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%t Cr got You Have A Vocation!

Matty important decisions have humble beginnings- -a chance acouatntance, a b i t  of
frS.eno.ly alv ioe from parents or p r ie s t ,  the happy an ils  of a zealous grade school
S i s t e r , . . .  .a fe rv en t p ray e r. Anything nay be the source of a vocation ■which ia  of 
tremendous im port.

Catholic p u lp it ,  prsee and rad io  plead fo r  vocations. "Vocations must be fo s te re d , , .  
iaore  s an alarm ing shortage of p r ie s ts  and re lig io u s  the world over,11

Ehs i t  ever cocuren to yoa th a t you have a vocation? Hot p a r tic u la r ly  a sp e c ia l 
vocation to  the c le r ic a l  o r re lig io n s  s t a te ,  but a vocation, neverthe less, to  a
S pecific  life-w ork  which is  t ru ly  a c e l l  from Goa,

Beligxons and p r ie s ts  ha-# s p e c i i i  v o ca tio n s, Other vocations leas sp ec ia l are  pro­
p e rly  called  vocations zoo. Tt? married s ta te  Is a  vocation. S in g le ' l i f e  in  the
world deci-cntM to  the serv ice of God i s  a vocation.

Whan the Church aeks you to  pray fo r  vosatip-.B, ordinuri ly  she upsres you to  beg God
to  increase t t e  n’-Wber of ope trial voc$ t i e r s - t h a t  i s ,  vocations to  the re lig io u s  l i f e  
and the priesthood.. , '

lo t r e  Dace, lls tm iln g  to  the O b .u r e h $3*6, you to  pray fo r  vocations too,
not only in  W  oemaitcly unf.sretood sen te  @f the word, but in  the less  uneeraraH
sense as vs 11. She world (God. knew#) m ade s a in tly  p r ie s ts  and religlous-vo-*--' l i r a s
--b u t I t  a lso  needs l i r a s .  A lay  l i f e  m y  twry w ell be a dedicated l i f e .
As a fo llow er of C hrist y fa  are  oallgd to  ffeo serv ice  of God and His Church ii; and
through your w n  career a# a married a n  or an unmarried a n ,  In tha t sense you have
a /ooation  a caljd n g , S t .  h au l--S p is tle  to  the Bcraeee--editresses h is  message to  the 
a lx  called  to  be s a in t s ,”

I 2P±M °S bhen must be b e t te r  understood. I t  Is a generic tens needing explanation 
when applied to  each of the three p rin c ip a l s ta te s  in  l i f e .  From vocation in  general 
stems these p a r t ic u la r  c a llin g s , one o f which you must choose;

1. i/terrlage:
2 . Dedicated s ing le  l i f e ;
3- Priesthood and re lig io u s  s t a t e .

Vocation understood w ith  th is  t r ip le  d is t in c t io n  i s  something f a r  acre extensive t h a n  
any sp e c ia l s ta te  in to  which i t  nay be resolved. I’he la i ty  as w ell as p r ie s ts  aa* 
r e a g  ous are c g j le j  by God to  do Hie w i l l .  Fvery baptized Catholic eg an ind iv idual
I™  f ?x} m e?  f  eir3c!t 18 p slled  *o liv e  as Fe lived , th in k  as He th in k s , love 

bate whatever as loves and h a tes . As a so c ia l person th is  C h r is t- life  a]ready 
poesseeed by san c tify in g  grace is  your means to  transform —C hristiardze—th a t s r v i r -

18 r ®s tr ic te d  t0  cctivent anfi c lo is te r .  I t  is  a l i f e  shared in  
ccwaaon wlun evezy rierber-^m rried  or R lnglo--of Cbrlet^e M yotiral Bc/y.
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