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A Notre Dame Man.

Will you pleass ask the students to remember in thelr prayers the squl of a very
good friend of mine and of Notre Dame, the Fev. Raymond McGeough, C(SSR?

Father McGeough, known everywhere throughout Puerto Rico, where he hag been on
miggion duty since hils ordination in 1940, as "Padre Ramon", died very suddenly last
Saturday morning. He had not been 1ll--had viglted frlends the previous evening, and
gaid 6:30 Mass Saturday morming, 4t 9:00 he suffered a stroke, and died at 9:30.

He was 35 years old.

The almost fanatical admiration that Father McGeough had for Notre Tame 1s difficult
to explain, So far as I know, he had no direct connection wilth the school and had
been on the campus only twlce~-visite which might almost be degceribed as "pllgramages".
T think it was simply that to him Notre Dame, better than any other school, offsred
the best example of that militant Catholicism that was the vibrant keynote of his

own priestly life.

He war rabldly interested 1ln Notre Dame's athletic teams, and only recently in dig-
cussing some epochal games of the past, he amazed me by hles accurate and vivid rec-
ollections of plays and players involved in games played ten to fifteen ysars ago.
The Ohlo State game of '35 he recalled practically play by play. As director of his
parish CYO unit, he developed (out of the most barren soil conceivable!) a magnifi-
cent organization of which he was justly proud. St1ll, whille no one was more jub-
1lant when his boys won, he was guite able to accept their defeats with Christian
squanimity, |

But 1t was not so where Notre Dame was involved. To Father McGeough, a Notre Tame
victory was simply the Natural Iaw in operatlon and he was completely intolerant of
any poor quarterbacking or faulty blocking that Jeopardized the smooth and proper
functionings of the law, During the past two seasons the football teams, Saturdey
after Saturday, gave him cauge for conslderable rejoicing; nonetheless, when the
flnal game with So. Cal, ended 1n a tle lasgt Fall, his Alsgust was monumental.,

His keen interest in anything pertaining to Notre Dame 1s well exemplified by an in-
cldent that occured two years ago. Bob Forbes and I had each received a brief memo
from Jim Armstrong to the effect that Harry Hogan (President of Notre Dame Alumni)
wag in the process of making a tour of lLatin America, and was expected to be in San
Juan on or about a certain date. Anxious to give Mr. Hogen a proper Ifotre Dame
welcome to the island, Bob and I frantisally contacted every posaible travel and
hotel facility seeking more svecific information, but to no avall. It was Father
McGeough who called me a ghort time lator to make sure that T knew about the
oxpecteéd arrival of a lir. Hogan, “"somebody comnected with Totre Damé.," Tn case T
didn't, he had all the information: date, time of arrival.and hotel., Where he a0t
the Information I never found out, bubt wherever it was, because the news concerned
Hotre Dame, he was vitally intersstied,

Father McGeough never went to Notre Dame, but in every ssgontial regpect he wao a
real IIntra Dame man. Pleage agk the students to pray for him, I would aprreciate
rocoiving a copy of the Bulletin in which the request 1o mado so that T may forwvard
1t to his fanlly in Thodo Island., I'm suro they will be grateful. Sincerely,

(Paul F, Mclonug, San Juan, Fuerto Flco, clams of 'Hh)
This lottor should nromt you to say a prayor for two intentlona: for Father MeTeourh
and that gome youn< man, rerhaps a Iotre Dare ctudent, will receive the vocation to
take Father McGoourh's vlace in the nilesthood, (Eternal vost prant nnto him,
0 Tord, And lot pervotunl light shine upon him. )



