CONGRATULATIONSE §

More than Univerglty of NotY ~ 7 rat
LOOO Communions Mother's Day Rellglous Bullatin Charity. Fr. La&hner. 7 & 9i
and Ascengion Thursday! May 19, 1950 Fr, John Walsh: 8, 10:10,11:1Q.

Your Quostions Answerod

"ARE WE AS CATHOLICS BOUND TO AVOID "B" AND "C'" PICTURES WHEN THEY ARE SO LISTED IN
THE CATHOLIC ?RESS?"

Reply: a) It can be safely sald that any Catholic who would go to see a ploture class-
| 1fied as "C" under the ILeglon of Decency rating, would be gullty of mortal sin.

This for one of three roasong: eolther because of deliberats contempt for
eccleglastical authority, or becauwse the person deliberately places himsclf
in & proximate occasion of mortal sin, or because he glves grave scandal by
his presence at such a movie. The only exception that would allow the ordinary
Catholic to attend a "C" movie would be in the event that the Leglon of Doconcy
ghould err in its Judgment of the merits of a parbticular motlon plcture--a most
Improbable eventuallty because those who comprise the reviewing board aro
competent and scholarly authorities.

b) In regard to moving pilctures clagsod as "BY by the Teglon of Decency, 1t
would be lmpossible to set down one definite, all-embracing princlple that
would be applicable to all persons in all places under all circumstances,
Father Francis Comnell, C.8S.R., one of the outstanding moral theologlans in
the country, has the following to say about "B" typed plcturss:

"The most difficult moral problem in connection with the mevies centers
about the lawfulness of attending a "B: plocture. It 18 a problem that
cannot be sottled by a general angwar--sach Individual casé must be con-
gidered., To understand this point we must bear in mind that occasions of
sin ars, to a certain measure, relative. Accordingly, a certaln plcturs
might be a proximate occasion of sin to one person, whereas to another 1%
would be only a remote occasion or no occagsion at all. Some persong of
advanced age could witness a represontation of passionate lovemakling with-
out any other emotlon than disgust, whlle the same scene might Incite grave
temptation in others., Married persons might gafely wiltness scenes that
would be very dangerous to the unmarried.”

"With these facts in mind, we can perceive the significance of the "B
claggification of certain plctures. These contaln scenes or dlalogue that
would be very dangerous to the failth or morals of some persons, but not

of others. From this standpoint, the reply to a person who wishes hils
condclence settled in the matter of attending a certaln motion plcture
would be conditional: 'If the plcture is a proximate occasion of sin for
Y 0 U, it would be a sin for ¥ O U to gee it; if 1% 1s not guch an occasion,
it would not be a sin---at least not a grave gin.' And it would be well

to add thaet those to whom & plcture would be a proximate occasion of grave
sin, would commit a mortal sin, by attending.”

"Furthermore, when the board of censorshlp rate a plcture as objectionable

in part, they are presumed to mean that it 1s likely to lead gomo Porsens into
grave sin(not merely venial sin), so that for such persons to atteond would

be geriously wrong. And by 'some persons' ls meant, not merely a small

number of abnormal individuals, but a notable proportlion of average poople
.».therefore a person would commit a mortal sin by attonding a "B" pilcture
that constitutes for him a proximate occasion of grave ein, or if by attend-
lng he gave grave scandal to others.”

Prayera: (Doceased)Father of John Hayes (Cav); uncle of Brothers Roderlc & Nilus CSC;
Uncle of Jim Maloody (Zahm); Grandfather of Bob Straley (8t. Eds.); friend of Geo. Lang
(Zahm); Cash Wollenborg; ILL Aunt of Dan Hardin (F).
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* PLEASE: It 1is most disrespectful to attend Mags or rocelve Holy Communion *
* when you are docked out in a T-ghirt or asweat<ghirt! ''Nuff saidl ¥
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