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What's The Difforence?

A correspondent asks what is the difference between a bad thought and & bad deslre?

There Is A Difference.

To 1llustrato--take tomorrow's game with North Carolina. Suppose--exaggeration, of
course--God absolutely has forblddsn all football games under the paln of mortal sin.
"Thou shalt not think about, desire or play football."

The_sinful thought: You decids not to obey God. You are going to think about that
game, come what may, in the enviromment which will preduce the thrilling thoughts--
in the gtadium., You have no desire to play--you're too fat, too skinny, too old, too
young. Your roles is one of spectator. . . All spectators watching the game, if azll
know about God's command, would be committing grave sins of football thought.

The sinful desirs: On the fisld, crowding the sidellnes, you see two dozen eager lads
‘in full togs lying on the ground or warming the chilled benches. Cell them substi-
tutes. TFach is eager to get in and play. Becauss of circumstances they can't-~Just
yot anyhow. BEach substitute is committing a grave sin of football desire.

The ginful deed: Eleven on the defence, eleven on the offence are actually playing
this forbidden game. Hach player then is committing a grave sin of football desd,

Now the kind of game you are inguiring about has very much to do with the game of
1ife. It concerns racial instinct and racial preservation. To lnsure the propa-
gation of the human race and to safeguard it from degradation, God forbids every
violation of the Sixth and Ninth Commandmente--every voluntary impure thought, desire,
deed--contrary to these commandments. Every wilful violation would bs a mortal sin.
Although mortal sin, every mortal sin, is destructive of sanctifying grace, there

are variations in the gravity of gullt.

Although the mere spectator at the forbldden football game' commits grave sin, his
guilt is not as grave as that of the substitute who actually degires to play. Nor
is the substitute's guilt as grave as that of the first-teamer playing the zame.
Make your own comparison, Our Lord saye that "anyone who looks with lust at a woman
has already commltted adultery with her in his heart.”

Football Is Not Forbidden.

Temorrow & new football season opens, Mogt freshmen will be seelng thelr first game.
The coach, his asglstants, and the team--all will foel your support, or jyour lack of
1t, tonight at the pep rally. But pep rallles ars just like that--lots o nolge,
whooping 1t up, Iintroductions and CHEERS FOR GOOD OL' NOTRE D/ME,

Hore at Notro Demo we start our cheering thoe night befors, but the cheoring support
of the studont body that counts most is shown Saturday morning at the Communion Eall.
If you are at peace with God, you are at peaco within yourself and wilth everyone
around you. <You study bettor, you enjJoy soclal contacte moro, and you actually gotb
mors onjoyment out of the game. And 1f you arc at poace with God, why not get up
for Mags and rocoive Holy Communion--overy morning!

ROSARY ANJOUNCEMENTS: October ig tho month of the Rosary, but cvery day 1l romary
day for clionts of Mary. hdoration begins Monday--tho froshmon take ovor the first
wook but not oxclusively. Meny falthful upporclassmon will bo thoro. Como and ool
Prayerg: tho slator of Mr. Frank Walkor dlod; also mothor of Albort Castollimi,
father of John and Art McMammon, and Mr, Hugh McCaffrey. @2 Spoclal Intentions.




