| | Univmmity of Notro Dam
- Roliglous Bullotin
Jenuary 9, 1951

~wnﬂ&né—wmm

"Bogl Prosonco. o o Boal Absonco,”

Tho Roal Proscnoc of Christ in tho Fucharist 1s a tromondous truth., Tho Son of God
boosme Man-~that 1§ amazing onough, Ho took on a human noture, livod a human 1ifa,
dicd a humen doath, Ono could refloct on this day and nlght, for all tho years of
a long lifotimo, and wmovor bogin to oxhaust tho meaning snd tho wondor of it.

But Ho d1d morc. Bofore Ho wont to His doath, Ho changed broad and wino Into His
Body and Blood, and gave His priecsts tho power to do thie samo thing in gonoration
aftor goneration after gonoration. So that, wnder the appoarances of broad and wino,
Ho is truly preosont in tho conmocrated host and challce, Humanity and divinity, He
18 thoro in tho tabornaclc which holds tho Blossod Sacrament,

Catholics tako it for @rantod. Thoy do this in two sonsos, ono good and omo not so
good, In the good songa, thoy accapt the fact of tho Roal Presonco wilithout the
elightost quomtion., They havo no doubtas about {t. Tt 1g for thom an unshakablo actu~
ality, Thoy are awaro of the Roal Prosence whonovor thoy stop Into a Catholie Church,

And so arc not & fow non=Catholics. Tho lattor, boforo they kmow much at all about
Catholicism, sonso tho Toal Presence whon they vislt a Cathollic Church, Thoy sppro-
hond a curious difforonco in such a church, a vital pulse boating, boating, beatlng,

a Persobality cloge at hand, a Prosonco which 1s a Rosl Prosoncce « « « It 18 not
nocossary to arguc with Catholics the case for tho Real Presonce, But sometimes it 1s
necessary to arguo with thom the ocase for the Real Abeenco.

What do I mean by that? By tho Foal Absenco I moan the fact that Christ 1s deliber-
ately and totally loft out of one after anothor of the most important aspects of our
11iving. But, for the genuine Christian, Christ must permeate all ldving, and all
1iving must be sbsorbed into Christ, St. Paul repeated this idea times innumerable.

"Tn Him we live and move and have our being. » » If we 1live, we 1llve to the Lord. .
Christ died for'all in order that they who are allve may live no longor for themselven
but for Him, » « Tt 15 now no longer I that livo, but Christ lives in me, . , Whether
~ you eat or drink or do apnything ¢lsc, do all for the glory of God,"

This 1e tho Christian pattem, This 1s Christ!s will for us. Wo protby genorally’
disrogard 1ti Honco we have tho Rosl Absonce of Christ in most of our daily round.
If wo open our oyos and take a soarching look at our onvironment, wo ghall note in it
tho Roal Abgsonccs Take for examplo, oducation, With ovory pagoing day its scope
videng. + » (Tham ) 18 tho total oxolusion of rolliglon from odvacation, God 1s out,
the Son of God i out. In oducation you havo tho Roal AbsanCOs + »

You have it, too, In marriage. » » What about roliglon and marriago in the sonsa of
marriage's boing sacramontal, a fusing of two livos In ono sacrod love in which Christ
18 a partnor. . » Hove sgain is tho FReal Absonco,

Tho books wo road, tho plays we soo, tho tolovislon and radio programs which como
pouring into our homos hour on ond, thoso cortainly prosont 1doas of 1iving which aro
tho vory rovorso of Iiving in Chriet and by ehrist. . o I8 thoro nood of saylng muoh
about tha Roal Absonco in intormational affaire. « « Wo insietod on the Roal Absonco
from our pogt-war arrangoments, from tho procoodings of tho UN, lest tho propononts
of militant a€holam bo offondod, It would havo boon much worgsoe to offond thom than
to offond Him, Wo choge tho Roal Abgomco, and now tho bill is prosontod, %o bo pald
{n occans of hlood, [ =~ John S, Konnody, Docombor 1950 CATHOLIC THOUGHT )
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Anothor way to undorstand tho Real Absenco would bo to study our gooulariatic wostorn
aulturo, Thore aro only alight variatious 1in moaning among SECULARIEM, MATERTATISM,
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