Univerglty of Notre Dame
Religious Bulletin
March 24, 1949

5t. Joseph and The Eucharist.

Although all Catholles have grsat devotion to St. Joseph and for the Holy Eucharigt,
we never think of those two devotions as connected with each other; and we shou}d;

Of course, St. Joseph never received Holy Communion while he was alivé on earth. In
all probabllity, he dled before the public life of Our lord had begun, But all the
same there la a great quality in St. Joseph's life that ‘should be repeated in our own
Bucharistic 1ife: and that is his active, living Faith. Saint Joseph was above all
a man of Falth, and hls Falth led him to instantanoous action. The Holy Eucharist

1s above all a mystery of Faith, and our Falth in the Eucharist should result in
Ingtant action.

It was part of the divine plan that St. Joseph should not live to gee the mlracles

of Chrlst, but should ruls his holy 1ife entirely in the dark and hidden light, thé
obgourlty of Falth, God tried Sain® Joseph's Faith even before the Child was born.
It 18 only with the deepest reverence and humility of soul that we can’enter into the
perpléxity that troubled hils mind when he knew his espoused wife, Mary, to be with
child.” It was too deep for him to understand; yet because he knew she was a spotless
virgin, he would not publicly renounce his claim on her; and was on the verge of
8llpping quietly out of her 1ife when the angel told him that the Child was conceived
of the Holy Spirit, Then instantly, without question, Saint Joseph took'her to hime
self, and became her guardian, and the foster-father of the Christ Chila,

Then limmedlately after the birth of Christ, when the Holy Famlly was enJoying the
quigt peace of Bethlehem, came the command of the angel to take Mary and Jesus and 20
Into Egypt., Jomeph d1d not obJect, did not ask what would become of hig busineas,
otc., but immediately follewsd orders. And go with the comrand to return to Nazareth,
and with the 1life of the Holy Family there =- all without extraordinary help from

Our Lord, Mary at least saw scme of %the miracles, and she saw her Son risen from the
dead., But for Joseph: Falth alone and actlon based on Falth,

And g0 1%t 1§ with the Holy Eucharist. We do not ges Our Lord, we only believe that
He ls there, and that we pmssess Him in an intimacy more familiar even than that of
Joseph and Mary with Jesus at Hazareth., He does not work any miracles for us in the
Eucharlst: ws do not always feel spiritual improvement as a result of frequent
/7N Communlon, You can't measure growth in the ashusl process of
( giﬁT/ﬁzo#%?(F;xﬁkgrawing, you cen only check 1t afteiwards by loocking at what you
’Fﬁgigézih)‘sgs;ﬁ“;were b@fore, So with.HQ%y Communion: dally we receive Him, dally
\haLe / /fqggmgpuis axre graw%ng-strcnger under the Ilnflusnce of His
“«.&\M/’\ #/JW//” ”m;%y pregence gy St. Jogeph dally advanced in grace at
= S “ﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁix Zazareth. ALl we need 1g to receive Him with Falth;
iy carry out His commands (1ive worbhily of thé Eucharist)
T=«§ ~and we too will advance dally as Joseph did.

(Chaplain's Digest)
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PRAYEFS: (deceased) friend of Tonald Byersmith(Bad);
Augretine Caomo, friend of Tom Carroll and Nobert
Thompgon (worr); friend of Ncwle Wurth (Esr); Mrs.
Lenovo Wolter; father of Fudeiph Rog (Ly)(5th Anniv.);
father of Bernard Underriner, 4.: wivlo of John
Hoelacher, 'h2; grandfether of Gone Butz (P);
grardmother of Tom Nelsion,dr, (Wal); Adolyh Tuéha,
fathar of Sigter M. Englebort (Amoterdam,li,t.). (T11)
mothor of Tom'and Paul (Wal) and Dave Kennoedy (BP),
auto accident, Eleven Special Intentions. One
Thankegiving.



