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The f o l lw in g  words e f  Pope P lus XI In  M s E n cy c lica l l e t t e r ,  C ast! Connubii. should 
be pondered by th o se  about t o  m arry;

" l e t ,  then# th o se  who a re  about t o  e n te r  on m arried  l i f e  .approach th a t  s ta te  
w e l l  disposed and w e ll p rep ared , so th a t  th e y  w i l l  be a b le ,  a s  f a r  as th ey  can, 
t o  he lp  each o th e r in  s u s ta in in g  th e  v ic is s i tu d e s  of l i f e ,  and y e t more in  a t ­
te n d in g  to  t h e i r  e te r n a l  s a lv a tio n  and in  form ing the  in n e r  man un to  th e  f u l ­
ness of th e  age o f C h r is t , . ,

"Te the  proxim ate p re p a ra tio n  of a  good m arried  l i f e  belongs very  s p e c ia l ly  
th e  care in  choosing a p a r tn e r ;  on th a t  depends in  g re a t measure w hether the 
forthcom ing m arriage w i l l  be happy or n o t, s in ce  one may be t o  th e  o th e r
e i t h e r  a g re a t help  in  le ad in g  a C h ris tia n  l i f e ,  o r  a g re a t danger and h ind ­
ran ce . . . , They shou ld ,  in  so  d e l ib e ra t in g , keep befo re  t h e i r  minds the 
thought of Sod and of th e  tru e  r e l ig io n  of C h r is t , th en  of them selves, of 
t h e i r  p a r tn e r ,  of the  c h ild re n  to  come. , . l e t  them d i lg e n t ly  p ray  f o r  
d iv in e  h e lp , so  th a t  th ey  may make t h e i r  choice In  accordance w ith  C h ris tia n  
prudence,  n o t indeed led  by th e  b lin d  and u n re s tra in e d  Impulse of l u s t .  ,

The R ite  Of B e tro th a l (EngageTOnt).

From th e  Reman R itu a l  t r a n s la te d  by F a th e r W elle r; When a C h ris tia n  man and woman 
in te n d  t o  pledge %5mselve's to  s S r r i a g e p r a i s e w o r t h y  and in  accord w ith  an ­
c ie n t  e c c le s ia s t i c a l  custom to  have th e  engagement solemnized and b lessed  by th e  
Church. ,  ,  There i s  no p re sc rib e d  r i t u a l  f o r  b e t ro th a l .  However, i t  i s  most f i t t i n g
th a t  th e  ceremony take p la c e  befo re  the  a l t a r  of God, and th a t  i t  be followed by
the  o ffe r in g  o f th e  E u c b a ris tlo  S a c r i f ic e ,  to g e th e r  w ith  the  re c e p tio n  of Holy Com­
munion.

1 . The p r i e s t  (vested  in  su rp lic e  and w hite s t o l e ) w ith  h is  a s s i s ta n ts  aw aits
th e  couplo a t  th e  communion r a i l .  At hand aka h o ly  w a te r -and th e  a l t a r  m is sa l. 
As tfco m et 'taoA woman ecete forward w ith  th e  two w itn esses  th e y  have chosen, 
th e  fo llo w in g  an tiphon  and psalm  a re  sung—Fee l a  126. ,

2 .  The p r i e s t  now ad resees  them; "Beloved of C h ris t:  I t  i s  in  th e  d isp en sa tio n  
» f Divine Providence th a t  you a re  c a lle d  t o  th e  holy  v o ca tio n  of m arriage. F or 
th i s  reason  you p re se n t yourselves today befo re  C h ris t and His Church, before  
His sacred  m in is te r  and the devout people of God, to  r a t i f y  in  solemn manner 
th e  engagement bespoken between you. At th e  same tim e you e n tre a t  th e  b le s s in g  
of the  Church upon your p ro p o sa l, as w e ll  as th e  e a rn e s t su p p lic a tio n  of th e  
f a i t h f u l  h e re  p re s e n t ,  s in ce  you f u l ly  r e a l iz e  th a t  what has been In sp ired  and 
guided by th e  w i l l  of your heavenly F a th e r  re q u ire s  e q u a lly  E ls grace to  be 
brought t o  a  happy fu lf i lm e n t .

"We are  con fiden t th a t  you have given se r io u s  and p ra y e r fu l  d e lib e ra tio n  to  your 
pledge of wedlock; moreover, th a t  you have sought oounsel from th e  su p erio rs  
whom God has p laced  over you. In  th e  tim e th a t  In te rv e n e s , you w i l l  p repare f o r  
th e  sacram ent of matrimony by a period  o f v irtu o u s  c o u rtsh ip , so th a t  when th e  
happy and b lessed  day a r r iv e s  f o r  you to  give yourselves irrev o cab ly  to  each 
o th e r, you w i l l  have la id  a sound s p i r i t u a l  foundation  f o r  long  years of godly 
p ro sp e r ity  on e a r th  and ev en tu a l b lessedness  to g e th e r  in  th e  l i f e  to  come, May 
th e  union, you propose one day to  consummate a s  man and w ife  be found worthy to  
be in  a l l  t r u t h  a sacram en ta l image and r e a l i t y  of th e  union of C h ris t and His 
beloved B rid e , the  Church. This g ra n t, thou  Who l i v e s t  and ra ig n e s t ,  God, f o r -  

■  g a f t - a r j m a t f  (To M  c o n tiKse d 'Monday.)
I r a y t r a ; (deceased) unola of J o s .G a l ld s a y  (B f i) .  I l l : aunt of 7 , Smith. 8p. I n t .  8 ,


