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Mako A Rotroat If Possiblo,

A bus load of neo-Trapplsts are Gethsemanl bound between somesters. Others havoe ex~-
pressed intentions of meking rotreoats olsowhero., Usually in larger citles ample ac-
commodationg will be found for making closod rotreats, This rotreat business 1s a
commondable dovotlonal practico and ono to be oncouraged, Studonts going into the
armed forecas will do woll by themselves if they plan a retront of soveral days beforo
induction.

Noisy Holinese]

God finds 1t difficult to spoak to nolsy hearts, He doss His bost work during the |
silonce of prayor and retirement from the world. So whorvever you go make it a gpeclal
point to keep tho mllonce retreat masteors highly recommend, Gotting away from all

this confugion, war-anxiety and hurried quest for last minute pleoasures will go a long
wvay toward helping you to re-charge your spiritual energles, to settlo down and face
your probloms as adult men, Withdraw from your worldly enviromments, get away from
nowspapers, radio, small talk and chit-chat-=do this and you will re-discover the
realities of "another“ world, the spiritual world, which are ag roal ag tho sidewalks
under your feot and the stars over your head.

3 Works Boot In Silongo.

In the last chapter of THE WATERS OF SILOE Thomas Merton, now Frater Louls, has this
to say about his Trapplst enviromment of gllence? |

“The kings and tho dictators and the mighty of the world accomplish their works with
great noise, with specches and drums and loud-spoakers and brass and the thundar of
bombers, But God works in silencs.

"Nations, dynasties leave thelr mark upon the world by tearing pleces out of the map,
by killing men and eending thom into exile or slavery. But while armles destroy with
great terror and confusion, God builds 1lifo whers they have sowm doath and brings
ganctity out of the poisoned stresm of their hatred.

"Tho spirit of the world, which is solfishnoss and envy and oonapiracy and lust and
torror, makog mon loud fram the fear of their own hallownees, Bubt the Spirit of God
gilves them peace, toachos them not to be afraid of gllence but to find themsselves in
quioct, The apirit of the world, whlch 1s avarice and oppression, arms men against one
anothor and dividos thom against thomsolves and agalnet others: 1t splits tho world
into aymod camps. But tho Splrit of God drawe mon togothor and unites thom In peaco-
fulness and teachos thom to work togother and to carry one another's burdens and to
honor one another, in splte of thelr faults and thelr weaknessos and their infirml-
ties. It teaches thom to be compasslonato and to obey one another for the sake of
God's love and Hls poace.”

In the sllonco of prayoer and recollectlon of rotreoat you will botter understand tho
importance of God, tho importance of your soul, and the rolative unimportance of tho
worldly pleaguros which havo seduced and secularizod many souls, During rotreat those
values which count most in life willl bo put filrst whero God wants thom. Thomas Merton
pute it this way: "But thero 18 one thing in 1life that has no Limit to its valuo, ono
virtue that can bo practiced without any nood of modoration. And that 18 love. The
love of God and tho love of othor men in God and for His sako. v o+

"Thero 1a no point at which 1t bocomos roasonablo to abate your interior love

ror God or for other meon, beocauss that love 1s an ond In 1teelf: It 1o the
11 _which wo wore oreated and tho only rcason vhy wo exist,”
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