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Our L a #  And. M other's Day

The C atholic, i f  asked what are the  most b ea u tifu l words in  the English language, 
would unhesita ting ly  say Jesus and nary* But i t  i s  also fundamental thav taere  
is  another name without which there  would_never have been a Jesus or Mary in
the Divine Plan of Redemption* That name is  Louher.

In the world in  which we l iv e , come next Sunday even the ir re l ig io u s  tn .ll  pause
to  honor th is  name of our liv ing  and dead heroines who walked in  the   ̂shadow 0*
death th a t we might have l if e *  As in  previous years, s e lf is h  comcrcia* appeals 
would have us honor our mothers w ith  m ateria l tokens—the f lo r is u s  w ith carnat­
ions, confe c tioners with candy, telegraph companies w ith m issives_ of senviaen . 
I t  would be poor Judgment on the p a r t of a Notre Dame student to  mistake and^ 
supplant the s p ir i tu a l  with such emotional and sentim ental gus*«»_ And vhere xs_ 
a ‘sp ir itu a l sign ificance to  'Mother's Day. This sp ir itu a l signx-icance v a il be 
understood in  proportion  as we understand the  h is to ry  ox womanuvod.

There are two p ic tu re s : the one sad and crue l, pa in ted  in  th r  annals of paganism, 
wherein we see woman w ith no human r ig h ts  or p r iv ile g e s—used as a beast ol bur­
den and th e  slave of man in  A frica, the victim  to  be burned a liv e  m  India, the 
c h a tte l  of base men in  the harems of Babylonia and -gypt,,. and m ere is  the other 
p ic tu re  of woman's ex a lta tio n  in  motherhood, presented to  us by the  vhurcn in  her
Ancient and Hew Testament h is to ry , -

There is  Eve, our f i r s t  mother in  the uld  Testament} th ere  i s  the s e l l - s a c r i f i  
inp Mother Rachel; th e re  i s  S t, Anne the mother of Mary,and E lizabeth , the mot
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mother
o f 'the Baptist; we have the martyi"-mother ^ e l i c i t L n e  oinpreas-mother Lelena^ 
the broken-hearted mother iconic a and count le s s  others#

But i t  is  to  Mary the mother of Christ tha t we go fo r  the p e r ia c t p ic tu re  of
id ea l womanhood—and motherhood, in  her are blended the two nos v beaut-xul 
elements of womanhood—unsu llied  v irg in ity  and motherhood. This marvelous 
mastery of Mary's career i s  the reason why motherhood i s  so ha-lowed t^aay. I t  
i s  the  reason why we Catholics know a relig ious significance mother s Jay,
I t  i s  the reason why we do not have to  th ink  ox next Sunday's wiene in t-rms of 
flowers or candy or greeting  cards exclusively , There i s  deep in  our hearts the
conviction that the perfect God-wan chose the perfect ..lOther, onus olessing -o r
a l l  times the in s t i tu t io n  of motherhood.

And although there- i s  deep down in  our ind iv idual hearts the v -.autlful .:...5 uinct 
to p ic tu re 'o u r  own earthly mother as the ideal mother, every yutnolic no«,ner s
f i r s t  in s tru c tio n  to  her children i s  th a t just as '-n ris t was tuc peiuec,, eon, so
Mary was tho p erfec t Mother, That is  because Mary knew from n-.-.r̂  career, as a l l  
mothers know,"' but to  tho highest degree, what sorrows nna sacrimxces, anxie ties 
and heartaches and cares are the part of mothorhoou* That i s  .w y  wt, can ...o oa . 
in to  tho hearts  of both our mothers and see sim ilar s to r ie s  wr„*t< :i uher.in  not
only of Sorrows but of Joys also*

Because Mary i s  tho s p ir i tu a l  Mother of a l l  of us, thoro is  -’U'vyr, the consoling 
rea lity  th a t our o..=rfect Mother -eery, the all-pow erful **othf r  w hrxst is  watc.v 
ina o v r  our earthly mothers—liv in g  aim dead—, as w ell as tee needs o- us h'-.x 
sp iritu a l childr- ;l» In consequence of th is  re  can show our ea rth ly  mothers no 
greater honor, no h ig h e r  g ra titu d e , than by warmly a.,.1 confidently b. seecmng 
the Mother of -eth ,ro  to  continue to b le ss  and protect them*


