
Wednesday nite.Lenten devot- University of Eotre %me ,, East campus, 6lit!): weet 
1 one: Fr. Thomaa (Benior) Re11 gious Builetin campus, 7:15, Be on time,
Brennan, C,8, C., preacheor,.. mrch 1, 1950 please.

"Against A Sudden And Unprovided Death."

Motre Dame students and alumni do not always die in bed with, priests and sisters 
praying around their bedside* Bead the following letter and make it a point to get to 
Mass and Oommunion tomorrow morning when the Prefects of Bellgion will offer up their 
Mass POP TEE ME/3? ONE OF UB TO DIE. You may be praying for yourself *

"Dear Father: The inspiring account of Bay Espenan' s beautiful death, the outstanding
testlmonia 1 of sympathy on the part of the student I)ody who crowdsd 8acred Heart 
Church as it had never been crowded be fore, brought t o my mind a sad contrast."

*^te S' J re giste red at Mot re Dame, ba ck in 19__ , tie be gan hi s student life as a
daily communicant. Throughout his fresbman year lie scarcely mlssed si morning. Eow- 
(31761?, during his sophomore year lie received less frequently. And like many sopho- 
mores who start growing stray hairs on their chests began chasing around and drinking,"

"Be wasn't what one might call a "rounder" yet He confided in me several times
and I tried to get him to discuss tils troubles with a priest. Finally "tie did— during 
lent of his second year. That talk fixed him lip until June. I didn't see him again 
lint 11 the following September, lie was still quite affable but less serious, more 
dapper but less his real self.,. .Els junior year lie didn't make "the student mission, 
nor did 1 see him receive Communion Tint; 11 the Christinas novena for parents."

"Oh, he was a clever fellow, talented, and a type we used to call a 'brain'. Els 
f rle rid ships Tie came more exc lus ive, narrow ed d own and res tri cted to tha t peculiar brand 
of campus skept 1 c, the supe r-lntellectua 1 who i(3 the (a rch- crlt ic of eve rything holy.
,. .Ee drank more frequently now and had several narrow squeaka, (3omehow lie got by."

"The sen! or year he move d off campus, be cause the dls clpline (in campus was insulting, 
to his way of thinking, to his sense of personal freedom. We had severe 1 hot argu
ments about rellgion and from the way lie was arguing I knew he was reading promiscu- 
ously the wrong kind of literature... .Well, anyhow, lie was graduated with honors but 
in my e s t imati (in w ithout honor, The Mot re Dame trad iti (in was unb roken: YOU WILD
GRADUATE FROM NOTRE DAME EITHER A BETTER CATHOLIC TEAM YOU WERE IN YOUR FRESHMAN 
YEAR OR A WORSE ONE."

"Two years after graduating lie married a non-Cathollc outside the Church by a Protes- 
tant minis to r, That a Imos t killed his mot he r. I was invite d to the we dd ing but re - 
fused to go. Even though we now lived in the same town, we saw each other only once 
in three years. On tha t occa si on I asko d him if he eve r got his marriage fixe d up.
The answer was MO. And he hadn' t been to % ss once in five years. "

"Within two weeks of that cmphoti c MO, his s iste r who w orko d in the same office bui Id -
ing as I do called me and broko the news: J____ had been Instantly killed in an auto
acoldont. The police report stated he had been driving recklessly while under the 
influence (if liquor... ,1 if ont t o the if alee find sa id the Ros ary w ith the a ss is tant 
pa s t or. Who n I asked him what t ime the fune ra 1 Mas s w ould be, Fa the r j ust sho ok his 
head and sa id, 'Ho' 11 bo buried from thi s funo ra 1 pari or, not from the Church, '"

"... I oxpro s sod my o ond olcnco s t o J Is motho r wh o was a w id ow. 'God if ill lie
more iful,' I said, With to a %'s 531 roaming d own lie r sad fa ce, grief -s t riko n, sho re - 
pi io d, ' Aftor death God is only j us t,'.,.,,. " —  J ,G., '5?

Not 1 co: The K-C' s w ill canva ss Bad in, Howa rd and 8 orin Thursday and Friday nights for 
th i rd-w ip k lent on ad ore rs,
Pray irs; (Do cons ed) f riond of Robort Handl oy (Fa r); friend (if Paul Wo 1 Is (Cav); friend 
of Pat Crowe (Cuv); grandfathcr of IS. Murphy (Znhm); Mrs, [[(Iti Borgo s; Edmund Slos; 
friend of Fr, Scandlon, 111: (Appondcctomy) Robort Bachnor. Speoia 1 Intent!one ̂-9.


