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God Giveth The Increase.
.'I f f m i lH iir t  mm v t \ W## if # .w # n , ^

Bear Father Grimm; When 1 was in  school, back in  the l a t e r  20s, the padres were always 
ta lk in g  about Notre Bam s p ir i t . They said  i t  had a d is t in c t iv e  charac ter about i t ,  
Maybe i t  had, and maybe i t  was good, but i t  was hard f o r  me to  see it#  Perhaps I  was 
too close to  i t*  1 even wanted to  believe i t ,  but I  couldn*t be su re . I t  was only 
afterwards, when I had graduated and le f t  *3chool, that I  diecovered the character of 
the Wotro Dame man*

During my years in  earv ice  I  came up ag a in st a lo t  of men from as many colleges and 
u n iv e rs itie s  as you can number* Among a l l  of them, I  thought men from Notre Dame 
stood out. But I  a t tr ib u te d  th is opinion to  a n a tu ra l prejudice* What re a lly  con- 
vinced me, was la ter  on when I  moved on to a bigger assignment, and became chaplain 
to  chaplains, I  was then given the low-down by sk y -p ilo ts  of a l l  f a i th s , and by 
p riests both secular and relig ious * Bnlvereally and spontane ously, they went out of 
th e ir  way to te  11 me, I  should w ell be proud of Notre Dame,

I t  is  d ifficu lty  i f  not impose lb la to  analyze the sp ir it  of a s chool. The instances 
told  me were a l l  varied, as men do vary, and the d iffer in g  circumstancea in which 
they l iv e . Nevertheless, there was a common t r a i t . I t  seems to  me that i t  a l l  b o ils  
down to  t h is ; Notre Dame men have deep re llg iou s c onvictions and live  th e ir  fa ith  * *
* , They have an easy friend ly  fam iliarity  in  the company of p r ie s ts . . . They are 
respectfu l in manner and speech. . . They are not presumptuous or overbearing. , ,
They are men of stamina and courage. + . They are lo y a l, *", They do not le t  you down
♦ « # These were some of many observations passed on to  me.

However, to  be perfectly  frank, 1 do not th in k  many students now on campus measure up 
to  those t r a it s . I  think th is riot; because they are of thlnne r blood, but Toe cause 
development of any s ort takes time. Especlally is  th is  true w 1th regard to  8FIBIT.
I t  w i l l  not reach f u l l  fru itio n . . , u n til they are older and w iser, I  have high 
hopes for a l l  of them, and, in  any case, those few who w i l l  f a i l  us, w i l l  not destroy 
what I  treasure in  myself and what I  cherish for  a l l .  * * being a Notre Dame "man*

— (8igned) Bov. Bobort Woodward, 0*8*C*

Be cently a v is it in g  p riest from Australia, who had been a chaplain kirns e l f  in the la st  
war, expressed p ractioa lly  the same aentlments * Encoumging as these remarks may be, 
no one appreciates them more than we who are aub ject to  discouragemont when faced with 
more immediate problems. , , such as an a ll-o u t novena fo r  Mother*a Day*

The sa in tly  Plus X knew the sad e ffec t a of the is  elation  of the fa ith fu l from the Eoly 
Eucharist * I t was through h is pore isten t o ff  orbs in promoting fro quont Communion 
that wo have froquont Communion as i t  is  practicod today* For Blue X realized that 
his "rest oration of a 11 things in  Christ" w ould ultimate ly  f a i l  i f  the ro could not be 
effoctod a v ita l  bond between bio flock  and tho heart and center of the Church, the 
Eucharist *

Try -is wo w il l ,  our progress seems quite limited by human fr a ilty  and mis understand - 
Ing about the importance of liv in g  in tho sta te  of gm co, and not only maintaining i t  
but incroasing th is divino l i f e  progressively through tho Eucharist, Among infroquant 
communicants resu lts seem not worthy of recognition,

However, i t  is  tho e ffo r t , not tho results that count, 8t* Paul said: "I have plant­
ed , Apollo watered, but God gave the Increase, The ref ore, no ithor he that plantoth is  
any thing, nor tie that watoreth; but God that giveth tho incro&so." Indeed i t  is  God *e 
work a fter  a l l ,  and Ho, in  S is  own good timo, w il l  produce tho resu lts ,

W  A # # # * * * # # # # # #  *«» m* tm

Note; Demon, t  rat Ion tldry" Mass offered for your Instruction: 7:30 p.m. , tonight. In 
Biology Auditorium.


