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Not _Afummle of A_Differerncei

Apropos of yesterday's Bulletin we might add that time and again the question ig
riaged about the difference betwoen contemplative and active Orders. Young men, and
young women, too, for that matter, holding the voocational doorknob in their timid
fists, pook through tho crack in the door and see the wide vista of religlous Orderm,
"Whiah one is for me?” Or, "Which one 18 tho bomt?" they ask. Somo boys havo already
talked the mattor over with their pastors who have pointed out the noeds of dioceses,
However, if the reoruit 1s consldering the religious 1life and the priscsthood he has

a jJob aelact:lng that one which will sult him beat.

Since Thcmae Morton has writton so eloquently and well on the Tmpyiat way of lifo,
many of hig noo-followors wonder about becoming contomplatives, They want to go

“the whole way," or "plunge deep," as thoy call 4%, Invariably this problom comes up:
What 1s the diffemncc botwaen the ocontomplative vocation and the active vooation?
Fathor Thomas Kilduff, o‘e.b. , writing in "Contaot" for May, 1950, oxplains it thusi

Comparigons aro odious. . . but many young people do comparc the aetive ordors with
the contomplativo orders whon thoy are oconsldering the call of God, Thoy wondar
whother they should "go all tho way" with God and join a strictly contomplative
order, oOr ecmyromiae (ss they wculd put 1%) and ontor an activca commmity,

Y
First, 5 you must give all you have to God, whether you enter the dctive 11:?9 (ana
this incitdas tho diocesan prieathom) or tho contemplative 1life. Theore are just
two difforont ways of giving overything for tho cause of Chrigt. Thore cannot be
8 amprmis@ in aither one wﬁ:hout fa:lling to measure up %o the call of God,

| Fathor Kildui‘f goos an to explain that con'bemplativaa go more diroctly to God ) wharm
as the aetive orders go to god "indirectly" by merving Christ in His mombers activaly
through the spiﬁtual and corpoml vorks of morey. |

QF SILOE Thomasg Me:rbon calls the diffemma a matter of omphasis: "All rolie
gim Ordors therofore gtrivo to produce the highest Christian porfootion in their
membors: but they are also dedloated to the spread of the Church. Tt is & common
end of all roligiows Rules to contridbute, iIn soeme way, to the salvation of souls, . »

WATEE

"Oontemplation and achbion nocegsarily have tholr part in overy religlous Rale., The
two must go togethor, bocause Christian perfoction 1s nothing olse but the perfeotion
of charity, and that meang perfoct love of God and of men, This 18 only one lovo,
But omphasis can novertheless be placed on one or the other of thomo two subjJocts (God
or Man). The religlous Rulos that aim most of all at the love and soxrvice of souls
are tormed actlve, while those Orders whose mombors concontrate moro excludively on
the mntamplabim (which implies the love) of God are called contomplative,"

Which Roligious Order Is Tho Bost?

Again referring to WATERS OF SILOE: "The frultfulness of all tho roliglous Orders,
and thelr contribubion to the beauty and vitallty of the whole Churoh doos not de~
pond on the oxtorlor and material evidence of thelr onergy, The best religious Order
18 not the ono that has the most schools and ¢ollogogs » » » nor 1s nocessarily the
one with tho strictest Rule, tho moet fasting. . + 4 Those aro not tho standards by
which wo Judgo tho offioacy of a religlous Rulo. + » In tho conoroto, the Order whioch
comos clogogt to kooplng 1ts own Rule perfootly and which, at any givon moment, best
achlevos the ond for which 1t was instituted, will be, in point of faoct, the best ono
L. tho Church ot thay momont.” (Taks your pick but pick Holy Cross =- Biitor)
Pryors: (doocossod) grandmother of Pat Honry (O-C): mothor of John Noeson, '35. Ill,
friend of Joe O'Brion (How); mother-in-law of Bob Horan (Dil); Ed Snyder (Fa.r)
hospitalizoed. Bpecial intsntions 3.




