hvge peopile who ars not Unlversity of Neuvrs Lame  Be articwiate. "It is betler

governed by God will bs Felligious Bulletin to light one candle than to
ruled by tyrants,"--W.Pann March 1k, 1950 curse the darkness,"

Ha

e

mios Surround Mo W

6 S ) S

With Fury,'~-Poalm 16, y4,

Actlion has been resumed in Congress nn the Federsl-ald-to-education bill. For ths
past year congiderable dlscussion has arigen throughout the country about this par-
ticular blll. Whether or not parochial school childrsn will benefit by extra=-cur-
ricular alds, such as fres dbus rides, lunches and health service, 1s not the main
polnt at lssue. Tt's hidden undernesth a welter of verbal broadsides. What 1s at
gteke, in the final analysls, 1s the parochlal school as a traditional end integral
part of our American aystem of education.

Rov, Fobert ¢, Hartnett, S.J,, in FEDERAL ATD TO EDUCATION (now available at Dillon
and Cavanaugh pamphlet racks), explaine clearly the rights of chlldren attending
non-public schools, We bring this matter Lo your attentlon so that YOU WILL IO
SOMETHING ABOUT IT.

Auxiliary Bighop Stephen J. Donahue of New York, recently stated: "We as Cathollce
are not asking the govermment to bulld our schools, What we demand, and by right,

i1s this: When the government, netional or state, is appropriating public funds to

give extra-curricular bensfits, such as bus rides, health service, free lunches to

school children, we want our children and all school children to be Included.”

Cathollic schools, once maligned and stoned and burned by fanatics, after enjoying

a conparative era of peacs, once agaln are being atbacked as un~American. Professor
John L. Childs of Columbia Universiiy, a prominent spokesman in the educatiopal field,
represents all-out hoatllity to the parochial mchools. Mr, Paul Blandshard is quite
gure that the Catholic school system 1s undemocratic and should not be tolerated in

8 free, democratic American society!

Not many years ago, a prominent wmid-western college president (non-Catholic) indice
ted hils co-religlonists in these words: '"The Americen Protestant Church should be
convicted of the fearful daln of spiritual neglect of children and youth. A church
which cannot save 1te own children can never save the world," (G, Bromley Oxnam
please nnte.}Vces..What 15 the way out? It ig now becoming increasingly clear that
goclety must learn hew to teach virtue and find a way to glve every child a syste-
matlc training in morality and religion...."

Thls cxry of werning 1s but sne more in the chorus of other thinking Pretestants who
do not agree with the Blandshard-Oxnam theme, and who see what their forsbears did
not see when they welcomed Horace Mann's system of public schools in this country--
wlth absolute divorce betwsen schonls and religlon.

We rightfully boast that Cathollc schoole stand out teday more than they have ever
sbtood out befare as the only hops of the nation's moral 1life, A much groater par--
vice would be rendersd the causs of Amerioan education if our tax-supportsd achools
would be Investlgated as to basic principles of Americanism contained in the Declar-
atlon of Independence. Tso many teachers in State universitles and public high |
sohnols teach athslsm, agnostlclom, relativiem in morals., Yot sur Founding Fathers
wrote: WE HOLD THESE TEUTHS TO BE SELF-EVIDENT--THAT ALL MEN ARR CREATED EQUAT s
THAT THEY AFE ENDOWED BY THEEIR CFEATOF WITH CEFTAIN TNALIENABLE RIGHTS,.,..T0 SECUkH
THESE FIGHTS, GOVERNMENTS AFE INSTITUTED,

Lot us keep the proper pesrspective and not strain the anat and swallsw the camel:
Which 1s more un~American, undemoeratls, unjust=-giving free bug rides, lunchesn,
bealth service to non-publis srhenl children who aro being taught the basic prined-

piea of roal Americanimm and whose parents pay taxes for theme extra-curricular
alde; or pooh-pnohing religisn, elimiuatiug God out of American 11fs, teaching there
le ro euch thing na & splvitnal aoul, all thie 1 taxcgnppertod yublic schoola?



