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Qur Lady And liother's Day

The Catholic, if asked what are the most beaubiful words in the English langusge,
rould urhesitabingly say Jesus and warye DBut it is also fundemental that there
is anothar name vithoub which there would never have been a Jesus or lary in
the Divine Plan of Redemption. That nome is lL.other,
In the world 1n'ﬁ1*ch we live, come next Sunday even bhe irreligious will pause
to honor this name of our llVlnw anc deasl heroines who walked in the shadow of
death that we migh® have life. Ag in previous years, seliish camnercial opneals
would hiave us hanar our mothers with vaborlal tokens--the florishts with carnat-
ions, cuonfe chbioners with candy, telegraph companies with missives of sentiment,
It would be poor unwmcnt on the vart of a Hotre Dane student to mistake and
supplant the Sﬁmrluuaj with such e“otwonul and. senazm@nial gush. And there is
5 spiritual signiticance to liother's Day, This spiritual signilicance will be
understood in praygrtiaﬁ as we underotand the history of womanhcod.

There are two pictures: the one sad and cruel,jpalnw“d in thr annals of paganilsm,
wherein we see wonman with no human rights or privilszss--used zs a beast of bur-
den snd the slave of man in &frica, the victim to be burned alive in India, the
chattel of base men in the harems of Babylonia and Zgypte And there 1s t&m other
pilcture of woman's exaltation in motherhood, nresented to us by the Church in her
Ancient and New Tostament history, '

There is Lve, our first mother in the Yld Testament; there is the self-sacrific-
ing lother wachel there is St, Anne the mothor of - urv,mnd blizabeth, the mother
the Baptist; we have the marqylamoth@r Feglicitas, vie mereggamother Helena,

the broken-hearted mother Lonica and countless others.

Put it is to lary the wother of Christ that we go {or the nur¢ 2 p%ctur@ nf
idesl wommnhood-—and mobherhood. 4n her are blended the two mosh beantiful
clomerts of wonanhood--unsullied virginity and mosherhoods This marveious
mypsbery of m,rj'S corcer is the reason why motherhozd is so ha.lowed ta oy, 1T
15 the reason why we Uatholics PnOU'a religious significance uo Jother ' s JEY o

It is %le r\nuon.“%“ -ie do not havs to thim of noid Sundqy‘u “hone in~borms of
flovers or candy or gfbbtln” cards ‘xcﬁu vively. There is deep in our hearts the

convicsion that the perfoct God-tian chosc the perfcct Jother, ~hus blessing Jor
all timeos the institution ol motherhood,

And olihouch thers 1s deep down in our individual r-arts the booutiinl -“%uznut
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to picture our eovn earthiy mother as the ideal motror, every Snbtholic mod her!
first inctruction to hoer children is that just as v:fiqt‘was B werfeet Son, 80
sary wes bho porfect sother, That 1o bocause Lary inesr from er carcer, as all
mothers know, bub to the highest degree, whal sorrows and gacrliilees, anxicbices
and hoarbachis and cares are the poart of mobherhoou. Thot 1s vhy we con Loow
inho bas hearts of bath our mothors and sco sindlar stories rrithen bhorin not
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Becauss uary is tan ’“L”JLULL sebher of a1l of us, bhore ls alvgrn the econsoling
roalliy thab our porlfoct tother «nly, the abl-powerful wobher oL vhris L »; wat eha
ing over our cartlily mothors—-Lliving and dond-—, a3 vell ng b needs of us hor
“Dlrlfxﬁl childr n, In eonsoquence of this ve con ah@w'wur carthly motlies no
groaber honor, o highor grut&tudé, than by warmly ol enlddontly boso &P*Lﬂ*
thi wothor of sothors to cembinue to blooo el h)rﬁu eb T,‘}Ld.;



