeared eighteen different times to hexr little friend. The
first apparition took place on February 1ll, 1858, The fuel supply in the Soubirous
home had run low and Bernadette was sent to gather some twige and branches. Below
the village of Lourdes is a small stream called the Gave. Along 1ts banks, about
noon, Bernadette with two glrl companions began the search for wood.

Bernadette, deciding to wade across the gtream, leaned down to remove her ghces
and stockinzs. As she did so, a rustling as of a breeze came up with great
suddenness and startled her. She looked up. And standing in a gmall niche in a
large cavern-like rock she beheld the Mother of God.

The Virgin was nodding her head slightly and holding out her open arms. Very much
frightened, Bernadette took out her rosary and prayed fervently, and Our Lady
fingered her beads along with Bernadette. When the rosary was compnleted, the
Blessed Virgin smiled and disappeared.

Other apparitions followed over a period of five months. During these visits Our
Blegged Mother would pray with Bernadette and tell her hecuvenly secrete. Once Our
Lady told her confidante to tell the prieste of the village to build a chapel and
to encourage the faithful to come to the Grotto for prayer. That request has been
fulfiiled. A magnificent church has been built and the pilgrims number thousands
every year,

+

Miracleg began to take place at the Grotto, The first was that of a stone cutier
who wag cured of blindness, The second was that of a c¢nild who was cured of con-
gumption when given up for dead.

Many of thsse miracles were performed after the sick and infirm had bathed in a
gtream of water that sprang un miraculouglyr on the occzasion of one zpparition.

Many cures ave still psrformed today throuzh contact with that stresm which continues
to flow, and blesgings of every description are being sranted by Qur Blessed Mother
becauge of devotion to her as Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception.

The Grotto at Notre Teome was bullt that the gpirit of Tourdes might be brought to
the campus. ©OSince its completion, fifty-tiree years ago, 1t hasg been an intesral
part of Notre Dame 1life, The zealous gtudent wlll pray to Mary at her campus sghrine
gvery day with the same fervor ~nd confidence ag 1f he wers at Lourdes itself. He
will be rewarded Tor his devotlon by countless blegsingg.

Preve”ﬁ
(deceased) Clifford Buclley, 'b1, with his wife and child, killed in auto accident,
brother of John Buckler (mmrr,); father of Jim Donohue, 'k3; Mrs. ¥=therine Forkus,
friend of Dick Tybar (Cﬂv), Charica Connolly; Mre., Mame Tnderhill, sister of Terence
Cogrrove (Univ., trusiee); Otto'”erybaah, friend of I'd Clark (Dil); mother of Jim
Donnollr (Tr): f£ither of Willian T ox, '20; Mrs. Geo, Bender, aunt of Geo. Frozier
(Wal);frisnd of Beb Reilkirch (dy); father of John Guendling, ex '.7/. B Special
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