
I l l*  F h ll Haggerty ( ly );  and University of Notre Dam Word Just received that B e n v  
Father Jams McDonald, C*S.C, Eeliglous B u lletin  Charles Flynn, C.S.C*, died.

May SI, 1951

"Babbonl!"

I t  Is  t ru ly  meet and ju s t ,  r ig h t and av a ilin g  unto sa lv a tio n  th a t  always and every­
where we give thanks to  Thee, Holy Lord, Almighty F ather, ev e rla s tin g  God, through 
Christ our Lord; in  whom was made m anifest to  us the  rad ian t hope of a b l is s fu l  resur-* 
recti on th a t those who are saddened by the thought of Inev itab le  death, nay be comforted 
by the promise of e te rn a l l i f e  to  come* For the l i f e  of those who believe in  Thee, 0 
Lord, Is subject Indeed to  change but not unto d estru c tio n ; and when the house of our 
ea rth ly  sojourn has crumbled away, an e te rn a l home In  Heaven Is won* Wherefore w ith 
Angels and Archangels, Thrones and Domination# and w ith a l l  the host of Heavenly Army 
we sing our hymn to  Thy Glory.

—Preface of the Mass fo r  the Dead

Twenty-five years of devotion to  Notre Dame students out of twenty-seven In  the priest** 
hood ended early  Friday morning when Father Francis B utler, a f t e r  s ix  months of l i n ­
gering I l ln e s s , closed h is  eyes and died* Like Father Scandlon before him, he had 
known th a t  w ith in  the ordinary d isp o sitio n s of div ine providence his sickness would be 
f a t a l .  Without f e a r ,  w ith  exemplary re c o n c ilia tio n , he suffered  cheerfu lly , p a tie n tly , 
w aiting  fo r  the end. . . " I t  is  appointed unto mon one© to  d ie ."

Nine Holy Cross p r ie s ts  died during the past year* In  May, a year ago, I t  was fa th e r
Davis, ♦ . then F ather McKeon, F ather Ryan, Father Gallagan* , . soon followed in  order
Fbther Lennart z, Father Bolger, F ather Sauvage and Father Scandlon. . * Now Father
B u tle r. A novona of nine p r ie s t ly  deaths. Like a l l  novenaa i t  represents s p i r i tu a l  
works accomplished; fo r  them an aggregate close to  350 years of p r ie s t ly  service*
More than  one hundred thousands Masses, hundreds of thousands of confessions. God 
alone knows hew many Hours of the Divine O ffice , how many Communions d is tr ib u te d , how 
many coversions, how many v i s i t s  to  the s ic k , how many men, women and ch ild ren  learned 
to  love Christ more because these p r ie s ts  l e f t  a l l  th ings to  follow Him*

The Church Triumphant I F a ther B u tle r re jo in s  h is  mother and fa th e r ,  h is  r e la t iv e s ,  
friends and confrere who were called  before him. Now he has reached h ie  ultim ate de­
velopment, tho f in a l  end fo r  which God created him. F aith  led him to  b e a t if ic  v is io n ; 
hope to  e te rn a l possession; lik e  a t i r e d  ch ild  running in to  the arms of his fa th e r , 
love urged him in to  the e v e rla s tin g  embrace of God*

Heaven I s  a place of re s t  but not of In activ ity . The B ea tific  Vision! Not by means 
of ideas, not by sonse-lmages, but by direct immediate con tact, with nothing whateo- 
ever intervening between him and God, Father But lo r  sees God, , . faco to  fa ce .

No words can describe such happiness, th is  b ea tific  t h r i l l  that ravishes the mind and 
w i l l  in eternal 0  cstasy , When on the Mount of tho Transfiguration, Be te r , James and 
John saw Christ f  or a moment with B is face as tho sun and Bis garments white ass; snow, 
they were bos3 do themsoIves in  wonderment * Yet th is  manifestation was but on© ray of 
divine glory, not yet the B eatif1c V is1on,

S t. Thomas Aquinas, a fter  0 onteaplatlng God during the celebrat 1 on of h is  Mass, once 
exclaimed: "Everything I  have w ritten seems trash, comp&red w 1th what I  've seen, and
what has been revealed to  me." A11 created porfoctions in the universe—the beauty, 
intolllgencG, power, goodness and love--may t h r i l l  us * But what of the b ea tific  t h r i l l  
of in fin ite  Beauty, in fin ite  In te lllgen ce ,  in fin ite  Bower, In fin ite  Goodness, in f in ite  
Love! As Mens ignor Sheen puts I t : "If tho sparks t h r i l l  us, what must be the t h r i l l
of the flam©!"

When the g lo rif ied  C hrist revealed Himself to  Bather B utler, did ho cry out: "My Lord
and my God 2" . . , Or was i t  an ec s ta t ic  outcry lik e  Magdalene fe? . , * "RabboniI" 
P rayers: (docoosod) mother of Dave Hogan (D ll); w ife of Mike Beshko, f30. grandmother
o f  John lyon (B-P). O peration. Frank Dolon (Far); i l l*  mother of Bob E l l io t  (D ll) .


