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Ring The B e ll  For Experience?

That much-abused word, "experience, ft i s  oftentim es appealed t o  as an e sc ap is t  norm, by 
which the u n in i t  la te  t r y  to  j u s t i f y  what is  otherwise u n ju s t i f i a b le ,  I t  should be hard 
fo r  anyone who has the beginning of reason to  laugh with anyone who laughs at God, to  
(3ond one what the Church condemns as v io la tlo n s  of the (Pen Commandments, lbo c r i t ic iz e  the 
Index of E orb iddon Books as an arb itrary r e s tr ic t  ion on human freedom.

Because undis crim ina ting  underclassmen are  sucker a f o r  b e s t  s e l l e r s  and are ap t to  judge 
books by t h o i r  g a rish  jack e ts  or by the p u b l ic i ty  they  re c e iv e , not by the p r in c ip le s  
they in vo lve , the B u lle tin  s ugge sta  that ne ophite l i t  era t  ora c ona u lt  o ompstent English  
p ro fe s s o rs ,  who, un like  p ro fe sso rs  a t  s e c u la r  u n iv e r s i t i e s ,  have her© a moral environment 
and t r a d i t i o n  which la C ath o lic , bo th  in  s p i r i t  and in  p r a c t ic e .

Soma years ergo a former e d i to r  of th e  B u lle t in  received  a l e t t e r  from a student in  a 
(European) S ta te  Unive rs i t y ,  I t  read In part: "The Profees or of English Literature  
a t  t h i s  U n iv e rs i ty  has been g iv ing  a course in  modem a u th o rs , Since th is  course i s  
supposed to  be of u n iv e rs i ty  c a l ib r e ,  the p ro fe s so r  fe e ls  t h a t  c r i t i c i s m  of the au thors  
should e n te r  la rg e ly  in to  h is  t re a tm e n t.  Up to  the  p resen t h is  p o licy  has been to  
c r l t  id s©  n ot only the 11 to rary m erits of the w rite  rs but a Is o tho i r  moral and immoral 
ten d en cies, because, claims the p ro fe s so r ,  the  two forms of c r itic ism  cannot be dis~  
son latad , * *

"Some s tu d e n ts , however, have taken  issue  w ith  th i s  b e l ie f  and m aintain  th a t  the c lass  
in  English  L i te ra tu re  should not be made a c la s s  in  Moral Theology. That i s  the rub*
Our P ro fe s so r  would l ik e  to  have your opinion on th i s  m a tte r . Is  he to  continue h is  
p o lic y  of p o in tin g  out and condemning immoral tendencies In  c e r ta in  p resen t-day  w r i te r s  
o r I s  he to  c r i t i c i z e  s o le ly  l i t e r a r y  achievement?"

The answer t o  th a t  Inqu iry  went something l ik e  t h i s ,  . , Happy tho c la ss  whose p ro fe sso r  
knows th a t  lite ra tu re  and l i f e  cannot be separated, th a t  th e  laws of l i f e  include the 
laws of l i t e r a t u r e J I t  i s  a point of view a l l  too  uncommon nowadays, . , The passion  
f o r  f r e e  speech , f ree  p re s s ,  f re e  thought, has been c a rr ied  to  absurd lengths j as a 
r e s u l t ,  we have su ffe red  se rio u s  damage to  our In d iv id u a l and s o c ia l  l i f e .  Morals have 
been co rru p ted , lo y a l t ie s  undermined, cu ltu re  re ta rd e d .

What would you th in k  of a p ro fe sso r  of medicine, continues the  re p ly , who would ex- 
pose h is  pu p ils 1)o oontaglous dls©ases without any warning against the contagion, w ith  
no prophylaxis against the exposure IT Should a profess or of chemistry turn h is  lab or- 
atory  so ctio n  over to  experim entation w ith explos ives  without informing h is charges of 
the nature of the materia Is he furnish© s them? C iv il laws a re exp lic  i t  in  requiring  
pharmacists to  mark poisone with d ia tin c tiv o  la b e Is»

Is the sou l le s s  important than the body? Is the undermining of morals a minor th ing  
c ompared w ith the loea of an eye . Our Lord warn©d: "Be not afraid of them that k i l l
the b ody and a f te r  that have no more that they can do. * , Fear ye him who a fte r  This 
hath kill© d bath poweor to  cast in to  So 11,"

Profo ss ors of English L iterature in  the ss days have a se rious o b lig a ti on bef or© God, 
Youth is  impress 1 enable, Young minds nr© © asily s o ile d . AND GOD GIVES US ONLY ONE 
MIND * Tho la te  Bathe r  Cavanaugh, f  ormor pros idont of Notro Da mo, onco sa id ; "You oan~ 
not road an author fo r  h is  s ty lo  w 1thout absorbing somo of h is  philosophy," He is  
a Is o tho one who quippod: "Bast (3e H ers are too  often tho host am©llors *"

Tho Index and tho gone m l  do croo whi ch forbids books dangerous to  fa ith  and morn Is show 
us th at tho Church knows what harm comes of indlscrim inate reading. A c lass in  English  
L item turo of today that ignores tho p rin cip les of Mora 1 Thoology e n ta ils  a respon­
s ib le  i t y  which we would not care to  face a t the la s t  Judgment + * * And there i s  a la s t  
Judgment I


