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"I_Accuse Myself . . ."

. + »0f having omitted my sins of omission--of having been satisfied for baggage on
g Journey to eternity with the wrong I have not done-~of having been a Catholic by
veaction, not In action--of having considered Catholic morality solely as a form of
oortification and not as a system of 1life, as a suppression and not an expansion, as
r. orake and not a dynamo, ag a ralling and not & springboard.

« « «0F having consildersd what good there was to be done as a duby rather ill-defined,
ontional in nature and quickly discharged, of having persuaded myself that the sternal
wrath of God was provoked solely by implety and slns against the Holy Virtue, and of
having dubbed "good Catholic" a man who goes to Mass on Sundays, performs his Easter
duties and gives his nelghbors no reasen for gossip--and "excellent Catholle" a man
who enbertaing the clergy at his table and carries a candle in the procession--and
"sxemplary Catholic" a man who thunders behind clogsed doors against the enemles of
order and sound idsas,

. . .also, of having described as "angele" and "saints" members of the gentler sex
who balong to "regpectable familliss" and dress in white or gport a confraternity pin
without thereby ceasing to be above the average or worldly-minded.

. « .0 & marked inclination to think that, in performing the least plous or charlt-
able work, we do EVER SO MUCH MORE THAN DUTY REQUIRES OF US, or at any rate that we
do go ls the superlative degree of our duty.

. . .Of having stereotyped my religlon in a prescribed number of ritual acts and pro-
hibitions, in a social attitude at most, and so having kept it 1ln the rat of routine,
the circle of a cagte or the conflnes of a party.

. « «in general of having falled to reallze that all the sins which are described as
sing of commission have their roots in, and are themselves in reallty, sins of
omigsion., . . .

. « +0f having worried God with my own interests without first concerning myself

about Hig. I accuse myself of having solicited His help like a pagan, solely 1n order
to obtaln successes or cures, especially whon, after every human means had been tried
and failed, supernatural intervention seemed to be either & trump card 1n the game

or the lapt card to play . « « »

. « .07 having neglected the appeals which the Liturgy makes to my sensibillty and
my imagination to help my soul to worshlp, of having taken no such Interest in the
goagong of the liturgleal year, or in the colors of the vestments, or in the rites
of tho coromonics, or in sacred art or poetry . » + » + &

. . .of boing ignorant, wilfully ignorant, of tho prayers sald at Mass, satisfled
moraly to atitond--instoad of taking part--telling my beads, turning the leaves of
a commonplace praysr-book, or humming still more commonplaco hymng--of having been
gnbisflod ovon to stand thore like & sentry, and of having thought that I was
wereiinoine God by sltting like an orderly through twonty minutes overy Sunday at the
1atret and shortost Mass, of having praved at Mass and of having had Masees sald only
with a viow to my porgonal needs « .« .

( ~~From MY SINS O@ OMISSION by Jacquas Dobaut~~ )
Ons gnasial graco of Pnntocoat is fortitudo. Tho Haly Phoqt transformod woak, foar-
1 apostlos and disciplos into mon of courage and strongth, who wont forth to preach
Chrigt's mogsage of salvation in tho Markotplacos of tho world and from 1ts vory roof-
tops. Pray for that samo graco to bo foreofully artloulato in thought, word and
dead . .



