Univore ity of Kotlrs Dame
Fellgious Bulletin
February 14, 1950

THINK.!

Webgter's definition of doldrums well defines your spiritual statug--a state of ligk-
1389ne88 or boredom., It sets in befors Ient. Attendance at daily Mass hag steadily
~ropped over lagt month. Holy Communions are a hundred a day fewer than during the
month of January. Iate Communions in Dillon averaged 200 a day from January 6--31.
This month's average will be 140 or less. (Catholics from New Fngzland have discontinued
night prayer as an old-fashioned plous "extra". Try to count them at night prayer.)

This record 1g another sensible sign of the dull, dead calm. <You know what daily
Communion meansg, You know what attendance at dally Mass means too, How many mlllions
of Cathollcs are there in this country who would thank God for the rest of thelr days
1f they could have the handy facilities you enjoy. Dull seagon? Your Iindifferent at-
tituds 1s positively dpltish. "Consult the record,"” Al Smith used to 88y,

How many of your saintly Catholic mothers would undsrstand your carelessness? How
many of you have mothers who would hear Mass dally if theéy had the convenisnce you
rave about when you're homs. The old Protestant lady who said: "If T could belleves
what you Catholics belleve about the Eucharist, I would crawl on my hands and knees
to Church"--had a deeper inciplent falth than you who can't orawl out of bsd and
walk the hundred paces or lsss to your hall chapel.

ITHINK -- Again!

Bven 1f you can't make the pilgrimage to Rome ana galn the great grace of Plenary
Indulgence for all the punlshment due to your gins, which 1s granted in this Holy
Year, you can and should unite yourself in intention with the Holy Father...."That
each one, in praysr and penance, should devote himself to the reform of his 1ife and
the acqulsltion of the Christian virtuss, so that this great Jubilee may prepare the
way for the Kingdom of Jesus Christ,"

Progress in real plety will not consist in giving up candy and sating peanuts. Not
in putting yoursslf to small Inconveniences, such as giving up ghows, dancing, drink-
ing. Thede penances have thelr place but they are not all-important.

Feal plety will consist, above all, in growing in virtus through the frequentation of
tho sacraments of Penance and the Eusharist.

So Get Set,

Reorder your pre-Lenten thinking, If vou have messed up thls year so far, be deter-
mined that thls Lent willl bs the best sver. And for the senlors it will bs thair
lagt at Notre Dams, After araduation the world will be walting to c¢lub them~-and it
won't be with a Glee Club either. Our timss are gerious. The Communistic incubus

1s rrowling loudsr day by dey., Tt smells blood~~Chrigtian blood--and is moving In for
ne kill,

Filve years ago the Holy Fathsr pointed out the real cauge of rellglous irdifferencs,
It 18 tho curvont divoree betwasn roligion and everyday life., Him messagze contained
an axhortation on frequenting the sacrements ag s moans of ovorcoming tho dangorous
inTluencoes which thrsaten your 1life thig day, thils hour, this minute.

Crowd tho confeossionals., Crowd the chapels, Crowd the altar railas. TIet Nobtre Dame
cxnerisnce thils Lont a maos movemont of 1ts gtudent body toward assistance at the Mase
end the recnpblon of Chrlst's Bedy and Blood, the plodee of Immorality.
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