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Notes And Adaptations From The Book: rA3Qgn? TO

The grace of God is  a t  work on th is  campus, a t  work in  the souls of those who are  tak iof 
advantage of t h e i r  re lig io u s  o p p o rtu n ities . These men do not p resen t a problem. Bu*

land between God and Mammon, which is  as good as belonging to  Mammon because Chris 
s a id , "He th a t  is  not w ith me is  aga in st me."

Now th a t  we have our tremendous capac ities  fo r  e v il  s ta r in g  us in  the face, there  
should be more incentive than ever fo r  men to  follow C h rist. Pope Pius XII ra s  r e ­
minded us th a t  our personal sa n c tity  and union w ith C hrist are the most important
th ings of a l l .

Those ou tside the fo ld  who as yet know nothing or very l i t t l e  about Christ have a 
p e rfe c t r ig h t to  expect th a t  we who do pretend to  know Him should give evidence of the
fa c t  by the  testim ony of our l iv e s .

I t  is  t e r r ib le  to  know C hrist and not love Him. I t  Is t e r r ib le  to  have the fg it^ . w ith ­
out any corresponding sense of i t s  p ra c tic a l , far-reach ing  im plications. The Catholic 
who does not increase h is  f a i th  is  s t i l l  in  h is infancy, and the tragedy is  th a t  In  
most cases h is  Catholicism  does not get beyond the cradle stage . To put the f in g e r  on 
the basic  cause of th i s  a rre s ted  development is  the immediate re lig io u s  problem.

The grace of God is  here . What powerful motive w ill  arouse the w il l  to  accept i n ­
e ffe c tiv e ly ?  Everything we do in  the serv ice of God must be v ita liz e d  by the super­
n a tu ra l power of His g race . But grace Is  granted us In proportion as we dispose our­
selves to  receive i t .  Our capacity  to  receive th is  grace i s  conditioned by our a b i l i ty  
to  remove the obstructions to  i t s  influence *

Attachment to  s in  is  an obstruction : gross attachments to  intemperance, im purity,
a v a r ic e ; su b tle  attachments to  ven ia l s in s  of la z in e ss , anger, van ity , rash Judgments,
p e tty  s e lf ish n e s s , dishonesty , ly ing , disobedience, and the r e s t .

N ecessarily  these must be a ttack ed , This requires an ac tiv e  f a i t h . Thera can e x is t  
a degree of f a i th ,  bare ly  a l iv e , which is  e s se n tia lly  supernatu ra l, yet not capable 
of e s ta b lish in g  v i t a l  contact between the soul and God. Such f a i th  is  an assen t to  
revealed t r u th ,  but i t  is  weak, lacks v i ta l i ty ,  I t  accepts the tru th  without any 
strong  resolve to  follow C hrist wherever He may go.

I t s  submission to  C hrist is  completely s e rv ile , as though I t  would have the unavoid­
able t ru th  to  be somehow other than i t  i s .  I t  receives the G ift of God without g r a t i ­
tude. I t  seeks to  avoid a l l  the consequences of th is  acceptance. I t  produces no 
f r u i t ,  l i t t l e  v ir tu e , le ss  love. I t  Is f a i th ;  but more dead than a l iv e .

Yet i t  can liv e  and liv e  e ffe c tiv e ly . One movement of w i l l ,  in  humble correspondence
to  God's powerful grace, can enkindle the breath  of l i f e  in  th is  f a i th  and give I t  a
vigorous so u l, which could w ell be the soul of an a p o s tle .

What motive w i l l  t r ig g e r  the s p ir i tu a l  dynamite la te n t in  fa ith ?  Where w ill  th is  
motive be found? Some say i t  must be discovered In p rayer, nourished through s a c r if ic e
and increased by the g r a c e  of the Sacraments. ^  ,
P rayers: (deceased) Mrs. Minnie Crowe, mother of 12 ch ild ren , seven of whom are N.D.
g raduates; f a th e r  of Bob Schampler (Wal); mother of Dick Tlghe (Sor). I l l ,  Bev.
Matthew Coyle» C .S .C .; operation, mother of Vincent Mayer (Cav.); c ri t i c a l , mother o 
Charles De Brake 1 (0-C). fa th e r  of Bob Hunter (Wal). (Don Burkhart and Jack Peterson 
ara g ra te fu l fo r  blood donations - th e i r  conditions are much improved,)


