Christmas Novena for Par- University of Notre Dame Adoration daily 8-5, except

ents: daily Mass, Communion, Religious Bulletin Friday (6:30-7:00 p.m.);
Rosary, Adoration. . December 7, 1950 Saturday (8-11 a.m.) Sunday
- - - ‘ (6:30;-7 p.*m.)

Love And Mary Tmmaculate.

Love, human or divine, 1s difficult to describe. As a matter of fact, it cannot be
properly defined, only experlenced. Its purity, its depth, 1ts complete self-efface-
ment ls measurable only by death. Christ dlese to prove Hils love for us, glves His
all, every drop of Hies Blood. The soldier dies for Hils country to prove his love. A
mother dles for her child., Death is love's ulitimate testimonial.

To 1ova, therefore, 18 to give of one's very own, to give without reserve. Love does
not ¥now the word “enough.'" Without sacrifice love s no*t; true love but wistful

sentimentallty.

Love is inexhaustible. A mother loves her first child as much as she leves her second,
her third, her fourth, and so on. She loves them all as she loves the one. For this
same reason our Blessed Mother's love for us cannot be exhavated, although her children
are leglon,

What 1s this wmysteriows, vital force?Coldly defined it is a consclous impulse of our
rational soul, a movement of our will toward some good--a thing, an experiencs, a Par«-
person. We are to love the things that are good for us, desire them when absent,
enjoy them when possessed, We do not love someone we do not know. ILove follows know-
ledge and is dependent upon it. This is why we must know Christ to love Him, why we
must know Mary to love her.

Tove algo Beeks union between the lover and the person loved. If we love our friends
we want to be with them and enjoy thelr companionship. If we love our parents we

want to be home with them and in their midst, If we love God we want to be where Hae ‘<,
is.

God ®mo loved us that He becams one with us, This love-union sxplaing the Incarnation,
God still loves us. So this love sxplains the indwelling of the Holy Ghost in our
aouls by sanctifylng grace. Christ loves His Church and promlsed to be with her un-
t11 the end of time. This unigque love explains the Mystical Body.

Parsons who lovenhieach other tend to become llke one another. TLove then is a becom-
Ing and has power to transform. Love watches the beloved closely and strives to do
everything with the idea of pleasing the loved one. The two are dispogsed to become
one--one 1n thought, one in word, one in affection. The more we love Christ, the
more we loye Mary, His Mother, the more our whole lives will be trensformed.

Of all creatures God loves Mary. Is it unfitting that she bde concelved Ilmmaculately?
Although conceived naturally, like any one of ug, she was not for one single moment
under Satan's control, but born as we would have been born lmmaculately, had Adam and
Eve not sinned. This marvelous privilege we honor in the Feaa‘t; of the Immaculate
Conception.

Tove is & dynamic force. Not static. Who ever heard of an Inactive love? ZLove, when
it really dominates the heart, must overflow into action. As love follows knowledge,
gervice follows love. The service of love is obedlence. Christ came to us through
her. It 48 Hig will that we go to Him through her in return,

Mary, the purest of all God's creatures, 1a the mother of this University, the mother
of all Notre Dame men. As Mother of Christ she llved for Him alone. Every single

duty ghe performed in His honor, the most insignlificant household task wam a love

nffering to God. 'That was her secret. It wlll be our secret too 1f we go to Mary,

confacrate ourselves to her Immaculate Heart.. As the world's greatest mother, she

18 the world's greatest teacher., Never waas 1t known that anyone who fled to her pro-

tection was left unmided. Go to Mary. Thils 1s her Ema.

WAyers: (deceaped) father of Fr. Gartland, casc. I11l, father of Dick Daley (Ly):;
(appendeﬁtmy) L. Stapanian (Alu). |




