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Wliat Happened At Lourdes.

Lourdes and i t s  Grotto is  the story of the Blessed Virgin Mary and fourteen-year- 
old Bemadette 8 oubirous, a poor l i t t l e  shepherdess, now a canon!zed sa in t .

The Mother of God appeared eighteen <1 ifferen t times to  Tier l i t t l e  fr ien d . The 
f ir s t  apparition took place on February 11, l8$8* The fuel supply in the Soubirous 
home had run 1 ow and Be made tte  wa s sent t  o gather (3 ome twigs and branches. Be 1 ow 
the v i l la  gee of Lourde s is  a sma 11 s tream ca lied  the Gave. A1 ong i t s  banks, about 
noon, Bernadette with two g ir l  <3ompanione began the search for  wood.

Bernadette, deolding to wade across the stream, leaned down to remove her shoes 
and stockings. As she did s o, a ru stlin g  as of a breeze came up with great 
suddenness (and startled  her. She 1 ooked up. And standing in a small niche in a 
large cavem -like rock she beheld "bile Mother of God.

The Virgin wets nodding her head s lig h t ly  and holding out; Tier' open arms, Very much 
frightened, Be m adette t ook out Tie r rosary and prayed fervent ly , and Our Lady 
flnge red her beads along with Be made t t e . Tfhen the rosary was comple ted, the 
Biassed Virgin smiled and disappeared,

Otheir apparitions followed over a period of five  months, During these v is i t s  Our 
Ble sse d Mothe r w ould pray if 1th Be made tte  and t e l l  Tie r heavenly (3 e c r e t s , Once Our 
Lady told  her confidante to  te 11 the prlests of the v illage  to  build si chapel and 
t  o enc ourage the fa ith fu l 1s o come t  o the Grotto f  or praye r , That re quest has been 
f u l f i l l e d . A magniflcent church has been bu ilt and the pilgrims number thousands 
every year,

%iracles began to  take place at the Grotto, The f i r s t  was tliat of a stone cutter  
who was cured of blindness, The se (3ond was that of (a child who was cured of con- 
sumpti on when given up f  or dead.

Many of these miracles were performed after the s ick  and infirm had bathed in a 
stream of water that sprang up miraculously on the occas ion of one eppariti on,
Many cure a a re s t  i l l  performs d today through <3 onta ct w ith  tha 1) (3 tream which c ontinues 
t  o flow , ;3in(l Tiles sings of every (Tea cr lp tl on are tie ing grante d by Our Blessed Mothe r 
because of devotion to her as Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception,

The Grotto at Notre Dame was b u ilt that the sp ir it  of Lourdes mlght be brought to  
the campus. Since it s  c omple t i  on, fifty -th ree  yea rs fa go, i t  hi s be en an inte gra 1 
pa rt of Notre Dame l i f e , The zeal ous s tude nt w i l l  pray to Ma ry at he r campus shrine 
eve ry (lair with the same fe  rv or and c onf idence ac i f  he were at Lourde s i t  so I f . lie 
w il l  be rewarded for his devotion by countless b lessin g s,

Prayers
(deceased) C lifford  Buckley, '4 l, with his  wife and child , k i l le d  in  auto accident, 
b ro ther of John Buckley (morr, ) ;  f a th e r  of Jim Donohue, '43; Mrs. Jfetherine Forkus, 
friend of Dick Fybar (Cav); Oharlos Connolly; Mrs. Marne Underhill, s is te r  of Terence 
Cosgrove (Univ. tru stee); Otto Herrbacb, friend of F.d Clarlc (D ll); mother of Jim 
Donnolly (Ly); f a th e r  of F i l l i a n  Fox, '20; Mrs. Geo. Bender, aunt of Goo. F raz ie r  
( ife l) ; friend of Bob Beikirch (Ly)’ f a th e r  of John Guanaling, ex '17. 8 Special 
In te n t io n s .
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