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. "And behold a ce rta in  lawyer stood up> tempting Him, and saying, t e s t e r ,
What must X do to  possess e te rn a l l ife ?

"But He said  to  him: What Is w ritten  in  the law? How rendest thou?

"He answering sa id : Thou aha I t  love the Lord thy  God w ith  thy whole h e a r t, 
and w ith thy whole sou l, and w ith a l l  thy s tren g th , and w ith a l l  thy mind; 
and thy neighbor as th y se lf .

"And He said  to  him; Thou hast answered r ig h t : th is  do, and thou sh a lt l i r a . "
—S t. Luke, 10: 25-28

The primary purpose of the re lig io u s  tra in in g  offered by Hotre Dame is  to  enable you 
to  f u l f i l l  th is  twofold commandment to  love and save your sou l. But, as the saying 
goes, you must carry your own hide to  the m arket. Ho one e lse  can lug i t  there  fo r  
you.

You now liv e  in  a place of p riv ileged  opportunities over and above the ordinary. 
Correspondingly your re sp o n s ib ili t ie s  are g re a te r , and your s p i r i tu a l  development 
should be of a higher order than the average; a t  le a s t  i t  should never lag  behind 
your sch o las tic  achievements, e i th e r  in  e f fo r t  o r r e s u l t .

The f i r s t  duty of your "whole heart and soul" is  to  God, i t s  second duty is  to  yom> 
s e l f ,  and i t s  th ird  i s  to  your neighbor ’as to  y o u rse lf . '

The U n iversity 's  s p i r i tu a l  environment is  such th a t i t  should emphasise and fo s te r  
w ith in  you an e ffe c tiv e  ambition f i r s t  of a l l  to  save your so u l. Your so c ia l responsi­
b i l i t i e s  resolve around your second am bition. . . to  be C hrist-bearers in  the market­
p lace .

F a ther Edmund A. Walsh, S .J . (Total Empire, page l8 l )  po in ts th is  out; "C hrist d i r e c t ­
ed the major emphasis of His teaching to  the Ind iv idual sou l, because He knew i t  to  
be the source and fountsinhead of the co llec tiv e  conscience of mankind. Ha then p ro­
gressed to  the next component element of c iv i l  so c ie ty , the fam ily, and made but 
lim ited  reference to  the p o l i t ic a l  and economic fea tu re s  of the S ta te . By f a r  the 
g re a te r  proportion of His reve la tion  is  concentrated on the f i r s t  two elem ents. . .

"Naked and a lone ,"  he says, "each of us came in to  th is  world * s o l i ta ry  and stripped  
of worldly trappings we sh a ll leave i t ;  s ta rk  and alone we s h a ll  stand responsib le 
before the Judgment s e a t .  . ."

Two Sacraments--Penance and the E ucharist—in  p a r t ic u la r  are the outward signs used 
to  keep you in  contact with the inward grace of C h ris t. Without th is  contact you 
w il l  not f u l f i l l  the Law.

The p r ie s t ,  as C h ris t 's  agent, has from Him h is commission to  teach, to  m in is te r, 
and to  rule the f a i th fu l .  Whether he is  classroom pro fesso r, re c to r  or p re fe c t, ad­
m in is tra to r, confessor, advieor or chaplain, h is work is  never done because the th ree  
enemies of your soul--x.be wor?d, the f le sh  and the B e"!!—are never id le . Yet he is  
e n ti t le d  to  fe e l  th a t  when th is  one of you or th a t  one of you is  soundly estab lished  
In  sacramental p rac tices and is  accustomed to  seek s p i r i tu a l  help when he needs i t ,  
the ultim ate end—God—fo r  which we a l l  must s tr iv e  is  reasonably assured.

To achieve th is  you must cooperate. The fa c il i t ie s !  fo r  frequent confession and Tom- 
raunlon are f o r  you, not fo r ua. I f  you neglect them. . . God w ill  be your Judge. 
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