Wednesday nite Lenten devot- University of Wotro Dgme .. East campus, 6:45: west
long: Fr. Thomas (Senior) “eliglous Bulletin campus, 7:15. Be on tlmes,
Brennan, C. S.C., Dreacher... March 1, 1950 pleage.

"Against A Sudden And Unprovided Death.™

Notre Dame students and alummi do not always die in bed with priests and sisters

vraving around their bedelde. Read the following letter and make it a polnt to got t
Mﬁsa and Communion tomorrow morning when the Prefects of Religion will offer up their
Mags FOR THE NEXT ONE OF US TO DIE. You may be praying for yourself.

“Doar Father: The inspiring account of Ray Espenan's beautiful death, the outstanding
tegtimonial of sympathy on the part of the student body who crowded Sacred Heart
Church as it had nsver been crowdsd before, brought to my mind a sad contrast.”

"After J registered at Notre Dame, back in 19, he began his student 1ife as a
dally communicant. Throughout hls freghman year he scarcely missed a morning. How-
ever, during his sophomors year he received less frequently. And like many sopho-
mores who start growing stray halrs on thelr chests began chasing around and drinking."

"He wasn't what ons might call a "rounder" yet.....Hs confided in me several times
and T tried to get him to discuss his troubles with a prisst. Finally he did--during
Tent of his second year. That talk fixed him up until June. I didn't see him agaln
until the following Septembsr. He was gtill quite affable bub less serlous, more
dapper but less his real self....His Junlor year he didn't make the student migsion,
nor 41d I see him receive Cormunion until the Christmas novena for parents.”

"Oh, he was a clever fellow, talented, and a type we used to call a 'braln'. His
friendships became more excluslve, narrowed down and restricted to that peculiar brand
of campus skeptic, the super-intellectual who is the arch-critic of everything holy.
...He drank more frequently now and had several narrow squeaks. Somehow he got dby."

"The senior year he moved off campus, because the disclpline on campus was Insulting,
to his way of thinking, to his sense of personal freedom. e had several hot argu-
ments about religion and from the way he was argulng I knew he was reading promlscu-
ously the wrong kind of literature....Well, anyhow, he was graduated with honors but
in my estimation without honor. The Notre Dame tradition was unbroken: 7YOU WILL

GRADUATE FROM NOTEE DAME EITHER A BEITER CATHOLIC THAN YOU WERE IN YOUR FRESHMAN
YEAR Ok A WORSE CHE,"

"Two years after graduating he marrisd a non-Cathollic outside the Church by a Protes-
tant minister, That almost killed his mother. I was invited to the wedding but re-
fused to 3o0. Even though we now lived in the same town, we saw each other only once
in thrss years., On that occaslon I 28ked him if he sver got his marriage fixed up.
The answer was NO., And he hadn't bssn to Mass once in five years."

"Within two weeks of that emphatlc 0, hls sister who worked 1n the same office bulld-
Ing ags I do called me and broke thoe nows: J__ had been Ingtantly killed in an auto
accident. The police revort stated ho had boen driving recklessly while under the
influonecs of liquor....I went to the wake and s=1d tho Rosary with the assistant
pagstor. Whsn I asked him what time the funeral Mass would be, Father just shook hle

hiad and snid, 'H:'Lll be burled from this funcral parlor, not from the Church.'

"...I axprogesd my condoloncos to J 'g mothor who was a widow. 'God will be
moreiful,' I eald, With toars stroaming down her sad face, grief-striken, she re-
nllod, 'Aftor doath God is only Just.'......" -=J.G., '37
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Notieg: Tho K~C's will canvass Badin, Howard and Sorin Thursday and Friday nighte for
third-wink Lonton adorars,

P“ﬁvars (Doconuod) Triond of Robert Handloy (Far); fricnd of Paul Wolls (Cav); friend

pPat Crowe (0uv); grandfathor of E. Murphy (Zahm); Mrs. Ida Borgos; Edmund Slos;
friend of Fr. Scandlon, I1l: (Appondectomy) Robert Bachner. Special Intentions--9.




