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"I Am A Fraction."

"Half of me wants to be a priest -- the other half wants to be a hockey player. I
am a fractlon." So wrote an eighth grader recently. That's the way many young
men state thelr problem when they begin to think seriously about a religious vocation.

It 1s natural and normal for a young man to feel an attraction for a vocation in the
world., His father may be a buginess man, a mechanic, a lawyer. Why shouldn't s

gon, admiring his father so much, think of following him? A boy's friends in school
are talking about becoming doctors, reporters and enginesrs. Of course the vocation-
minded lad, pulled in every direction by the good and bad influences of the world,
will feel somewhat "like a fraction," not completely "sold" on any one course of
action.

A young man 1In these circumstances should do thres things: pray fervently, consider
carefully hig qualifications and desires, seek advice from an expert, a priest, one
who has been through it all himgelf.

Once the decislon to enter the seminary has been made carefully and prayerfully, with
prieatly help, that decision should be adhered to through thick and thin despite
perfectly normal doubts and temptations. This is the time for courage and generous
willingness to "give God & chance" by testing that vocation in the proper place for
testing, a seminary provided for that purpose.

Too many young men don't try their vocation. They make decisions without gseeking the
advice of a priest, If God seems to be calling you, go see a priest today., Priests
are needed everywhere, Bilshops are worried about the small number of vocatlons.

More prlests are needed here at Notre Dame, Seek counsel and pray. -

A Suggestion From An Alumnus.

“Your recent bulletin 'How To Cure Impurlity' prompts me to express

a thought that has been with me in recent weeks, which is simply that
we should all make a special effort to pray for the grace of purity
for others, particularly the young and those who are left defense-~
less through ignorance or lack of rellgious training, It 1s no logt
motion for anyons fighting his own battle for purity to include all

others in hls prayers, and it would tend to produce a sane mental
atmogphere,"

Prayers.
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