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"Baal Preaonco, . .  Baal Absonoo."

The Beal Presence of C hrist in  the "Eucharist is  a tremendous t ru th .  The Son of Cod 
hooamo Man—th a t  is  amazing enough. Ho took on a human natu re , livod a human l i f o ,  
died a human do&th, Ono could re f lo a t  on th is  day and n i& it, fo r  a l l  tho years of 
a long lifo tlm o , and uovor begin to  exhaust tho moaning and tho wonder of i t .

But He did more. Boforo Ho went to  His dea th , He changed bread and wine in to  His 
Body and Blood, and gave His p r ie s ts  the power to  do th is  same th in g  in  generation 
a f t e r  generation  a f t e r  generation . Bo th a t ,  under the appearances of broad and wine, 
He is  t r u ly  p resen t in  the consecrated host and chalice * Humanity and d iv in ity , He 
is  there  in  tho tabernacle  which holds tho Blessed Sacrament.
t

C atholics take  i t  f o r  g ran ted . They do th i s  in  two senses, one good and one not so 
good. In  tho good' sense, they accept the fa c t  of"the Beal Presence w ithout the 
s l ig h te s t  q u estio n . They have no doubts about i t .  I t  i s  fo r  them an unshakable actu­
a l i t y ,  They a re  aware of the Beal Presence whenever they  stop in to  a C atholic Church,

And so are  no t a few non-C atholics. Tho l a t t e r ,  boforo they know much a t  a l l  about 
Catholicism , sonso tho Beal Presence when they v i s i t  a Catholic Church, They appre­
hend a curious d iffe ren ce  in  such a church, a v i t a l  pulse boating , boating , boating , 
a P e rso n a lity  close a t  hand, a Presence which i s  a Beal Presence. . . .  I t  is  nob 
necessary to  argue w ith  Catholics th e  case f o r  tho Beal Presence. But sometimes i t  i s  
necessary to  argue w ith  them the case f o r  the Iteal Srbgence,

What do I  m an  by th a t?  By tho Beal Absence I  mean the fa c t  th a t C hrist is  d e lib e r­
a te ly  and to t a l l y  l e f t  out of one a f t e r  another of the  most important aspects of our 
l iv in g . B u t, f o r  the  genuine C h r is t ia n ," C hrist must permeate a l l  l iv in g , and a l l  
l iv in g  must be absorbed in to  C h ris t, S t .  Paul repeated th is  idea tim es innumerable.

"In  Him we l iv e  and move and have our being, » ,  I f  we l iv e ,  we liv e  to  the Lord. . 
C hrist died " fo r" a l l  in  order th a t  they  who are a liv e  may liv e  no longer f o r  themselves 
but fo r  Him, ,  , I t  la  now no longer I  th a t  l iv o , bu t C hrist liv e s  in  me, .  , Whether 
you ea t o r d rin k  or do anything e ls e ,  do a l l  fo r  th e  glory of God,"

This is  the C h ris tian  p a tte rn . This is  C h r is t’s w il l  fo r  u s . Wo p re t ty  generally  
d isregard  lt& Honoe wo have tho Real Absence of C hrist in  most of our d a ily  round.
I f  we open our eyes and take a searching look a t  our environment, we s h a l l  note in  i t  
tho Beal Absence. Take f o r  example, education. With every passing day i t s  scope 
widens, ,  ,  (There) i s  the t o t a l  exclusion of re lig io n  frcm education, God is  out, 
the Son of God i s  ou t. In  education you have tho Real Absence, , ,

You have i t ,  to o , in  m arriage, , .  What about re lig io n  and marriage in  the sense of 
m arriage’s being "sacram ental, a fu sing  of two liv es in  ono sacred love in  which C hrist 
Is a p a r tn e r . .  .  Here again Is  tho Beal Absence,

The books wo read , tho plays we soo, tho te le v is io n  and rad io  programs which come 
pouring in to  our homos hour on ond,  tho so ce rta in ly  present ideas of l iv in g  which are 
tho very reverse of l iv in g  in  C hrist and by Christ* , * Is  there  rood of saying much 
about tho Bool Absence in  In te rn a tio n a l a f f a i r s ,  . , Wo in s is ted  on tho Bool Absence 
from our post-w ar arrangements, from tho proceedings of tho UN, lo s t  tho proponents 
of m ili ta n t  atheism  bo afforded . I t  would havo boon much worse to  o ff ond thorn than 

% o  offend Him, Wo "chose tho Bool Absonoo, and now tho b i l l  is  presented , to  bo paid 
in  oceans of b lood, ' ( John S , Kbnnody, Do comber 1950 CATHOIIC THOUGHT )

Another way t o  understand tho Boal Absonoo would bo to  study our a o c u la r is tic  wostorn 
cu ltu re * There are  only a light-' v a r ia tio n s  in  moaning among SBCULA3GBM, MATERIALISM,
h a t u b a u b m ,  j w w w m m m m .


